
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
September 12, 2011 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Vicky Dobson presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, Renee Skinner, Susan 
Turbeville, and Will Vance.  Also attending was Supt. Bob Watson, Rhonda Simmons, 
Bonnie Haynie, Shirley Billingly, Bonnie Haynie, Tom Simmons, Angie Drummond, and 
Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Dobson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held August 8, 17, and 22.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by 
Renee Skinner, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Joey 
Bauman, seconded by Will Vance, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment.  A list of bills paid and a monthly financial statement are on file in the business 
office. 
 
Mr. Watson also stated the board will have a special called meeting to discuss the 2011-
2012 district budget in the near future. 
 
Carolyn Smith recognized the EHS sophomores and juniors who placed first at the recent 
2011 Animation and Visual Effects Cyber Discovery Camp at Louisiana State 
University-Shreveport.  The students that attended the camp included Simon Boerwinkle, 
Tajianay Carpenter, Jessica Gilliam, Genesis Guzman, Ashley Whatley, and Guy Lex 
Webb.  Their instructors were Andrew Winstead and K. C. Lockridge.  The students gave 
a demonstration of their winning computer game and one of their instructors showed the 
glider the students made that flew twice as far as any other in the competition.  The team 
won first place and was awarded a $1,250.00 check for the purchase of technology to 
further implement and foster the techniques used at A.V.E. Cyber Camp. 
 
Student of the Month from Retta Brown Elementary is Alvin Gonzalez.  Alvin is the son 
of Elizabeth Gonzalez and in Ms. Caitlin Lowrey’s third grade classroom.  Alvin’s 
classmates had a lot of nice things to say about him:  He is kind, a good friend, a hard 
worker, makes good decisions, smart, and is always respectful to his classmates and 
teacher. 
 
His principal, Ms. Mona Moore said Alvin is definitely all of the above and so much 
more.  He is very deserving of being student of the month.  He is the student every 
teacher would love to have in their class because he is a sweet boy that takes pride in how 
he act and the work he does in the classroom.  Mrs. Dobson presented Alvin with a 
certificate from the school board. 
 
Student of the Month from Barton Jr. High School is Jalen Jackson.  Jalen is in the eighth 
grade and the son of Flora and James Morris and his dad is Eric Jackson.  The teacher 
nominating Jalen said he is definitely worthy of the honor of student of the month.  
Another teacher, Ms. Andria Gleghorn worked with Jalen during the school musical last 
year and said his hard work, his great attitude, combined with his incredible talent made 
him an invaluable member of the production.  She said Jalen strives to do his best in all 
that he does.  Mrs. Brecken Stafford-Perry stated that Jalen was one of the students on the 
recent eighth grade trip to New Orleans.  She said that he is such a sweet, sweet young 
man who is willing to go above and beyond to help his classmates.  He always has a 
smile on his face and is willing to help others.  He is in Pre-AP classes and participates in 
lots of activities at Barton.  His principal, Mrs. Sherry Hill commented that Jalen’s 
priceless smile is contagious and seems to always be present.  Mrs. Dobson presented 
Jalen with a certificate from the board. 
 
Teacher of the Month from Retta Brown is Jennifer Griffin.  Mrs. Griffin is the wife of 
Shannon Griffin and proud mom of Garrison.  She graduated from the University of 
Central Arkansas in December of 2000 with a bachelor’s degree in early childhood 
education and has taught in our district for eleven years.  Mrs. Griffin said she first 



realized she wanted to become a teacher whenever she was in kindergarten.  She wanted 
to be a helper and being a helper is still her favorite part of being a teacher.  She is 
currently serving as the Literacy Instructional Resource Teacher for Retta Brown and 
Union Schools. 
 
Her co-workers listed that she goes above and beyond her call of duty, always has a smile 
on her face, constantly encourages others, is unselfish - a giver, not a taker, never 
complains, always lends a listening ear, the first to volunteer – even for the things no one 
wants to do, and a leader by example!  Mrs. Dobson presented Mrs. Griffin with a 
certificate from the board. 
 
Terry Beasley from Barton Jr. High School was also chosen Teacher of the Month.  Mr. 
Beasley received his bachelor’s degree from Arkansas State University, his master’s 
degree from Jacksonville State University, and has additional hours from the English 
Language Learner Academy at Henderson State University.  This is Mr. Beasley’s fourth 
year to teach math at Barton and his second year to teach Advanced Media. 
 
Mr. Beasley is a master at the use of technology in the classroom.  A visitor never knows 
what to expect from math raps to interactive Smart Board activities.  He spends much 
time making math fun and engaging for the students.  Most every Wednesday his media 
classes produce a newscast that is broadcast on the school television station.  Students 
and teachers alike can’t wait to see the broadcasts.  Mrs. Hill said, “I especially 
appreciate Mr. Beasley’s willingness to help out wherever needed.  He is the type of 
person who is eager to help students and teachers be successful including coming in early 
and staying late are assets to Barton staff and students.”  Mrs. Dobson presented Mr. 
Beasley with a certificate from the board. 
 
Bonnie Haynie presented certificates of appreciation to the schools that had significantly 
increased their United Way contributions this past year.  She also spoke about the theme 
for the upcoming drive, “Discover Your Inner Hero.” 
 
