
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
October 10, 2011 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Vicky Dobson presiding.  Other 
directors present were Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, Susan Turbeville, Will Vance, and 
Todd Whatley.  Director Renee Skinner was absent. Also attending was Supt. Bob 
Watson, Rhonda Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Bonnie Haynie, Angie Drummond, and 
Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Dobson called the meeting to order and welcomed new board member, Todd 
Whatley. 
 
Mrs. Dobson stated the next item of business was reorganization of the school board.  
Mrs. Dobson stated the office of treasurer of the board was open.  Will Vance nominated 
Angie Drummond, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 6-0 vote.  Mrs. 
Turbeville nominated Lou Ann Voris for secretary to the board, seconded by Larry 
Holder, and carried on a 6-0 vote. Will Vance nominated Vicky Dobson for president, 
seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 6-0 vote.  Will Vance nominated Renee 
Skinner for vice president, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 6-0 vote.  It was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves Vicky Dobson for president of the 
El Dorado School Board, Renee Skinner, vice president, Angie Drummond, 
treasurer, and Lou Ann Voris, secretary.  

 
Mrs. Dobson stated the next item of business was to elect a designated disbursing officer 
and alternate disbursing officer for the district in accordance with Act 671 of 2003.  On a 
motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the board president, Vicky Dobson, 
as the designated disbursing officer and the vice president, Renee Skinner, as the 
alternate disbursing officer for the El Dorado School District. 
 

Mrs. Dobson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held September 12 and 28.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Susan 
Turbeville, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Wayne 
Gibson, seconded by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the 
business office. 
 
Mr. Watson stated the following bids were received for roof replacement at the old high 
school gym: 
 
  Company         Amount 
Cross Roofing & Sheet Metal, El Dorado    $213,777.00 
Terry’s Roofing, Bossier City, LA       251,000.00 
Ritchie Roofing, Inc., El Dorado       269,705.00 
Industrial Roofing & Construction, Sterlington, LA     323,894.00 
 
Mr. Watson stated stimulus dollars will be used for this project and his recommendation 
to the board is the low bid of $213,777.00 from Cross Roofing & Sheet Metal.  On a 
motion by Will Vance, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $213,777.00 from 
Cross Roofing & Sheet Metal. 

 
Mrs. Dobson stated the Classified Employee of the Month for Secretaries is Estelle Fox.  
Mrs. Fox began working in the office of Food Services in January 1983 – making this her 
twenty-ninth year in the district.  Those nominating her stated she is helpful and will go 



the extra mile to see that things are done correctly.  Even in the busiest of times, she 
calmly handles whatever situation is in front of her. 
 
Sara Finnell stated she accepted the responsibility as the buyer for the Child Nutrition 
Program with a positive attitude and a willingness to work.  Her dedication, know-how, 
and dependability are an inspiration for us all.  Many thanks for the hours of dedicated 
hard work that Mrs. Fox puts into her job.  Mrs. Finnell and co-workers congratulate 
Estelle Fox on this well-deserved honor.  Mrs. Dobson presented her with a certificate 
from the board. 
 
Classified Employee of the Month for Nurses is Janet Scarlett, R. N.  Mrs. Scarlett 
received her degree as a registered nurse from Southern Arkansas University.  She has 
been with the district since November 2008 and is the school nurse at El Dorado High 
School.  Those nominating her stated she is very organized, upbeat, compassionate, and 
has a great rapport with students and staff.   
 
Tim Zylks stated that each time he goes by her office – no matter how full it is – she 
takes time to talk with each student to determine the best way to meet their needs.  She 
has a way of telling which students have a genuine need and which ones are just coming 
by to skip class and she will send them right back to class.  Nurse Janet always has a 
smile on her face and never seems to be rushed, even with a room full of students.  I truly 
feel the students are appreciative and fortunate to have Nurse Janet at El Dorado High 
School. 
 
Jim Tucker stated Nurse Janet is known throughout the school as one of the most caring 
people on campus, both literally and figuratively.  She responds to each student and 
situation as if it is the most important thing ever – whether it is putting a band-aid on a 
paper cut or tending to a major medical issue.  Her job is one of the busiest jobs on 
campus.  You never go into her office or infirmary area that she is not tending to 
someone, usually three or four students at a time.  Students describe her as “super nice, 
helpful, efficient, and a great listener.”  Mrs. Dobson presented Mrs. Scarlett with a 
certificate from the board. 
 
