
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

January 9, 2006 

 

The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Will Vance presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, 
Teresa Swint, and Susan Turbeville.    Also attending the board meeting was Supt. Bob 
Watson, Dr. James Fouse, Shirley Billingly, Tim Zylks, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann 
Voris. 
 
Mr. Vance called the meeting to order and asked if there were any corrections or 
additions to the minutes of the meeting held December 12.  On a motion by Wayne 
Gibson, seconded by Teresa Swint, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Larry 
Holder, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the 
business office. 
 
Mr. Vance introduced Madison Crall as the Student of the Month from Northwest  
Elementary School.  She is the daughter of Mrs. Tina Crall and a third grade student in 
Ms. Denise Phillip’s classroom.  Madison is a delightful child and is well liked by her 
classmates.  Ms. Phillips stated that she is an absolute joy to teach.  Madison attacks 
every subject and is willing to admit when she needs help.  Her enthusiasm is contagious 
and her sunny disposition brightens the classroom.  Madison loves math and likes to draw 
and write stories.  When she grows up she wants to be a singer.  If she had one wish it 
would be that her mother would be free of cancer.  Although, she enjoys her new friends 
in El Dorado a second wish would be to see her friends in California again.  Mrs. 
Simmons said that Madison is a model, well-rounded student who deserves to be 
recognized as Student of the Month.  Mr. Vance presented Madison with a certificate 
from the board. 
 
Mr. Vance stated that Pam Carr is the Classified Employee of the Month.  Mrs. Carr 
began her career at Union in 1994 as their main substitute teacher.  In November 2001 
she accepted the position as Title I aide.  Fellow employees nominating her state, “Mrs. 
Carr is a hard worker and truly cares about the students,” “she is willing to go the extra 
mile to help both the children and staff,” “Mrs. Carr is dependable and dedicated to her 
work,” and another said, “she always has a smile on her face and nice things to say to 
everyone.”  Mr. Vance congratulated Mrs. Carr and presented her with a certificate from 
the board. 
 
Tracy Sturgis is the Teacher of the Month.  Mr. Vance stated that Ms. Sturgis received 
her B.S.E. degree in elementary education from Southern Arkansas University and has 
six additional graduate hours.  She is a fifth and sixth grade teacher at Watson 
Educational Center.  Ms. Sturgis began her career in El Dorado and this is her tenth year 
of teaching in the district.  Those nominating Ms. Sturgis state that she does all she can to 
help those in her classroom.  She is very kind to her students and thinks…what else can I 
do to better the situation for this student’s learning.  Mr. Woodall said Ms. Sturgis does a 
good job with Character Education.  She spotlights core virtues that help students develop 
into caring, respectful, responsible people who make choices based on what is right, 
rather than what is easy.  Mr. Vance presented Ms. Sturgis with a certificate from the 
board. 
 
The board approved a student’s petition for transfer request to another district. 
 
Mr. Vance stated that insurance bids were received for buildings and contents, fleet, and 
board liability.  The first item was building and contents.  Mr. Watson recommended the 
low bid from United Insurance Company.  After some discussion and on a motion by 
Teresa Swint, seconded by Wayne Gibson and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 



RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $78,259 from United 
Insurance Company for insurance coverage to the district’s buildings and 
contents. 

 
Mr. Watson stated the only bid for fleet insurance was from the Arkansas Insurance 
Department.  On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 
7-0 vote it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the insurance bid of $29,608 from 
Arkansas Insurance Department for coverage to the district’s fleet of vehicles. 

 
Mr. Watson said there was also only one bid for board liability from Hoffman Henry 
Insurance Company.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and 
carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $9,849 from Hoffman 
Henry Insurance Company for the board liability insurance. 

 
Dr. Fouse stated that David Ross has been on the Citizen’s Textbook Committee for 30 
years and had recently resigned since he has gone to work for the school district.  Dr. 
Fouse asked the board to consider Shaneil Yarbrough as Mr. Ross’ replacement on the 
committee.  On a motion by Teresa Swint, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 
7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves Shaneil Yarbrough as a member of 
the Citizen’s Textbook Committee.  

 
Dr. Fouse presented recommendations for elementary math textbooks.  On a motion by 
Teresa Swint, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the book adoption from Harcourt 
for the elementary math textbooks. 

 
Mr. Watson stated that Will Vance was recognized with a Master Board Member Award 
at the Arkansas School Boards Association’s Annual Conference in December.  He noted 
that the award emphasizes training and participation that exceeds state mandates.  Mr. 
Vance has attained 50 hours of training to become a Master Board Member.  The four 
levels of awards are based on the cumulative hours of credit accumulated by board 
members by attending A.S.B.A.-sanctioned training and serving the Arkansas School 
Boards Association.   
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Teresa Swint, seconded by Larry 
Holder, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
On a motion by Teresa Swint, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, It 
was, 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby extends the employment contract of Bob 
Watson as superintendent through June 30, 2009, with an annual salary of 
$126,000 and the benefits to remain the same.  If other staff bonuses occur in the 
future, the board approves the superintendent to also receive a bonus. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

   
 

 
 


