
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
June 13, 2011 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Susan Turbeville presiding.  Other 
directors present were Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, Renee Skinner, and Will Vance. 
President Vicky Dobson and Vice President Joey Bauman were absent.  Also in 
attendance was Supt. Bob Watson, Rhonda Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Angie 
Drummond, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Turbeville asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held May 9, 12, and 19.  On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Wayne 
Gibson, and carried on a 5-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Joey 
Bauman, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 5-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the 
business office. 
 
State Representative Gary Smith made two presentations to district teacher, Amanda 
Waggoner.  One proclamation was from the Arkansas House and the other from the 
Arkansas Senate. He congratulated her and presented her with both proclamations.  Her 
department chair, Carolyn Smith explained that Amanda is a fourth grade teacher at 
Yocum Elementary School and was one of only five teachers in Arkansas and 200 
throughout the country accepted into the Mickelson Exxon Mobil Teachers Academy for 
Math and Science.  The academy is held to enhance math and science teaching skills 
through an innovative development program.  Mrs. Waggoner was nominated for the 
award by the district science chair.  This year’s academy will be held at Liberty Science 
Center in Jersey City, New Jersey.  An additional four hundred teachers will be selected 
later this spring to attend programs in Houston and New Orleans.  Teachers were chosen 
for the award based on their qualifications, dedication to inspiring students at an early 
age, and overall commitment to enhancing the teaching profession. 
 
Jim Tucker, principal at El Dorado High School, along with Dr. Barbara Jones, president 
of South Arkansas Community College, and Christy Wilson, SouthArk’s director of 
student services, talked with the board about concurrent credit offered through the college 
for high school students.  The program allows qualified ninth through twelfth grade 
students the opportunity to take college level courses while still in high school.  Students 
can complete their entire core curriculum at South Arkansas Community College before 
moving into studies in their selected major.  Core curriculum courses can then be 
transferred to any public four-year college or university. 
 
Dr. Jones said they are excited about the program which is designed to help students and 
their parents academically as well as economically.  Mrs. Wilson said high school 
students can take college classes during the school day at the high school or the college 
and receive high school and college credit.  The program allows students to earn an 
award after approximately one year of college education.   
 
District Food Service Director, Sarah Finnell reviewed the history of nutrition programs 
in schools, including President Harry Truman’s signing of the 1946 National School 
Lunch Act.  She said World War I brought about the awareness of malnutrition when 
young men signed up to serve in the military, a trend that continued during World War II.  
She said the first year of the National School Lunch Program over six million children 
participated.  A program that offered milk for school children was started in the 1980s 
and the child Nutrition Act was approved in 1966.  In the 1970s, free and reduced price 
meals were offered to children and vending machines began appearing on school 
campuses. 
 
Mrs. Finnell explained that at the new high school, a food service scramble system will 
be offered for students – a plan that is similar to cafeterias on college campuses.  Students 
will have a variety of food choices including a home-style lunch, salads, and deli foods, a 
pizza line, chicken strips, and hot sandwiches.  Each line will also have fruits and 



vegetables.  Four computer systems will be set up in the cafeteria for lunch payments and 
students will be allowed to eat in the dining room, designed to seat 800 students, or in an 
adjoining courtyard. 
 
Mrs. Finnell said that in the near future, the district will also be mandated to change 
school lunch menus – such as offering only whole grain bread products – a change that 
will increase the district’s cost for bread – along with other nutrition modifications.  Mrs. 
Finnell informed the board that bids were received for milk, bread, and groceries for the 
2011-2012 school year.  She presented the only bid received from Coleman Milk 
Company to purchase milk products.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Larry 
Holder, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid from Coleman Milk 
Company for milk products for the 2011-12 school year. 

 
Mrs. Finnell presented bids received for bread products with the low bid from IBC.  On a 
motion by Will Vance, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid from IBC for bread 
products for the upcoming school year. 

 
Bids were received from seven companies for other various groceries.  Mrs. Finnell 
reviewed those with board members and after some discussion and on a motion by Will 
Vance, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bids for groceries for the 
2011-2012 school term. 

 
Mr. Watson explained that currently the district is reimbursed by the government $2.46 a 
plate for students who receive free lunches and students who pay for their lunch are 
charged $1.50.  It is being recommended that the district close the gap between the two.  
Mr. Watson recommended that the price of a lunch be increased to $1.60 the first year.  
On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Renee Skinner, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the food service price equity 
requirement and an increase in the price of a student lunch to $1.60. 

 
Angie Drummond brought before the board the Proposed Budget of Expenditures for 
2011 – 2012 and 2012 - 2013.  She stated the budgets will be published on July 22 in the 
local newspaper.  After a time of discussion and on a motion by Larry Holder, seconded 
by Will Vance, and carried on a 5-0 vote, 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the Proposed Budget of 
Expenditures for 2011 – 2012 and 2012 - 2013. 
 

