
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
August 8, 2005 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Will Vance presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, and 
Susan Turbeville.  Director Teresa Swint was absent.  Also attending the board meeting 
was Supt. Bob Watson, Dr. James Fouse, Shirley Billingly, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann 
Voris.  
 
Mr. Vance called the meeting to order and asked if there were any corrections or 
additions to the minutes of the meeting held July 11.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, 
seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Larry 
Holder, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the business 
office. 
 
The board approved petition for transfer requests for two students. 
 
Mr. Watson stated a new teacher’s association has been formed in El Dorado and asked 
to come before the board.  He explained the district has one group that is a union and this 
group is a professional association.  One is recognized as a negotiating group and the new 
group’s representative state they do not wish to negotiate.  He introduced their president, 
Sarah Huddleston.  Mrs. Huddleston explained about the formation of the Independent 
Educators Association (IdEA), a local branch of Arkansas State Teachers Association 
(ASTA).  She stated their ultimate goal is to promote educators as professionals and 
focus on furthering their professional development.  She said this is not just an 
organization for teachers but also for administrators and other certified professional 
educators.  She listed the benefits of newsletters, workshops, conferences, legal and 
liability insurance, low membership dues, scholarships and mini-grants.  Mr. Watson 
asked the board to place this under consideration and vote in the next board meeting. 
 
Mr. Watson presented bids on the HVAC at Union School. 
 
 Company           Amount 
Glenn’s Mechanical, El Dorado, AR       $12,879.00 
Mid South Heating and Air, El Dorado, AR       13,000.00 
Arkansas Industrial Mechanical, El Dorado, AR        13,940.00 
 
Mr. Watson recommended the low bid from Glenn’s Mechanical.  On a motion by Susan 
Turbeville, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board approves the bid of $12,879.00 for the HVAC at 
Union School. 

 
Mr. Watson presented bids on storage cabinets for the band hall at El Dorado High 
School. 
 
 Company           Amount
Wenger Corporation, Owatonna, MN      $17,273.00 
DG Martin and Associates, Beebe, AR       19,000.00 
 
Mr. Watson recommended the low bid from Wenger Corporation.  On a motion by 
Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $17,273.00 from Wenger 
 Corporation for storage cabinets in the band hall at El Dorado High School. 
 
Mr. Watson presented the bids received on the demolition of the Camp Fire House 
property adjacent to Barton Junior High School. 



 
 Company           Amount 
Aces, Inc., Malvern, AR       $12,130.00 
Mac’s Tree Service, El Dorado        13,862.00 
Mac’s General Contractors, Inc., El Dorado       14,500.00 
Barnett Tree Service, El Dorado        19,000.00 
 
Mr. Watson recommended the low bid from Aces, Inc.  On a motion by Joey Bauman, 
seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $12,130.00 from aces, 
Inc. for the demolition of property adjacent to Barton Junior High School. 

 
Shirley Billingly gave a report on personnel for the 2005-06 school term.  She stated the 
district has 580 employees with 400 of those in certified jobs and 180 in classified jobs.  
She noted that she received 53 resignations and employed 59 new teachers.  There are 12 
new positions and currently 7 positions to be filled.  Mr. Watson reiterated that the 
shortage of teachers is real and the district needs to look at some new ways of attracting 
teachers.  He said that normal tactics are not working and it may take a community effort. 
 
Mr. Vance reminded the board of the New Teacher Breakfast on Wednesday, August 10 
at 7:30 a.m. at the Best Western Conference Center.  He also reminded the board of the 
Opening Session for Certified Staff which will be held Thursday, August 18 at 8:00 a.m. 
in the EHS gym.  He announced the Annual School Election will be held Tuesday, 
September 20 from 7:30 – a.m. – 7:30 p.m.  The polling sites will be the TAC House, 
1101 Northwest Avenue and Union School, 6049 Moro Bay Highway. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
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