
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

April 13, 2009 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Susan Turbeville presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, 
Renee Skinner and Will Vance.  Also attending was Supt. Bob Watson, Rhonda 
Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Tim Zylks, Bonnie Haynie, Don Thompson, and Lou Ann 
Voris. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held March 9 and April 7.  On a motion Wayne Gibson, seconded by Larry 
Holder, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Larry 
Holder, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the business 
office. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville recognized Kaitlin Gaul as the Student of the Month from Barton Junior 
High School.  Kaitlin is an eighth grade student who has maintained a perfect 4.0 grade 
point this year while participating in many school activities.  These include basketball 
and the school production of High School Musical on Stage.  She is the daughter of 
Debbie and Kelly Gaul and has five brothers and sisters – ranging in age from1 to 17.  
Kaitlin was nominated by more than one of her teachers which is a great indication of 
how highly the staff regards her.  Mrs. Tommey said this is Kaitlin’s first year in El 
Dorado and she has been a wonderful addition to Barton.  She is a terrific student, very 
involved in school activities, and a great role model for other students.  Mrs. Hostetter 
said Kaitlin is a great student, a hard worker, easy to get along with, and a dream to have 
in class.  Mrs. Thompson, our attendance clerk, said Kaitlin has been working in the 
attendance office for the last few weeks and is an excellent office worker.  She is very 
dependable and very mature for her age.  She can handle any task I throw at her.  I am 
delighted that she has been chosen student of the month.  Her principal, Mrs. Hill said, “I 
have spent a little time with Kaitlin helping her polish her second place regional History 
Day essay in preparation for state competition and I concur with everything her teachers 
have said.  She is a top notch student and more importantly, a top notch young lady.  I am 
thrilled that Kaitlin Gaul is representing Barton as El Dorado School District Student of 
the Month.  Mrs. Turbeville presented her with a certificate from the board. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville introduced Nicholas Moore as Student of the Month from Washington 
Middle School.  Nicholas is the son of Angela Avery and a sixth grader.  His teachers, 
Mrs. Long and Mrs. Aryee said that Nicholas has always shown excellent student 
behavior in and outside of the classroom.  He is a role model to other students and never 
minds lending a helping hand to others.  His principal, Mrs. Vines said Nicholas is 
worthy of this award due to his outstanding character, both in and out of the classroom.  
He exhibits respect for others, is a responsible student and citizen, and he perseveres to 
meet his goals.  She noted that he works well with others and is a motivator to those 
around him.  Staff and students are proud that Nicholas was chosen Student of the Month.  
Mrs. Turbeville presented his with a certificate from the board. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville said that Teacher of the Month is Gay Bechtelheimer.  Mrs. 
Bechtelheimer received her Bachelor of Art in Art Education degree from Louisiana Tech 
University and graduated cum laude.  This is her twenty-fifth year of teaching art with 
twenty-three of those in our district.  She currently teaches at Northwest Elementary 
School.  Those nominating Mrs. Bechtelheimer stated that she is an amazing art teacher.  
The students know that she loves them and wants them to express their own ideas.  To 
achieve this she makes the art room a safe environment for them to create.  Mrs. 
Bechtelheimer has a tender spirit and really connects with each child on their level.  
Another said that she is a gifted artist and knows how to bring out the best in students that 
are experiencing art for the first time.  One teacher said – to put it simply, Gay 
Bechtelheimer is a wonderful teacher and a blessing to her students and to this district.  
Staff and students are proud that Mrs. Bechtelheimer was chosen Teacher of the Month. 



Geni Smith, chair of the Personnel Policies Committee gave an update regarding the 
committee’s wish for consideration of an online grade book where parents are allowed to 
view their child’s test scores.  Mrs. Smith noted that currently hard copies of student’s 
progress reports are mailed to parents. Mr. Watson said that some people move so much 
it is hard to have a current address.  Mrs. Smith said if the online grade book is 
implemented in the school district, teachers will post a student’s grades on the web on a 
routine schedule so parents can check their child’s grades throughout a nine week grading 
period.  The system would be designed so teachers could even post a child’s test scores 
and/or homework assignments online from their personal computers at night or on 
weekends.  Integrating the online grading system could also save the district money as 
hard copies of grades would not have to be mailed which would save paper, envelopes, 
and postage.  Mr. Watson said that progress reports are mailed to parents by bulk mail 
and in the near future, the postal service will begin charging an additional fee if a parent 
has moved from the previous address and the postal service searches for the new address.  
Mr. Watson told the board if the district continues sending hard copies of student grades 
through the mail the district will have to begin sending letters by first class to save money 
if bulk mail rates increase to search for a correct address. 
 
