
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

September 13, 2004 

 
 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m., in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Teresa Swint presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Pat Callaway, Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Larry 
Holder, Pat Odom, Susan Turbeville, and Will Vance.  Also attending were Supt. Bob 
Watson, Dr. James Fouse, Shirley Billingly, Tim Zylks, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann 
Voris. 
 
Mrs. Swint called the meeting to order and stated the first item of business was to 
recognize Director Pat Odom.  She stated that Mrs. Odom chose not to run for re-election 
to the school board. She noted Mrs. Odom’s service from 1997 – 2004 and the 
committees that she served on and chaired.  Mrs. Odom was presented with a plaque and 
a certificate of merit for her years of service. 
 
Mrs. Swint asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the meetings 
held August 9 and September 1.  On a motion by Pat Callaway, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 9-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Pat 
Callaway, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 9-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the 
business office. 
 
Mrs Swint recognized Sha’Cola Ford as the Student of the Month.  She stated that 
Sha’Cola is the daughter of Lila Levingston and a fourth grade student in Mrs. Glenda 
Moore’s classroom at Yocum.    Mrs. Swint stated that Sha’Cola exhibits good character 
that shows in everything she does.  She has a sense of humor that carried her through 
difficult times.  Sha’Cola gives 100% in her academic studies and extra curricular events.  
She is ready with a smile to greet the teachers and peers.  She is always ready to assist 
those in need.  With all of these traits Sha’Cola sets a positive example for Yocum 
students to follow.  Mrs. Swint presented Sha’Cola with a certificate from the school 
board. 
 
Mrs. Swint stated that William Jamerson is the district’s Teacher of the Month.  Mr. 
Jamerson received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Southern State University and 
teaches Social Studies to grades 9 – 12 at Watson educational Center.  Mr. Jamerson has 
been with the school district 30 years; 27 of those years as a certified teacher.  Mrs. Swint 
presented Mr. Jamerson with a certificate from the school board. 
 
The board approved two Petitions for Transfer Request for students to attend school in 
Parkers Chapel. 
 
Tim Zylks brought before the board gasoline and diesel bids for the district for the 2004-
2005 school term.   
      89 Octane  Low Sulfur 
 Company    Gasoline  Dyed Diesel 
Sewell Oil Company      $.0190     $.0190 
Felton Oil Company        .0242       .02567 
James P. Hill Oil Company       .085        .085 
 
Mr. Watson recommended the low bid from Sewell Oil Company.  On a motion by Will 
Vance, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 9-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid from Sewell Oil 
Company for $.0190 per gallon for gasoline and diesel for the 2004-05 school 
term.   

 
Mr. Watson stated that bids were received on security cameras for Barton Junior High 
School.   



 
 Company       Amount 
Custom Wiring Company, Sherwood     $80,000 
Arkansas State Security, Inc., Mablevale      71,300 
 
On a motion by Pat Callaway, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 9-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $71,300 from 
Arkansas State Security for security cameras at Barton Junior High School. 

 
Charley Hankins and Dawn Beasley gave a report on the district’s updated web page, 
www.eldoradopublicschools.com.  They explained a number of items helpful to parents 
on the website such as homework assignments by school and teacher, a calendar with 
upcoming events, announcements, a newsletter and comments from students.  
 
Shirley Billingly gave a personnel report to the board.  She noted that as of today, all 
positions were filled with the exception of one music position.  She explained that a 
certified teacher is substituting in the vacancy and hopefully the job will be filled in 
December with a new graduate.   
 
The Annual Report to the Public was presented by Dr. Fouse and Mr. Watson.  Dr. Fouse 
covered the areas of enrollment and attendance, testing, technology and Body Mass 
Index.  He noted, regarding enrollment and attendance, with approximately 4,300 
students enrolled that between 240 – 300 students are absent on any given day.  He 
explained that the district is down between 65 to 75 students because of consolidation.  
He said that about 100 Union students left that district under school choice and enrolled 
at different schools.  Dr. Fouse presented individual school report cards, based on 
Benchmark test scores and explained school improvement status.  He mentioned that last 
year for the first time, El Dorado students took the Iowa Skills Test, a norm-referenced 
test, to compare El Dorado students with children across the nation.  He said the Iowa 
Skills Test replaces the Stanford 9 test.  He also updated the board on Stanford diagnostic 
testing, Advanced Placement testing, and the A.C.T. test.   Dr. Fouse presented to the 
board the technology needs and upgrades met in each school. His final report was how 
the district nurses are working with the state on the Body Mass Index for identifying at 
risk students that are underweight or overweight.   
 
Mr. Watson reported on facilities.  He explained that Hugh Goodwin Elementary 
renovations to the south wing were completed during the summer, six classrooms were 
added at Barton Junior High School, security cameras were installed at El Dorado High 
School, the T.A.C. House became a part of the El Dorado School District with 
renovations currently in the works, new baseball and softball facilities opened at the 
Union County Complex, and the Union School District became an education partner with 
the El Dorado School District.  He also reported that Washington Middle School became 
a focus school, although the district failed to receive grant money to support the focus 
schools and he noted that the district met educational standards.  
 
Mrs. Swint stated that she and Mr. Watson met to form the following committees to meet 
some district needs:   
 

� Committee to Improve Student Attendance  
� Committee to Review District Discipline and Discipline Policy Handbooks  
� School Nutrition and Physical Activity Advisory Committee (which will comply 
with Act 1220) 

 
Each year the district receives membership renewal notice to the Arkansas School Boards 
Association.  On a motion by Pat Callaway, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried 
on a 9-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board approves the renewal of membership to the 
Arkansas School Boards Association for the 2004-05 school term. 

 



Mrs. Swint reminded the board of the annual school election that will be Tuesday, 
September 21 at the T.A.C. House and Union School.  She announced the Arkansas 
School Boards Region 13 Meeting will be Monday, October 18 at the A.H.E.C. Ellis 
Conference Center 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Pat Callaway, 
and carried on a 9-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further discussion the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       


