
 
March 6, 2020 
 
TO: All Staff 
FROM: Superintendent 
RE: Pandemic  
 
The Edgewater School District is working with the Edgewater Public Health Department to 
address the critical issues raised should a pandemic coronavirus outbreak occur in this area. 
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness that can spread from person to 
person. The virus that causes COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus that was first identified during 
an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan, China. According to the World Health Organization 
(www.who.int), as of yesterday, there are now a total of 95,265 reported cases of COVID-19 
globally, and 3281 deaths. The Center for Disease Control (cdc.gov) reports that 99 of these 
cases are in the U.S., with a total of 10 deaths and 13 states reporting cases. The New Jersey 
Department of Health (nj.gov/health) has reported 2 positive cases in the state of New Jersey. 
 
If the spread continues, basic services, such as health care, public safety, education, 
transportation and utilities could be disrupted, perhaps for weeks. It is anticipated that schools 
may have to close for periods of two to twelve weeks so that the spread of the virus will be 
lessened. The state and local health departments will make that determination.  
 
With this in mind, we all must work together to put in place prevention, preparedness, 
response and recovery modules. By working together, and in concert with other agencies, each 
of us will shoulder a small part of the responsibilities involved. 
 
There are two over-arching goals: 
➢ Reducing the spread of the virus 
➢ Sustaining educational functions during a pandemic outbreak 

 
We each have a unique opportunity in reducing the potential impact of a pandemic by 
preplanning for the event and educating students and families in prevention and preparedness 
measures. 
 
There will be on-going communications from this office as we begin to identify, design and 
implement our strategies. Thank you in advance for your support and help in this endeavor. 