The board approved Petition for Transfer Requests for two students to transfer to Parkers 
Chapel School District and three students to Strong School District. 
 
Shawn Lamkin talked with the board about the surrogate parent program and stated that 
parent representatives that help her are Odell Carr, Anne Hegi, Camille Daniels, Bruce 
Turner, and Mark Southall.  Mr. Watson stated he is recommending Miss Lamkin as the 
district’s designated surrogate parent program representative.  On a motion by Wayne 
Gibson, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves Shawn Lamkin as the district’s 
designated surrogate parent program representative. 

 
Miss Lamkin presented the Special Education Assurances and Agreements for School 
Age Services and Certification regarding Lobbying.  On a motion by Larry Holder, 
seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the Special Education Assurances 
and Agreements for School Age Services and Certification regarding Lobbying. 

 
The Special Education Budgets for State Equalization, Title VI-B, Medicaid, 
Catastrophic, ARMAC, and SPED-ARRA were presented by Miss Lamkin.  After a time 
of discussion and on a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Will Vance, and carried on 
a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the Special Education Budgets for 
State Equalization, Title VI-B, Medicaid, Catastrophic, ARMAC, and SPED-
ARRA. 

 
Mr. Watson stated the Gifted and Talented Policies were presented by Beth Sullivan last 
month and need the board’s vote.  On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Susan 
Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 



 
RESOLVED, That the board herby approves the district’s Gifted and Talented 
Policies as presented by Beth Sullivan. 

 
Mr. Watson and Jim Tucker visited about the need to change the dates of baccalaureate 
and graduation due to Advanced Placement testing.   After a time of discussion and on a 
motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the change of baccalaureate to 
Sunday, May 20 and graduation to Monday, May 21. 

 
Rhonda Simmons presented her portion of the Annual Report to the Public with a power 
point presentation.  She noted that while enrollment is down by twenty-nine students 
from last year due to smaller than usual kindergarten numbers, test scores continue to 
improve throughout the district.  Enrollment is listed as 4,598 students in the district.  
While enrollment is down, test scores are up Mrs. Simmons said while listing the 
district’s Annual Comprehensive School Improvement Plan and test scores from the 
2010-2011 school year.  El Dorado School District was recognized for the number of 
students in Advanced Placement courses who scored three or better.  Of the 463 students 
taking AP tests in English Literature/Composition, Biology, Calculus, Physics, Statistics, 
English Language/Composition, European History, U.S. History, Chemistry, World 
History, Government Politics; U.S., Spanish, and Art 3D, 20 students scored 5 (this 
highest grade possible) 33 scored 4, 75 scored 3, 115 scores 2, and 220 scored 1. 
 
The College Board recognized El Dorado High School in its Honor Roll of Outstanding 
High Schools based on the increase in the numbers of students scoring a 3, 4, or 5 on AP 
exams.  The high school now offers 10 AP courses, Mrs. Simmons said.  She also noted 
that students taking the Criterion Referenced Test in grades 3-8 scored above the state 
average in most cases and gave a detailed description of that testing.  On the Benchmark 
and End-of-Course testing, in kindergarten through fifth grade Mrs. Simmons pointed out 
the increased scores in those tests.  She explained that during the past two years all high 
school students were given the American College Test and because the district tested all 
students, ACT scores have dropped from  19.2% in 2009 in English to 16.9% in 2011; 
from 19.7% in 2009 in math to 18.1% in 2011; in reading, from 20.1% in 2009 to 17.7% 
in 2011;  from 19.7% in science in 2009 to 17.9% in 2011, and from 20.0% composite in 
2009 to 17.8% composite in 2011 – all lower than state averages. 
 
Mrs. Simmons spoke about the benefits of hiring of Nathan Henry, District Instructional 
Director.  He will help teachers in the use of technology.  She touched on portions of the 
professional development report that Bonnie Haynie presented to the board last month. 
 
Mr. Watson talked with the board about the facilities portion of the Annual Report to the 
Public.  He noted the completion of the almost $43 million El Dorado High School 
topped the list of the facilities portion of the Annual Report to the Public.  He stated that 
things are going well at the new high school and at the former EHS, some of the 
walkways and administration area have been re-roofed and portion of the school will be 
used for the district’s special education program. 
 
At Union School, a new sewer system was added and some of the roof had been replaced 
on the rental house back porch.  At Barton Jr. High School during the summer, restrooms 
were painted, a new roof was installed on the classroom in the gym area, the soffit on the 
main building was reworked and painted, new circuits were added to each classroom in 
the annex, and the science classroom on the first level of the main building has been 
remodeled.  At Northwest Elementary, old wooden lockers were removed to make way 
for new metal storage bins and classrooms throughout the school were repainted.  The 
district’s rent house near Yocum Elementary and the garage at the house were painted 
during the summer.  The inside of some of the rooms at the Carver Building were painted 
and some space was divided.   
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Larry 
Holder, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 



 
RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  

 
Mr. Watson brought before the board discussion about reviewing a request by a high 
school student’s parent, to modify policy and have vote count of the Homecoming Court 
to be done with two people present and the box is to be secured until that counting takes 
place.  On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Will Vance, and carried on a 7-0 vote, 
it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the change in policy to have two 
people present during count of the Homecoming Court votes and the box to be 
secured until that counting takes place. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