Teacher of the Month from Murmil Education Center is William Jamerson.  Mr. 
Jamerson received his Bachelor of Arts degree in secondary social studies from Southern 
Arkansas University.  He began his career in our district and this is his thirty-third year of 
teaching our students.  Co-workers nominating Mr. Jamerson stated he exceeds 
expectations in planning lessons, ensuring student learning, and continually improving 
his already vast subject content knowledge.  He makes time to get to know each student 
which enables him to best serve their individual needs.  He comes in early and stays late 
to help and is meticulous in preparing his lessons.  Mr. Jameson sets the standard that 
other teachers aspire to in getting parents involved with their child.  He is a teacher that 
leads by example! 
 
His principal, Mr. Doyle Woodall stated Mr. Jamerson always seeks the best interest of 
all his students.  He goes way beyond what is expected of a teacher.  Besides meeting the 
student’s educational needs, Mr. Jamerson is concerned with developing good character 
traits in each student.  He models good behavior and is a professional.  Mrs. Dobson 
presented Mr. Jamerson with a certificate from the board. 
 
The board approved the transfer request of a Junction City student to the El Dorado 
School District. 
 
Shaun Best made a presentation to the board about going into the school to visit with 
students about head injuries and wearing safety helmets.  After a time of discussion and 
on a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves for Shaun Best to visit with 
students in the elementary schools about head injuries and the necessity of 
wearing safety helmets.   

 



Deb Crawford, coordinator of PRIDE Youth Programs, spoke with the board about Youth 
Coalition grant application for $20,000 to establish a youth coalition, to target a group of 
twenty students and four adults to attend a strategies prevention program.  Mrs. Crawford 
stated PRIDE is applying for the grant through the Arkansas Department of Human 
Services, Office of Drug Abuse Prevention and the El Dorado PRIDE will be targeting 
prescription drug abuse.  On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Susan Turbeville, 
and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the grant application request by 
PRIDE Youth Programs as presented by Deb Crawford. 

 
Nathan Henry presented the district’s internet safety policy and acceptable use policy.  
Mr. Henry stated that the board voted on the internet safety policy in July and there is 
nothing new added but he just needs separate votes on the two policies.  The  Internet 
Safety Policy reads, in part, “It is the policy of the El Dorado School District to prevent 
user access over its computer network to, or transmission of, inappropriate material via 
Internet, electronic mail, or other forms of direct electronic communications, prevent 
unauthorized access and other unlawful online activity, prevent unauthorized online 
disclosure, use or dissemination of personal identification information of minors and 
comply with the Children’s Internet Protection Act.” Internet filters are used to block 
inappropriate information and members of the staff supervise and monitor usage of the 
online computer network and access to the Internet. On a motion by Wayne Gibson, 
seconded by Will Vance, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the district’s Internet Safety Policy 
as presented. 

 
Mr. Henry stated the Acceptable Use Policy reads, in part, “Some computer workstations 
are for teacher use only and others are designated for student use in the classrooms, labs, 
and libraries.  Improper or vulgar language on any system will not be tolerated.  
Passwords are to be regarded as private property and must not be shared with anyone, nor 
written down anywhere.  Unauthorized software will be removed.”  On a motion Wayne 
Gibson, seconded by Will Vance, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the district’s Acceptable Use Policy 
as presented. 

 
Rhonda Simmons visited with the board about Common Core State Standards Initiative.  
She stated Common Core State Standards and English Language Arts and Mathematics 
for grades kindergarten through twelve is a state-led effort to establish a single set of 
clear standards for English/language arts and mathematics throughout the nation.  She 
said there are two major components to Common Core – standards and assessments and 
forty-four states and the District of Columbia have adopted the Common Core State 
Standards.  Washington State has adopted the CCSS provisionally and Minnesota 
adopted the CCSS in English/language only. 
 
Mrs. Simmons said in the El Dorado School District, CCSS is being implemented in 
grades kindergarten through second grade this year and the district plans to implement  
Common Core in grades three through eight in 2012-2013 and grades nine through 
twelve in 2013-2014.  New assessments will be ready for use during the 2014-2015 
school year and two tests will be given in each subject – math and literacy – one 
computer-based test beginning at third grade and one exam of essays and performance 
tasks. 
 
Mrs. Dobson said the board’s noon visits to the schools starts in October.  The board 
discussed having school visits each Tuesday and agreed to have the first visit begin on 
October 25. 
  
Mrs. Dobson reminded board members that the Arkansas School Boards Association’s 
Region 13 Annual Meeting that will be hosted by our district on October 25 at El Dorado 
High School Commons Area beginning at 6:00 p.m.   
 



Mr. Gibson visited with the board and audience about the new law that went into effect 
on October 1 that prohibits cell phone use in school zones and construction zones. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Todd Whatley, seconded by Susan 
Turbeville, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 


