
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

November 10, 2008 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Susan Turbeville presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, 
Renee Skinner, and Will Vance.  Also attending the board meeting was Supt. Bob 
Watson, Rhonda Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Tim Zylks, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann 
Voris. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held October 13, 21, and 27.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by 
Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Larry 
Holder, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the business 
office. 
 
Mayor Mike Dumas read a proclamation naming November 16 – 22 as American 
Education Week in El Dorado. 
 
The board approved three student’s petition for transfer request to another school district 
and one to attend school in the El Dorado School District.  
 
Mrs. Turbeville said that Student of the Month from Yocum Elementary is Martin 
Boerwinkle.  Martin is the son of David and the late Susan Boerwinkle and a fourth 
grader at Yocum Math and Science Academy.  He has attended Yocum for four years and 
has stood out each year as being a model student in the classroom and a model citizen.  
Martin exhibits high character in his everyday contact with the staff and his peers.  Mrs. 
Walters, his principal, states that each year Martin stands out as being an excellent 
student of math and science as he competes in Yocum’s annual Sci-Quest tournament. 
 
In the Sci-Quest competition in May, Martin was quick on the buzzer and quick with the 
answer, yet when his team lost by one point in the championship round – he immediately 
jumped up from his seat to congratulate the winning team.  This is a natural behavior for 
Martin.  His family is to be congratulated for raising such a model citizen.  Mrs. Bone, 
his teacher described him as being a caring and joyful person who is loveable, easy 
going, kind, and high-spirited.  He is excited to learn something new each day!  Yocum 
staff and students can think of no better student to represent them than Martin Boerwinkle 
as Yocum’s Student of the Month.  Mrs. Turbeville presented him with a certificate from 
the board. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville said that Student of the Month from Barton Jr. High School is Quimby 
Jones.  She is the daughter of Glen and Rhonda Jones and an eighth grader at Barton.  
Quimby was nominated for this award by the school resource officer, Lt. Kevin Holt.  He 
stated that he observes on a daily basis how patient and kind Quimby is to all students, 
but especially to one of the students with special needs. 
 
Mrs. Kemp, Quimby’s algebra teacher stated:  Although I have only had the pleasure of 
knowing Quimby a short time, I have noticed how incredibly patient and understanding 
she is with her fellow students.  There is never a cross word that comes out of her mouth.  
In addition to being so kind, she is also very devoted to her studies.  Every assignment is 
equally important to her.  I am very pleased that she has been chosen to be student of the 
month.  Mrs. Hill, her principal said I have known Quimby since she was a fifth grader at 
Washington Middle School.  She has always been a model student and a leader on 
campus.  She is a cheerleader, member of Paw Power, and a member of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.  While involved in so many activities, Quimby still manages to 
maintain a 3.85 grade point average.  She is not a child that seeks attention for herself; 
however, her innate kindness and consideration of others makes her stand out in a crowd. 
 



The adolescent years are not known for kindness to those who do not always fit in with 
the crowd.  There is one such student who had developed a strong attachment to Quimby.  
At a time when many would be cruel in pointing out his differences, Quimby makes him 
feel part of her crowd.  She sits with him at lunch and walks to class with him.  In fact, 
Quimby was recently absent during lunchtime and he was quite at a loss as to where to 
sit.  However, I believe her example of inclusion was emulated by another student when 
he invited this young man to eat with him.  That old saying about “you never know who 
is watching you” proved to be true in this instance.  The staff and students are proud that 
Quimby Jones represents Barton as Student of the Month!  Mrs. Turbeville presented her 
with a certificate from the board. 
 
Michael Cobb, with Cobb and Suskie, C.P.A., gave the district’s audit report.  Mr. Cobb 
said $31,750,000 is the amount the district needs in order to have adequate funding to pay 
bills and operate.  He said district expenses are about $3 million a month.  He explained 
the district collected about $10 million in local property taxes and received about $20 
million in state funding – “Which is up a little.  This year you were a little in the red and 
last year you were a little in the black,” he said.  The audit report lists the amount of 
money in various funds, which show “where the budget action takes place,” Mr. Cobb 
said.  He also said before you transferred money to capital projects (the new high school) 
and debt service, you were $195,000 in the black.  He noted the district operated better 
than the budget by about $250,000, which is a commendable thing.   
 
Mr. Cobb said auditors look to ensure the district is complying with federal program 
standards to receive federal dollars and are also charged with looking to see what could 
go wrong – and listed a tornado or if there is computer failure, as possibilities.  He did 
suggest the district provide nutrition program information in a more timely fashion and 
Mr. Watson assured the board that any audit issue would be addressed immediately.  Mr. 
Cobb stated, “We issue clean opinions – no weaknesses in internal control.  Your fiscal 
condition is okay.”  He noted that the district – along with most school districts in the 
state – had been mandated by the state to upgrade facilities.  He listed what the district 
has done to comply with state mandates – passed a 4.6 mill increase and then transferred 
1.4 mills to debt service.  “This board works hard on goals and objectives and how to 
accomplish those goals and objectives.  It is not an accident when a district is fiscally 
sound and the books and records are in good shape,” Mrs. Cobb said. 
 
Mr. Watson stated that the board members have before them twelve names selected to 
form a committee to research and study the possibility of school uniforms for El Dorado 
students.  The committee will consist of students and parents of students from all the 
schools in the district:  Jordan Coleman, Sequoia Snowden, Cindy Anzalone, and Todd 
Whatley, El Dorado High School; Nick Daniel, Union School; Clark Smith, Barton 
Junior High School; Johnny Richardson, Washington Middle School; Colisha Moses, 
Hugh Goodwin Elementary School; Cara Jobe, Northwest Elementary School; Shanda 
McDaniel, Retta Brown Elementary School; Charles McClelland, Yocum Elementary 
School, and Heather McGarity, Central Office.  Mr. Watson said most committees consist 
of five to twelve members or with more it becomes unmanageable. The committee will 
gather research and conduct surveys before making a recommendation to the school 
board for or against school uniforms for El Dorado students. He plans for the committee 
to have their first meeting prior to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville stated the Arkansas School Boards Association Conference will be 
December 3-5 in Little Rock.  She noted that the board needs to elect a representative to 
the delegate assembly.  Joy Bauman nominated Susan Turbeville.  On a motion by Joey 
Bauman, seconded by Will Vance, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves Susan Turbeville as the board’s 
representative to the delegate assembly at the Arkansas School Boards 
Conference on December 3-5, 2008. 

 
Mr. Watson talked with the board about consideration of securing private funding to help 
make up the difference in the money the district has for the high school and the estimated 
costs.  When the district first began determining ways to fund a new state-mandated high 
school, the cost was estimated at about $32 million.  Since then, costs of building 



supplies have skyrocketed and the estimated costs to build a new school have continued 
to rise.  Wayne Gibson said several school districts throughout the state have sought 
private funding to help with costs of renovating, upgrading, and providing new facilities 
for their students.  Mr. Watson said with board approval, the district will seek private 
funding and possibly name the arena, theatre, benches, seats, weight room, arena lobby, 
and other buildings and areas of the new high school after a contributor or whoever they 
wish.  Once a draft of the proposal is completed Mr. Watson said he would like the board 
to look at it, consider it, and vote their wishes. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

   

 

 
 


