
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
July 28, 2009 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Susan Turbeville presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, 
Renee Skinner, and Will Vance. Also attending was Supt. Bob Watson, Rhonda 
Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Tim Zylks, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meeting held June 8.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Joey Bauman, and 
carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Larry 
Holder, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the 
business office. 
 
Don Thompson brought before the board the end of year financial report and transfer of 
funds.  Mr. Thompson noted the need to transfer $788,167.00 from the General Operating 
Fund to the Regular Building Fund for the new high school, $1,362,041.24 from the 
General Operating Fund to the Debt Service for Bond payments, $16,368,603.27 from the 
General Operating Fund to the Regular Teachers Salary Fund, and $810,214.35 from 
General Operating Restricted Funds to Teachers Salary Restricted Funds.  On a motion 
by Larry Holder, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the end of year financial report and   
 transfer of funds. 
 
Mr. Watson presented the following bids for cabinets at Washington Middle School. 
 
 Company         Amount 
Millworx, Inc., Springdale, AR    $18,131.00 
D. G. Martin & Assoc., Beebe, AR      24,000.00 
 
On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $18,131.00 from 
Millworx for cabinets at Washington Middle School. 

 
Mr. Watson presented bids for painting at Washington Middle School. 
 
 Company         Amount 
Mystic Creek Construction, El Dorado   $18,785.00 
Gary Wilson Construction, Hampton      22,608.00 
Hargett Construction, El Dorado      38,750.00 
 
On a motion by Joey Bauman, seconded by Renee Skinner, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $18,785.00 from 
Mystic Creek Construction for painting at Washington Middle School. 

 
Mr. Watson explained to the board that the following bids were received for electrical 
work at Washington Middle School. 
 
 Company         Amount 
Evers Electric Company, El Dorado    $23,650.00 
El-Ark Electric Company, El Dorado      27,490.00 
Quality Electric Company, El Dorado     31,900.00 
 
On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 



RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $23,650.00 from 
Evers Electric Company for electrical work at Washington Middle School. 

 
Tim Zylks presented the gasoline bids received for the upcoming school year.   
 
 Company      Gasoline Diesel 
Hill Oil Company, El Dorado      No Bid 
South Arkansas Oil Company, El Dorado    No Bid 
Felton Oil Company, El Dorado     No Bid 
Sewell Oil Company, El Dorado    $.0175  $.0175 
Petroleum Traders, Ft. Wayne, Indiana     .0539    .0560 
 
On a motion by Joey Bauman, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approved the low bid of $.0175 for gasoline 
and $.0175 for diesel from Sewell Oil Company for the 2009 – 2010 school year. 

 
Shirley Billingly reported to the board that the district only has three positions to fill for 
the 2009 – 2010 school year – two in English and one school psychologist. She noted that 
plans are to have these positions filled by the end of the week. She reported the district 
has six hundred nineteen employees and of that four hundred twenty-three are certified 
staff and one hundred ninety-six are classified staff.  Mrs. Billingly said thirty-nine new 
teachers have been hired for the upcoming school year.  She also reported that the district 
has approved seventeen transfers within the district, forty-three resignations and/or 
relocations and three new positions.   
 
Mrs. Simmons reported the district has approved forty-three students into the district 
through school choice and fifteen students have chosen to school choice out of the 
district.   
 
Mr. Watson stated he recently attended a meeting at the South Central Service 
Cooperative regarding an update of requirements for district-wide student handbooks to 
meet state education mandates.  He brought before the board some policy changes for the 
board’s consideration.  Mr. Watson discussed the problems that cell phones are creating 
at El Dorado High School and Barton junior High School.  He said present school policy 
concerning cell phones allows students at the high school and junior high school who 
participate in an event or function at the school after regular school hours may bring cell 
phones to school.  Those phones are supposed to be turned off during regular school 
hours, Mr. Watson said.  He noted the cell phone situation is deplorable and that students 
have used cell phones during school hours to cheat on tests by texting, sending pictures, 
recording events, and last year a text message with incorrect information was sent from 
one student to another and spread throughout the campus which in turn resulted in many 
students leaving school.  The prohibited use of cell phones at school is out of control, Mr. 
Watson said.  He asked the board to review the noted handbook changes, meet soon for a 
work session to discuss them, and vote in the August board meeting. 
 
Mr. Watson reminded the board that the appointed School Uniform Committee brought 
before the board in the May board meeting a recommendation for school uniforms for the 
2010 – 2011 school year.  He stated that fifty-two percent of the committee voted for 
school uniforms and he feels that percentage is not a clear mandate.  Mr. Watson said that 
about 4,000 questionnaires were sent home with students last school year to receive input 
from parents about the school uniform issue.  Of that number, the committee received 
only 1,350 replies with forty-nine percent in favor of uniforms, thirty-seven percent 
against uniforms, and fourteen percent were undecided.  The Uniform Committee’s vote 
of fifty-two percent then recommended that students and staff begin wearing uniforms at 
the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year. 
 