Mrs. Smith noted that parents without computers can check their child’s grades at 
computers available at each school campus in the district as well as Barton Library.  She 
further explained that parents and their students would have user names and passwords 
required to access their grade information and that students could print out their grade 
information from a computer at school to take home for their parents, if there is no 
computer at the student’s home.  She also assured board members that online grade sites 
would be secure.  Mrs. Smith said the committee will continue research on the program 
and will report back to the board with a recommendation in the near future.  She said the 
committee could possibly recommend a pilot program for grades nine through twelve for 
the 2009 – 2010 school year and then expand the program by the next school year to 
include grades kindergarten through eight. 
 
Bonnie Haynie presented the district’s 2009 Magna Award plaque to members of the 
board.  She stated the district’s “Waiting to Excel” program, a literacy camp conducted to 
improve the literacy skills of a target student group, was recognized in the April 2009 
issue of the American School Board Journal.  The National School Board Association’s 
annual conference was held recently in San Diego and the El Dorado School District was 
honored for receiving a Magna Award honorable mention for “Waiting to Excel.”  Mrs. 
Haynie said that this year, “Waiting to Excel” is expanding and two sessions are being 
scheduled - one at Barton Junior High and the other at Washington Middle School.  
Wayne Gibson, a board member who was instrumental in coordinating the program and 
also serves as vice president of the Arkansas School Boards Association, attended the 
national convention.  He reported that he was very proud and pleased to represent our 
district and after the district was recognized for the award at the national convention, 
people from throughout the country were asking about the program.  He also said that 
hearing about some of the problems faced by other districts throughout the country made 
him appreciate what we have here.  He stated that suggestions to implement parenting 
classes and to encourage non-profit and religious organizations to become more involved 
with educating students and their parents were mentioned during the convention. 
 
Mr. Watson stated the following bids were received for sidewalk canopies at Hugh 
Goodwin Elementary School. 
 
      Company        Amount 
F & J Construction, Hampton, AR   $36,400.00 
AACE, Inc., Shreveport, LA      19,987.00 
Smith Canopy Company, Bastrop, LA    21,514.00 
 
On a motion by Joey Bauman, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid from AACE, Inc. for 
$19,987.00 for sidewalk canopies at Hugh Goodwin Elementary School. 
 



Mr. Watson presented bids received for office and instructional supplies.   
 
 Company       Amount 
Ace Educational Supplies No bid sheet was returned but 5% off catalog prices 

was given 
 
Teacher’s Pet        $20,863.34 
 
On a motion by Joey Bauman, seconded by Renee Skinner, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid from Teacher’s Pet of 
$20,863.34 for office and instructional supplies for the 2009 – 2010 school year. 

 
Tim Zylks presented the following bids for district paper. 
 
 Company     Per Case  Amount 
RIS Paper Company, Uniontown, OH  $25.77           $46,386.00 
Sam’s Club, Monroe, LA      25.6777            46,219.20 
 
On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Renee Skinner, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid from RIS Paper Company 
for $46,386.00 for paper for the 2009 – 2010 school year. 
 

Tim Zylks presented bids received on buses. 
 
Three Type C 65 passenger route buses: 
 
 Company                 Each                      Amount 
Diamond State Bus Company          $69,025.00      $207,075.00 
Central States Bus Sales             69,945.00        209,835.00 
Merl’s Bus Sales               72,037.00        216,111.00 
 
One Type A 15 passenger bus: 
 
Merl’s Bus Sales              $50,658.00 
Central States Bus Sales               53,985.00 
Diamond State Bus Company               54,250.00 
 
On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid from Diamond State Bus 
Company for three type C 65 passenger route buses for $207,075.00 and the bid 
from Merl’s Bus Sales for one type A 15 passenger bus for $50,658.00. 

 
Mr. Watson visited with the board about having the Retiring District Employees Dinner 
on May 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the El Dorado Golf and Country Club. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by  Wayne Gibson, seconded by Joey 
Bauman, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations, and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 


