
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

May 13, 2008 

 

The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Larry Holder presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Vicky Dobson, Susan Turbeville, and Will Vance.  
Directors Wayne Gibson and Renee Skinner were absent.  Also attending the board 
meeting was Supt. Bob Watson, Rhonda Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Tim Zylks, Don 
Thompson, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mr. Holder asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the meeting 
held April 14.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried 
on a 5-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Joey 
Bauman, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 5-0 vote, the bills were 
approved for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 
the business office. 
 
Mr. Holder introduced Stacy Gulick and noted that she was chosen the teacher of the 
month in March but was ill and unable to attend the board meeting then.  He said Mrs. 
Gulick received her Bachelor of Science in Education degree from Southern Arkansas 
University and has three additional graduate hours.  This is her twentieth year of teaching 
in our district and she is the K-4 Focus Coordinator and Science X-lab teacher at Yocum.  
Those nominating Mrs. Gulick stated that she goes over and beyond the call of duty.  She 
is always willing to go the extra mile to help students understand.  She makes science fun 
and students love to go to her class.   
 
Mrs. Walters stated that in the twenty years that Mrs. Gulick has been in the district she 
has taught special education and kindergarten at Hugh Goodwin and the last three years 
has served as the Focus Coordinator at Yocum Math and Science Academy.  She is 
responsible for scheduling monthly events, coordinating the science and engineering 
program, spending focus funds, setting up guest speakers, and coordinates all science 
lessons taught at Yocum.  In addition to all this, Mrs. Gulick teaches twenty-nine X-labs 
(hands on science lessons) each week.  Mrs. Gulick has brushed up on her knowledge of 
all the sciences, coordinates the larges science fair in El Dorado, and gets mentally 
prepared each year to dissect twenty-nine animals, such as sharks, starfish, and this year – 
squids.  Mrs. Gulick is always taking pictures of Yocum students for the newspaper, 
visiting area day cares with animals and looking for exciting programs to bring to the 
school.  She has a true love for her students and gives 110% to the job ahead of her.  Mrs. 
Gulick is remembered fondly by many of her past students and parents because of the 
love and dedication she has given to her students.  Yocum is very blessed to have Mrs. 
Gulick as a member of their staff!  Mr. Holder presented her with a certificate from the 
board. 
 
Carolyn Smith reported that during a science competition held at Southern Arkansas 
University in Magnolia in March, one hundred sixty-three El Dorado students attended 
and forty-four students were awarded first, second or third place cash prizes.  She 
congratulated students who placed during the competition and presented certificates of 
achievement. 
 
Geni Smith, chair of the Personnel Policies Committee, proposed that board members 
consider two changes to the policy – a replacement of definitions and combining two 
improvement plans for students.  Mr. Watson asked the board members to consider these 
and vote in the June board meeting. 
 
Bonnie Haynie presented the ACT Support Plan to the board.  She noted that nationally, 
more than one million students need remedial coursework to graduate and only half take 
the minimum core curriculum they need in high school to be successful.  Mrs. Haynie 
said that goals of the plan include:  develop an organized effort to educate students, 
parents, and teachers about what is necessary for college success; identify congruencies 
between the district’s curriculum and the college readiness curriculum; use appropriate 



data to plan students’ programs of study and implement a preparation support system for 
students. 
 
The three primary program components to provide student data for targeted assistance 
will include an EXPLORE test for eighth-graders, the PLAN program for 10th graders, 
and the ACT, which will be given to 11th grade students.  The EXPLORE is a baseline 
assessment that will provide early indicators of college readiness and will be used to 
develop high school course plans.  Areas of academic need for eighth-grade students will 
be identified with test results and curriculum will be improved.  The PLAN for tenth 
graders will provide early indicators of college readiness in English, math, reading and 
science.  Mrs. Haynie said an ACT Support Center will be located downstairs in the TAC 
House and the school district will partner with South Arkansas Community College and 
the Boys and Girls Club.  
 