Mr. Watson met with the co-chairs of the Uniform Committee about the committee’s 
recommendation.  After that meeting Mr. Watson said his recommendation is that the 
district make a concerted effort to solicit parents support to enforce the current dress code 



for the first semester and come back to the board for a vote in the December board 
meeting 
 
 Joey Bauman then said he would like to call for a vote to not implement school 
uniforms.  His motion was seconded by Will Vance.  After some discussion about proper 
procedure, Mr. Bauman withdrew his motion.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded 
by Larry Holder, and carried on a 5-2 vote with Joey Bauman and Will Vance voting no, 
it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves to table the vote on school 
uniforms.  

 
On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 5-2 vote, 
with Joey Bauman and Will Vance voting no, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendation to determine if the current dress code can be enforced during the 
first semester of the 2009–2010 school year and vote on the School Uniform 
Committee’s recommendation in the December board meeting 

 
Mr. Watson stated renewal of the district’s membership to the Arkansas School Boards 
Association is due and asked for their consideration.  On a motion by Vicky Dobson, 
seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the renewal of membership for 
2009-2010 to the Arkansas School Boards Association. 

 
Mr. Watson said the upcoming school election is Tuesday, September 15 and Will Vance 
is running unopposed.  Whenever a board member is running unopposed the board can 
pass a resolution for early and absentee voting to be held at the Union County Court 
House.  On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 
vote, the following was approved by the board: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS Act 1174 of 2005 provides that in any election year if no more than 
one (1) candidate for school district director presents a petition or notice in writing to 
the county board of election commissioners as required by §6-14-111 and if there are no 
other ballot issues to be submitted to district electors for consideration, with the 
exception of the local tax rate if that rate is not being changed or restructured, the board 
of directors of any school district, by resolution, may request the county board of election 
commissioners to reduce the number of polling places or to open no polling places on 
election day so that the election can be conducted by absentee ballot and early voting 
only. 
 

AND WHEREAS only one (1) candidate has filed for School Director, Zone 2, 
that office being the only one to be elected for El Dorado school District at the 2009 
School election to be held on September 15, 2009. 
 

AND WHEREAS there are no other ballot issues to be submitted to district 
electors for consideration with the exception of the local tax rate which is not being 
changed or restructured. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of El Dorado School District hereby 
requests the Union County Board of Election Commissioners to open no polling places in 
El Dorado School District on September 15, 2009, so that the election can be conducted 
by absentee ballot and early voting only. 
 
Mr. Watson then brought before the board the stimulus stabilization budget.  He noted the 
district will state in the budget request that we are building a new three hundred and 
seventeen thousand square foot high school to be opened August of 2011.  The school 
will need new furniture for the entire facility that includes everything from desks, storage 



cabinets, shelving, media, guidance, and administrative center furnishings, technology 
labs, and cafeteria tables and chairs.  This furniture is for fourteen hundred and fifty 
students and one hundred and twenty-five staff members.  The estimated cost is one 
million dollars. 
 
 The high school will need a public address system throughout the building at an 
estimated cost of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.  In order to secure the safety of 
all the occupants in the building a video surveillance system will be required.  A price 
provided to the district would be a little over three hundred and fifty thousand dollars.  A 
remote entry lock system is needed to control traffic in and out of the building with an 
estimated price of twenty-five thousand dollars.  All three of these expenses are to assure 
good communication and security for all using the building. 
 
 The new El Dorado High School has a great need for technology to support our 
instructional program.  Over the next two years we would like to purchase sixty-one 
smart boards, sixty-one LCD projectors, eighty-five document cameras, and fifty-six 
carts for this equipment.  This equipment will create a greater opportunity for teachers to 
reinforce learning for all their students.  The cost of this additional technology over the 
next two years will be two hundred and sixty-one thousand five hundred and forty-two 
dollars and fifty-one cents. 
 
 A project narrative is included to buy new science equipment for student use.  The 
projected price of that equipment is three hundred eighty-three thousand four hundred 
eighty-five dollars and fifty-one cents. 
 
 District wide renovations and upgrades on our buildings beginning February of 
2009 through 2011 would cost one million three hundred and fifty-two thousand dollars.  
Nine hundred thousand of those dollars would be to roof buildings on five campuses in 
our district.  The remaining four hundred and fifty thousand would be for painting, 
replacing floor coverings, replacing HVAC systems, install new insulated ceilings with 
energy saving lights, window replacements, and electrical upgrade.  This is an effort to 
improve the learning environment beyond what our present budget provides over the next 
two years. 
 
 State and local taxes on the above projected of three million six hundred twenty-
two thousand one hundred and sixty-seven dollars and twenty-one cents would be three 
hundred thirty-five thousand, fifty dollars and forty-six cents. 
 
 We are requesting eleven thousand dollars in architectural expenses for all the 
work listed, Mr. Watson said.  The stimulus stabilization budget request totals three 
million, nine hundred sixty-eight thousand, two hundred seventeen dollars and sixty-
seven cents.  On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 7-0 
vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the district’s request of three 
million, nine hundred sixty-eight thousand, two hundred seventeen dollars and 
sixty-seven cents for stimulus stabilization dollars.  

 
Mr. Watson said the upcoming New Teacher Breakfast will be held at 7:30 a.m. on 
August 7 at the El Dorado Golf and Country Club and the Opening Session for Certified 
Staff will be held at 8:00 a.m. on August 17 at the El Dorado High School gym. 
 
The board approved a student transfer request to the Norphlet School District. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Renee 
Skinner, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
  

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  

 



There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
       
       
 
 


