
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

August 13, 2007 

 

The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Larry Holder presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Teresa Swint, Susan 
Turbeville, and Will Vance.  Also attending the board meeting was Supt. Bob Watson, 
Rhonda Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mr. Holder asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held July 9, 16, 17, and 27.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Joey 
Bauman, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were 
approved for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 
the business office. 
 
The board approved three student petitions for transfer requests to another school district. 
 
Bonnie Haynie presented the district’s professional development plan to the board.  She 
explained that sixty hours of professional development inservice is built into the district’s 
calendar for certified staff members.  Mrs. Haynie stated the areas of concentration for 
district-wide improvement determined by a committee that studies test data include 
identifying and targeting sub-group needs in literacy to close the achievement gap; 
implementing project-based, integrated instructional strategies and improving 
comprehensive literacy and mathematical proficiency through technology integration and 
parental involvement to promote student centered instruction.  On a motion by Teresa 
Swint, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the professional development plan.  
 
Shirley Billingly presented a district personnel update for the board.  She reported the 
district has four hundred and twenty certified employees with three hundred and ninety-
five of that number being certified teachers.  She said fifty new teachers have been hired 
so far this year and there are four vacant positions – an elementary music teacher, high 
school special education, junior high consumer science and middle school science.  She 
said the district has had fifty-two teacher resignations due to relocation and retirement 
and two new positions were added this year.  Mrs. Billingly said the hardest positions to 
fill are math, science and special education. 
 
Mr. Watson stated twelve or thirteen years ago the El Dorado School District and 
Norphlet School District applied for a free license to broadcast within the districts on 
television sites.  He noted that it would cost the district about one half million dollars to 
purchase equipment to broadcast on the bands and therefore, we have not done it.  He 
explained that we have renewed the license each year in case we made a decision to go to 



the expense of putting it into place. If the district does not use the channels by 2011 or 
2012, they will no longer belong to the district.  He stated that Utopian Wireless had 
approached him about leasing the license long term. Utopian will agree to pay the district 
$5,000 initially and $250 per month for ten years, $350 per month for the next ten years 
and $500 per month for the third ten year period, to have the license the district now 
possesses.  When the district acquired the bands several years ago they were offered free 
of charge for educational purposes.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by 
Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves a lease contract with Utopian 
Wireless for a license to broadcast on the district’s television sites. 

 
Mr. Holder stated the district election will be Tuesday, September 18 in the lobby of the 
Municipal Auditorium, 100 West Eighth Street, from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Mr. Watson 
stated that Joey Bauman is unopposed in Zone 7 and running in Zone 3 are Renee 
Skinner and Ralph Williams. 
 
Mr. Watson asked the board to consider an addition to the Annual Report to the Public.  
He explained that if a millage increase is approved by voters he would like to report how 
much money the 4.6 mills generated, where the money was spent and then if there was 
money not spent tell what fund it was placed into.  He would like that report to be a part 
of the Annual Report to the Public until that portion of the millage goes away.  On a 
motion by Will Vance, seconded by Teresa Swint, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board approves that each year whenever the Annual Report 
to the Public is given that it will include a report on how much money the 4.6 
mills generated, where the money was spent and if there was money not spent the 
patrons would be told what fund it was placed into. 

 
Rhonda Simmons stated that Micky McFatridge with the Arkansas School Boards 
Association had approached the district about using the Texas-Arkansas Purchasing 
System, known as TAPS.  He stated this is a purchasing system through the state that 
uses over four hundred and fifty vendors.  Mrs. Simmons said it creates an option to keep 
costs substantially lower for school districts when making purchases in large quantities or 
large items such as smart boards.  On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Susan 
Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board approves the district to become a part of the TAPS 
Program purchasing system.  The district will commit to the program for one 
year. 

 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Teresa Swint, seconded by Susan 
Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 



RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 