Another portion of the plan includes planning and implementing Kittens conferences at 
Barton and Cyclone conferences at Union, similar to CATS conferences at El Dorado 
High School, to guide students as they schedule courses needed for graduation and 
college readiness.  Juniors in high school will be required to take the ACT, to see what 
their needs are to prepare for college and to graduate from high school.  The plan will 
include Online Prep (ACT’s Internet-delivered preparation program that allows students 
access to test preparation activities), the Real ACT Prep Guide and other materials to 
increase ACT test scores.  Mrs. Haynie asked the board to consider letting the staff try 
this for one year and then report back to the board to let them know what works and what 
doesn’t work.  Mr. Watson stated with the El Dorado Promise there is a greater 
opportunity for students to go to college.  We want to do this for our students and better 
prepare them for the ACT.  Susan Turbeville motioned to suspend the rules, seconded by 
Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 5-0 vote.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville to approve 
the ACT Plan, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the ACT Plan as presented.  
 
Mr. Watson stated that in April meeting the board approved the office and instructional 
supplies for the 2008-09 school year.  They were later informed that the business could 
not meet their obligation to provide the needed supplies to the district.  New bids were 
received and prices had already increased by about $3,000, Mr. Watson said.  
 
 Company         Amount 
School Specialty Company     $20,601.24 
Teacher’s Pet         19,900.00 
 
On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Joey Bauman and carried on a 5-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $19,900.00 from 
Teacher’s Pet for office and instructional supplies for the 2008-09 school year. 

 
Mr. Zylks stated that last month the board approved bids on one route bus and two trip 
buses.  Mr. Zylks said that since the bids from Central States (Bluebird) were not the 
lowest, the state informed him the district would need to re-bid the buses.  He explained 
to the board that since the state had conducted the bid process and had already accepted 
the low bid he was told that we must accept the low bid, too.  He mentioned that if we 
didn’t want to do that then we could go out on our own and re-bid the bus purchases 
ourselves.  As a result of doing that the results were: 
 
For one Type C 65 passenger route bus: 
 
 Company         Amount 
Diamond States Bus Company    $66,465.00 
Central States Bus Sales       67,995.00 
Merl’s Bus Sales        70,741.00 
 
Mr. Watson stated he is recommending the low bid from Diamond States Bus Company.   



 
For two Type D 71 passenger trip buses: 
 
 Company         Each     Amount 
Diamond States Bus Company           $80.998.00           $161,996.00 
Central States Bus Sales    83,990.00  167,980.00 
Merl’s Bus Sales                85,282.00  170,564.00 
 
The recommendation was to go with the low bid from Diamond State Bus Company. On 
a motion by Vicky Dobson, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the purchase of one Type C 65 
passenger route bus from Diamond States Bus Company for $66,465.00 and two 
Type D 71 passenger trip buses from Diamond States Bus Company for 
$161,996.00. 
 

Mr. Watson said that one bid on carpet for the library and vinyl for the annex at Barton 
Jr. High was received.  He reminded the board that the district does not receive more bids 
because a general contractor’s license is required. 
  
 Company         Amount 
Ken’s Discount Building Supply    $18,447.92 
 
On a motion by Joey Bauman, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $18,447.92 from Ken’s 
Discount for carpet and vinyl at Barton. 

 
Mr. Watson said that bids for asbestos abatement at Barton, Washington, and Yocum 
were received: 
 
 Company          Amount 
Snyder Environmental, Morrilton, AR   $27,345.00 
Gerken Environmental Enterprises, Springfield, MO   32,400.00 
Environmental Protection Associates, Little Rock, AR   43,632.00 
 
On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $27,345.00 from Snyder 
Environmental for asbestos abatement for Barton Jr. High School, Washington 
Middle School, and Yocum Elementary School. 

 
Mr. Watson visited with the board about considering an increase in the district’s mileage 
reimbursement.  He noted that it is currently at $.40 and suggested an increase to at least 
$.43 per mile.  He said the price of gasoline and diesel had gone up twice in the past two 
weeks – since district administration started considering a mileage increase.  After a time 
of discussion and on a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Will Vance, and carried 
on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves a new mileage reimbursement rate 
to be $.45 per mile effective May 14, 2008. 

 
Mr. Holder reminded board members that the upcoming dinner for retiring employees 
will be held at the El Dorado Golf and Country Club on Tuesday, May 20 at 6:30 p.m.  
He said the high school baccalaureate will be Sunday, May 18 at 8:00 p.m. and 
graduation will be Thursday, May 22 at 8:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 



 
RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 


