
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

February 9, 2004 

 

The directors of the board met on the above date a 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Teresa Swint presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, Pat Odom, Susan 
Turbeville, and Will Vance.  Director Pat Callaway was absent and Director Larry Holder 
entered the meeting at the second item of business.  Also attending the board meeting was 
Supt. Bob Watson, Dr. James Fouse, Shirley Billingly, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann 
Voris. 
 
Mrs. Swint called the meeting to order and asked if there were any corrections or 
additions to the minutes of the meeting January 20.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, 
seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Will 
Vance, seconded by Pat Odom, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the business 
office. 
 
Mrs. Swint recognized two police officers, Karl Nichols and Charlie Phillips that are 
members of the El Dorado Fraternal Order of Police.  She stated the board wanted to 
show the F.O.P. appreciation for their Shop with a Cop program, which is centered 
around many of our students.  This past Christmas season is the second year the police 
have implemented the program for underprivileged children in El Dorado to shop for 
Christmas presents for their families and also themselves.  Due to their personal 
contributions and community donations the officers were able to increase their numbers 
from 20 students in 2002 to 40 students in 2003.  Mrs. Swint presented the officers with a 
certificate of appreciation. 
 
Talesha Christian was recognized as the Student of the Month.  Talesha is the daughter of 
Monroe and Letetia Christian and a seventh grade honor student at Barton Junior High 
School with a 4.0 grade point average.  The teachers nominating Talesha Stated that she 
exhibits the qualities that every student should strive to have.  She is courteous and 
helpful to both students and faculty and always has a positive attitude.  Talesha is 
responsible and organized; she always turns her work in on time, and is an excellent 
student.  She is an active and responsible student council representative and earns others 
respect through hard work and dedication.  One teacher said that Talesha is the perfect 
example of Student of the Month.  Mrs. Swint presented her with a certificate from the 
board. 
 
Mrs. Swint recognized Jill Thigpen as the Classified Employee of the Month.   Mrs. 
Thigpen has been with the district for twenty-one years and has worked as an aide at the 
high school for the last eleven years.  Mrs. Thigpen is dependable, good-natured, willing 
to do whatever needs to be done, and is a friend to every child in Mrs. Short’s self-
contained classroom.  Mrs. Thigpen nurtures and cares for every child.  She always has a 
positive attitude regardless of the tasks she has to tackle.  Mrs. Swint presented her with a 
certificate from the board. 
 
Tina Brown was presented as the Teacher of the Month.  Mrs. Brown received her 
Bachelor of Science degree from Southern Arkansas University and has twelve additional 
graduate hours.  She is certified in elementary, basic math, middle school mathematics, 
secondary mathematics, middle school social studies, and has approval in applied math I 
& II.  Mrs. Brown is currently teaching geometry and algebra I in the freshman 100 
program at El Dorado High School. This is her tenth year of teaching in our district.  Mrs. 
Swint presented her with a certificate from the board. 
 
Mrs. Swint presented Vicky Dobson with a certificate for six hours of in-service study, 
sponsored by the Arkansas School Boards Association, in the school laws of Arkansas 
and the duties and responsibilities of Arkansas school board members. 
 



The board approved Petitions for Transfer Requests for five students to remain living in 
El Dorado but attend school in Parkers Chapel. 
 
Mr. Watson presented the proposal from the baseball and softball fundraising board of 
the booster club.  He noted that the booster clubs have agreed to raise $280,000 to 
$300,000 to provide bleachers and concession stands at the new ball fields for students.  
He explained that the city of El Dorado leased the land to the El Dorado School District, 
in partnership with the El Dorado Boys and Girls Club, similar to agreements the district 
and club have together at the T.A.C. House and soccer fields.  He said the school district 
and volunteer workers completed dirt work for the two fields and the district put in 
topsoil, watering system, fencing, lights, dugouts, and back stops – everything needed to 
enable students to play ball on the fields.  He said the district’s goal was to have the fields 
where students can play.  
 
Mr. Watson said the boosters proposal is to establish four levels of contributions to 
recognize individuals or businesses that contribute to the second phase of construction at 
the ball fields.  Originally the plan had only one level – 1.  Contributor, $100 - $999 
(receives recognition in the 2005 Programs).  The fundraising board asked the school 
board to consider three additional levels:  2.  Diamond donor, $1,000 - $4,999 (permanent 
recognition at the entrance to the facility),  3.  Grand Slam donor, $5,000 - $9,999 
(permanent plaque on the wall of the concession stand),  4.  Hall of Fame member, 
$10,000+ (permanent recognition upon a monument and/or cornerstone).  Field Name 
will recognize anyone with the desire to fund the $300,000 balance of the project. The 
fundraising board of the booster club is requesting school board permission for levels 2., 
3., and 4.    Will Vance excused himself from the vote since he is on the fundraising 
board.  On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Pat Odom, and carried on a 6-0 vote, 
it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the additional levels of recognition  
for contributions to phase two of the to the baseball and softball fields as 
presented by Bob Watson. 

 
Mr. Watson presented bids on sidewalks at the baseball and softball fields. 
 
  Company          Amount 
Hargett Construction Co., Inc. – El Dorado            $29,740.00 
F & J Constuction – Hampton        24,428.00 
Construction Services, LLC – El Dorado                  18,646.00 
Nash Masonry – Norphlet           18,613.00 
 
Mr. Watson recommended the low bid from Nash Masonry. He noted that the Boys and 
Girls Club donated $25,000 toward this project and the booster clubs will provide the 
remainder, which will pay for the labor. On a motion by Pat Odom, seconded by Susan 
Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $18,613.00 from 
Nash Masonry for sidewalks at the baseball and softball fields. 

 
Mr. Watson reported on the February 3 meeting of the county superintendents and school 
board presidents. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Pat Odom, seconded by Susan 
Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was  
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations, the employment of 
new personnel, and the re-employment of administrators for 2004-05. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 


