
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

November 13, 2006 

 

The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Larry Holder presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Larry Holder, Teresa Swint, and Susan Turbeville.  
Directors Vicky Dobson and Wayne Gibson and Assistant Superintendent, Shirley 
Billingly were absent.  Also attending the board meeting was Supt. Bob Watson, Dr. 
James Fouse, Tim Zylks, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mr. Holder asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held October 9, 19, and 30.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by 
Joey Bauman, and carried on a 5-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Teresa 
Swint, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 5-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the business 
office. 
 
Mr. Holder stated that in accordance with Act 671 of 2003 the board needs to elect a 
designated disbursing officer and alternate disbursing officer for the district.  On a motion 
by Will Vance, seconded by Teresa Swint, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the board president, Larry Holder, 
as the designated disbursing officer and the vice president, Susan Turbeville as 
the alternate disbursing officer for the El Dorado School District. 

 
Mr. Watson proclaimed the week of November 12-18, 2006 as the 85th annual observance 
of American Education Week. 
 
Michael Cobb, C.P.A. presented the district’s annual report to the board.  He stated his 
report would show how the district is doing, where we stand and where we are going.  He 
commended the district on being financially viable and explained that this is the third 
year for the district to present their basic financial statement in accordance with the new 
financial reporting model required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board in 
Statement No. 34, Basic Financial Statements – and Management’s Discussion and 
Analysis – for State and Local Governments.  He stated the financial condition of the 
district is still viable and noted total net assets increased from $18.3 million at June 30, 
2005 to $19 million at June 30, 2006; an increase of approximately $670,000 or 3.7%.  
The beginning cash balance for the district was $7,754,425.  Following the completion of 
the district’s long-range plan for facilities, there is a focus on investing in plant 
management with the age and size of facilities reflecting this need.  The board initiated 
construction projects and expended $1,407,779 on building improvements and 
construction in progress during the 2005-06 school year.  Due to the increase in interest 
rates, interest income rose $74,199; that is an 87% increase.  The district has increased 
starting teacher salaries from $29,000 to $30,200 per year.  The General Fund had 
$28,846,356 in revenue, which primarily consisted of state funding and property taxes.  
Excluding interfund transfers, there were $28,860,961 in General Fund expenditures.  Mr. 
Cobb said the district has no debt, resources are being put to good use, and the district is 
financially strong. 
 
Mr. Holder recognized Jeremy Turner as the Student of the Month.  He said that Jeremy 
is the son of Barbara Foppee and Welcome Turner and has a brother and sister.  Jeremy is 
a seventh grade student at Barton Junior High School and has a 3.4 grade point average.  
He played football, is presently playing basketball, loves his favorite subject science, and 
likes to play video games.  The teacher nominating Jeremy said:  “Jeremy is the kind of 
student that is such a joy to teach.  He is perfectly behaved and always has his work.  
Every time I pass Jeremy in the hall or on campus, he speaks.  Jeremy will be a true 
leader as he continues through the El Dorado schools.  He is a perfect candidate for 
Student of the Month.”  Staff and students are proud that Jeremy was chosen Student of 
the Month.  Mr. Holder presented him with a certificate from the board. 
 



Classified Employee of the Month is Lacie Hill.  Mrs. Hill is one of our school nurses 
and graduated form the University of Arkansas at Monticello with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in 2003.  Prior to her employment with the district she was employed at the 
Medical Center of South Arkansas.  She was in the labor and delivery department since 
her college graduation and has continued to work there part-time and on weekends. She 
lives in Urbana with her husband Adam and their two children Kenlee and Garrett.  Co-
workers nominating Mrs. Hill state she is an asset to the district.  She loves her job caring 
for the children and the children love her!  She is very compassionate while being very 
thorough and efficient in all aspects of her career and life.  She is well respected by her 
peers and friends.  Mr. Holder presented her with a certificate from the board.  
 
Sue Buchanan is the Teacher of the Month.  Mrs. Buchanan received her Bachelor of 
Science degree in elementary education with a minor in mathematics education from 
Southern Arkansas University.  She is married with four children and five grandchildren.  
She began her teaching career in our district in 1991 and teaches Pre-AP math, Pre-
Algebra, multi-media classes and is the school technology coordinator at Barton Junior 
High School. 
 
Mrs. Buchanan uses state of the art technology to make her math classes interactive, 
engaging, and fun.  Mrs. Hill thinks the most impressive thing about Mrs. Buchanan is 
her willingness to spend many extra hours developing pod casts of her lessons so students 
and parents can listen or watch them on their computer at home, and have that little extra 
bit of help from the teacher.  She also spends many hours after school helping other 
teachers improve their technology capabilities.  Mr. Holder presented Mrs. Buchanan 
with a certificate from the board. 
 
Mr. Watson said that Susan Johnson was chosen State Biology Teacher of the Year.  She 
and Donna White recently traveled to the National Biology Teacher Association 
Conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico where Mrs. Johnson was recognized for her 
state award.  Mrs. Johnson presented a certificate to the board to be placed in the 
administration office. 
 
 
The board approved six Petitions for Transfer Request into the El Dorado School District. 
 
Tim Zylks presented bids on a cargo van to be used by the district’s technology group. 
 
 Company        Amount 
Teague Ford Company     $16,070.40 
Murphy Motors – GMC       17,350.00 
Teague Chevrolet Company       21,366.18 
 
On a motion by Teresa Swint, seconded by Joey Bauman and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $16,070.40 from 
Teague Ford Company for a cargo van for the technology staff. 

 
Dr. Fouse stated that in the October board meeting he presented the parent contact policy 
for their review.  He is asking for their vote.  On a motion by Teresa Swint, seconded by 
Will Vance, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the: 
  

Parent Contact Policy 
 

All teachers in the El Dorado School District are required to have regular, two-
way, and meaningful communication with the parents of their students.  Parents of 
students who are not performing at grade level will have more frequent 
communication from their child’s teacher to discuss academic progress and 
attendance.  All parent communications will be documented on a log of telephone 
calls, emails, letter, and other means of communication. 

 



Dr. Fouse spoke with the board about the new alternative education program that the 
district is partnering with South Arkansas Regional Health Center.  The program is called 
the West Grove Street Academy.  Byron McCoy spoke with the board about the 
successes he is already seeing in working with students and showing them how to better 
handle their anger.  He spoke of courses offered for parents to help deal with their 
children and the success he is seeing in parents.  He said because of that success more 
parents are coming to the academy. 
 
Mr. Holder said the Arkansas School Boards Association Conference will be December 
5-7 at the Statehouse Convention Center in Little Rock and the board needs to elect a 
representative to the delegate assembly.  After some discussion and on a motion by Will 
Vance, seconded by Teresa Swint, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby elects Larry Holder as the district’s 
representative to the A.S.B.A. Delegate Assembly on December 5, 2006. 

 
Mr. Watson stated he would like to have a board work session and is looking at 
Thursday, November 16.  In that session he proposed the board work on high school 
facility needs. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Teresa Swint, 
and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 

 
RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
       

 


