
  Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

July 14, 2008 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Larry Holder presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Renee Skinner, and 
Will Vance.  Director Susan Turbeville entered the meeting prior to the second item of 
business.  Also attending was Supt. Bob Watson, Rhonda Simmons, Shirley Billingly, 
Bonnie Haynie, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mr. Holder asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held June 12 and June 23.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Will 
Vance, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the business 
office. 
 
Don Thompson presented the end of year financial report and transfer of funds.  Mr. 
Thompson explained that all revenue received from the state and local tax collections is 
deposited into the general operating fund.  All certified employees are paid from the 
teacher salary fund and on June 30 all negative balances in the teacher salary fund must 
be cleared with transfers to that fund.  He said funds cannot be deposited into the teacher 
salary fund – they must be transferred, according to state mandates.  He said the ending 
cash balance in the teacher salary and general operating fund is $3,170,127. 
 
On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the end of year financial report and   
 transfer of funds. 
 
Mr. Watson stated that bids were received on milk, bread, and grocery products for the 
upcoming school year.  He noted that Foremost and Borden did not return bids but 
Turner-Coleman submitted bids reflecting a daily delivery or a three day a week delivery.  
He recommended the bid for the three day a week delivery.  On a motion by Joey 
Bauman, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid received from Turner-
Coleman for milk, orange juice, apple juice, and punch for the 2008-09 school 
year. 

 
Mr. Watson said bids were received for bread from three vendors.  He recommended the 
low bid from Earthgrains/Sara Lee for sandwich bread, hot dog buns, and hamburger 
buns.  On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 
vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid from Earthgrains/Sara 
Lee for sandwich bread, hot dog buns, and hamburger buns. 

 
Grocery bids were received from six companies and Mr. Watson discussed different 
categories with the board.  He recommended the low bid in each category.  On a motion 
by Will Vance, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid in each category for the 
grocery items. 

 
Gasoline and diesel bids were received for the 2008-09 school year.  Mr. Watson stated 
that two companies responded.   
 
 
 



 Company     Gasoline  Diesel 
Felton Oil Company, El Dorado   $.0288   $.0288 
Sewell Oil Company, El Dorado     .0200     .0200 
 
Mr. Watson recommended the low bid from Sewell Oil Company. On a motion by Joey 
Bauman, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $.0200 per gallon for 
gasoline and diesel for the 2008-09 school year. 

 
Mr. Watson explained to the board that he would like to install a new commercial rubber 
flooring product in the main hallway at Washington Middle School and the foyer and 
cafeteria at Yocum Elementary.  He said for years the district has used vinyl tile floors in 
those areas and maintenance consisting of waxing and buffing is expensive.  He said the 
rubber floor is advertised as softer and easier to walk on and also requires no waxing and 
buffing and will be low maintenance.  Even though the rubber floor costs about four 
times as much to place in the schools, the product is advertised to pay for itself in seven 
to ten years due to less maintenance.  He said tiles at Washington will be blue and gray 
and green and beige at Yocum.   
 
 Company        Amount 
JGP, Inc., Little Rock     $48,400.00 
Performance Surfaces, Oklahoma City    51,209.00 
 

On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 
vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid $48,400.00 from JGP, Inc. 
for commercial rubber flooring for Washington Middle School and Yocum 
Elementary School. 

 
Mr. Watson said the renewal is due for the annual membership with the Arkansas School 
Boards Association and asked the boards consideration.  On a motion by Joey Bauman, 
seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried by a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the renewal of membership for 
2008-09 with the Arkansas School Boards Association. 

 
Larry Walters spoke with the board about high school grade classification requirements.  
He asked the board’s consideration for pupils to be classified for homeroom based on the 
following requirements:  freshmen and sophomore students would be required to 
successfully complete four units, with one unit of math and one unit of English.  He said 
ninth-grade students would be required to take end-of-year algebra tests and if students 
do not pass the test, they would be required to successfully complete algebra during a 
summer session.  Students who do not pass the summer session of algebra would repeat 
that grade.  Sophomores would be required to successfully complete end-of-course exams 
in geometry and the same scenario would apply – if a student cannot pass the geometry 
exam at the end of the school year or during a summer session – they would have to 
repeat that grade.  He noted they want students to have to pass algebra and need this to 
meet AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress).  AYP is a system mandated by the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001 which requires each state to ensure that all schools and districts make 
adequate yearly progress.  He said that lots of schools have this in place because of 
testing.  Mr. Walters also told the board that juniors would be required to have ten units 
at the end of their eleventh grade, two units of math and two units of English are required 
for four of those required units.  Seniors would need fifteen units, three of math and three 
of English.  If the board approved the request, the new high school grade classification 
requirements will begin with the 2008-09 freshman class.  After some discussion and on 
a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the high school grade classification 
as presented to start with the 2008-09 freshman class. 

 



Shirley Billingly informed the board the district has hired forty-six new teachers with six 
positions left to fill before the beginning of the school year on August 19.  She said that 
positions in math, art, English, special education, gifted and talented, and a new position 
this year of Literacy Chair are what are needed before school starts.  Mrs. Billingly said 
the district will start the new school year with 619 employees with 412 of those being 
certified staff.   
 
Mr. Watson told the board that the Discipline Committee had made recommendation to 
revisit the policy on school uniforms.  He said in 1998-1999, the State Board of 
Education passed a law to let each school district decide for themselves whether or not 
their students would be required to wear uniforms.  The state board determined that 
individual boards would select a committee to bring a recommendation before the board   
 
During the 1999 – 2000 school year the El Dorado School Board appointed a committee, 
made up of students, parents, teachers, members of the community, and administrators to 
weigh the facts for or against school uniforms.  After many meetings and study, the 
committee brought a proposal to the board that was against school uniforms. Mr. Watson 
said that eight to nine years later things have changed and wanted to ask the board if they 
wished to appoint a committee to study the possibility of school uniforms again.   He said 
the district is 61 percent low socio-economic population.  Mr. Watson reminded the 
board that the law says we cannot decide uniforms – the committee has to make that 
proposal to the board.  Some school uniform studies show that uniforms help with 
discipline and in terms of safety, it is easier to see people who don’t belong on campus 
whenever students wear uniforms.  Safety, discipline, and attitude were the driving forces 
behind the arguments for school uniforms.  Mr. Watson noted that he would like a 
committee to study the possibility of school uniforms and bring a proposal to the board 
for or against them.  He said the decision about school uniforms will not be made for the 
2008-2009 school year. After a time of discussion and on a motion by Will Vance, 
seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 6 -1 vote with Joey Bauman voting no, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent to appoint a 
School Uniform Committee to bring a recommendation to the board.  

 
Mr. Holder announced the New Teacher Breakfast will be Friday, August 8 at 7:30 a.m. 
at the El Dorado Golf and Country Club.  Also, Opening Session for Certified Staff will 
be Monday, August 18 at 8:00 a.m. at the El Dorado High School Gym. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 