Mrs. Drummond also presented the insurance bids received for building, contents, and 
fleet coverage for the district.  She noted the coverage is effective July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2012. 
 
Building and contents coverage:                 Amount 
Hoffman Henry Insurance              No bid 
United Insurance Agency      $125,957.00 
Arkansas School Boards Association       104,341.00  
Risk Management Div. of the Ark. Insurance Dept.       No bid 
 
On a motion by Larry holder, seconded by Renee Skinner, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid from the Arkansas 
School Boards Association of $104,341.00 for building and contents coverage. 

 



The one bid received for fleet coverage was from the Arkansas School Boards 
Association.  On a motion by Renee Skinner, seconded by Will Vance, and carried on a 
5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $32,786.00 for fleet 
coverage from the Arkansas School Boards Association.   

 
Phillip Lansdell discussed with the board the athletic budget for 2011-2012 school year.  
He asked for the boards consideration to increase the budget by $900.00, for a total 
budget of $138,149.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Larry Holder, and 
carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the $138,149.00 athletic budget for 
2011-2012. 
 

Mr. Lansdell mentioned that only one bid was received for athletics/activities and 
voluntary student insurance coverage. 
 
United Health Care Student Resources, Hot Springs, AR 
 
Athletic: $13,700.00 
Student: School time $25.00  24 hours coverage $94.00 
 
On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid from United Health Care 
Student Resources for athletic/activities and voluntary students insurance 
coverage for 2011-2012. 

 
Mr. Watson visited with the board about bids received for the video surveillance cameras 
for the new high school, which is to be paid for with federal stimulus dollars.   
 
 Company       Amount 
Arkansas State Security, Mabelvale            $380,113.00 
Triple-S Alarm Company, Inc., Little Rock             345,922.00 
 
Mr. Watson stated that he was happy that the $450,000.00 of stimulus dollars set aside 
for the project came in under budget.  He asked Blake Dunn to review the two bids and 
he felt that only Arkansas State Security met specifications set forth in the bidding 
process.  After some discussion and on a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Wayne 
Gibson, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $380,113.00 from 
Arkansas State Security for video surveillance cameras for the new high school. 

 
Mr. Watson explained that it has been fifteen to sixteen years since eighteen classrooms 
had been renovated at Northwest Elementary School.  He presented the one bid received 
for painting those classrooms.  
 
 Company       Amount  
Mystic Creek Construction              $19,763.00 
 
On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Renee Skinner, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $19,763.00 for painting 
at Northwest Elementary School.  

 
Mr. Watson stated the following bids were received for lockers at Northwest Elementary 
School.  He explained that the district went through the TIPS/TAPS program to secure 
bids on three hundred sixty-six lockers to replace the current wooden lockers.  The 
recommendation was to go with All-Storage Products for a bid of $37,578.00.  On a 
motion by Will Vance, seconded by Renee Skinner, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 



 
RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $37,578.00 from All-
Storage Products for three hundred sixty-six locker at Northwest Elementary 
School. 
 

Geni Smith stated that she and Mr. Watson had worked to incorporate changes and 
additions into the district policies.  She told the board these are in accordance with the 
Arkansas School Boards Policy Service and reflect recent state regulations.  The policies 
she brought before the board for consideration are from Section Three in the handbook.  
On a motion by Renee Skinner, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the policies of Section Three to be 
incorporated into the board policy handbook as presented. 

 
Lane Davis asked the board’s consideration of returning the wording of the El Dorado 
High School’s alma mater to the section of the earlier version that stated, ‘here beneath 
her towering columns’ in place of the current version which is ‘never wavering in our 
spirit.’  Mrs. Davis explained the request is because the new high school has columns like 
the original high school.  The board will consider the request for vote in next month’s 
board meeting. 
 
Rhonda Simmons brought before the board a new supply list for fifth and sixth grades.  
On a motion by Larry Holder, seconded by Renee Skinner, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the supply list for fifth and sixth 
grades as presented. 
 

Mr. Watson said an update for the board is the address for the new high school is 2000 
Wildcat Drive.  This is in accordance with and chosen by the 911 system’s program 
director. He also informed the board that the dedication and grand opening at the new 
high school will be Thursday, July 28 at 5:30 p.m. and for those unable to attend the 
ceremony that day there will be tours on Saturday, July 30 from 9:00 until noon. 
 
Mr. Gibson gave the board information on the summer program, Waiting to Excel which 
is being held at St. John Baptist Church. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Renee 
Skinner, and carried on a 5-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
       
       
 


