
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
May 9, 2011 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Vicky Dobson presiding.  Other 
directors present were Joey Bauman, Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, Renee Skinner, Susan 
Turbeville, and Will Vance.  Mrs. Skinner entered the meeting following agenda item 
two.   Also attending was Supt. Bob Watson, Rhonda Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Bonnie 
Haynie, and Lou Ann Voris.  Angie Drummond, treasurer, was absent. 
 
Mrs. Dobson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held April 7 and April 11.  On a motion Susan Turbeville, seconded by Larry 
Holder, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Wayne 
Gibson, seconded by Joey Bauman, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in the business 
office. 
 
Mrs. Dobson introduced Tristan Carnline, Student of the Month from Northwest 
Elementary School.  Tristan is a first grade student and the son of Justin and Stacy 
Carnline.  One of his teachers, Nancy Phillips said he has the best manners and is always 
ready to give out a compliment.  He has a wonderful attitude toward life all the time.  
Another teacher said he always has a smile on his face and she feels like it is having 
sunshine in the classroom.  After a life-threatening medical emergency in December 
2009, Tristan was hospitalized for several months.  Since his release from Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital, he has relearned to walk and talk.  His determination and pleasant 
disposition have made him a role model to everyone Northwest.  Mrs. Dobson presented 
Tristan with a certificate from the board. 
 
Mrs. Dobson introduced Jordan Coleman from El Dorado High School as Student of the 
Month.  Jordan is a junior at the high school and the son of Gayanne and Brent Coleman.  
He has a twin brother, Jared and a sister, Jaycee.  He maintains a 3.75 grade point 
average and his favorite subject is math.  In addition to advanced placement classes, he is 
in the welding program at South Arkansas Community College.  He excelled in the state 
welding competition and SouthArk offered him a full scholarship to finish his associate’s 
degree.  Jordan’s AP physics teacher, Mrs. Forbess said he is hardworking, friendly, and 
always has a smile and great attitude.  She said he is a true gentleman.  His principal, Mr. 
Walters said Jordan is a unique student as he excels in the vocational education program, 
as well as accelerated academic courses at the high school.  Mrs. Dobson presented 
Jordan with a certificate from the board. 
 
Teacher of the Month from Northwest Elementary School is Jessica Nicholson.  Mrs. 
Dobson said that Ms. Nicholson received her associate’s degree from South Arkansas 
Community College and her bachelor’s degree from the University of Arkansas at 
Monticello.  She has been teaching for five years, with four of those in the El Dorado 
district.  Those nominating her said she exhibits professionalism in all that she does and 
uses technology to enhance classroom learning.  Ms. Nicholson is well liked and highly 
respected by her co-workers, as well as her students and their parents.  She is always 
willing to go the extra mile for the children she teaches.  Mrs. Dobson presented Ms. 
Nicholson with a certificate from the board. 
 
Mrs. Dobson introduced Delaine Gates as Teacher of the Month from El Dorado High 
School.  Ms. Gates received her bachelor’s degree from Southern Arkansas University in 
Magnolia and her master’s degree from Walden University.  She has been teaching for 
twenty three years – all in the El Dorado School District.  She has one daughter and is 
expecting her first grandchild in December.  Those nominating Ms. Gates said she has a 
passion for the performing arts as evidenced by her recent hard work and the success of 
the musical “Hairspray.”  Her principal, Mr. Walters commended Ms. Gates for her 
passion and the long hours after school and on weekends that she dedicates to her 
profession and her students.  He said she encourages her students to express their 



creativity through the arts, particularly drama, but also through art and music.  Mrs. 
Dobson presented her with a certificate from the board. 
  
The school board honored Stephen Harshaw for coaching the El Dorado High School 
girl’s basketball team to the 2011 state championship. Coach Harshaw said during the 
season he kept stressing dedication and hard work to the athletes.  They committed 
throughout the summer and put in an unbelievable amount of hours to perfect their sport, 
he said. Three girls on the team maintained 4.0 or higher grade point averages and twelve 
team members had grade point averages of 3.0 or higher.  He said the team really 
deserves recognition not only for winning the state championship game, but also for their 
high grade point averages.  Mrs. Dobson presented Coach Harshaw with a certificate 
from the school board.  
 
Scott Reed and Angie Drummond visited with the board about several bids at the new 
high school.  The following bid was received for flooring for the new high school weight 
room. 
 
 Company      Amount 
Performance Surfaces              $34,083.00 
 
After some discussion and on a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Joey Bauman, and 
carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $34,083.00 from 
Performance Surfaces for rubberized flooring for the new high school weight 
room. 
 

Mrs. Drummond said the following bids on weight benches were received for the new 
high school. 
 
 Company      Amount 
Advanced Exercise Equipment            $32,876.00** 
Central Arkansas Sports/CAS Gym Equipment            31,756.58 
Samson Equipment, Inc.               31,408.00 
 
**Bid price includes $520 extra for dock’n lock weight benches – offered only by this 
    vendor. 
 
After a time of discussion and on a motion by Joey Bauman, seconded by Larry Holder, 
and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $32,876.00 from 
Advanced Exercise Equipment for weight benches for the new high school 

 
Mr. Watson stated bids were received for the addition to the special education addition at 
Northwest Elementary School. 
 
 Company      Amount 
JMD Construction Services            $314,200.00 
Ideal Construction Company, Inc.             331,870.00 
 
On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it 
was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $314,200 from JMD 
Construction of Little Rock for the special education addition at Northwest 
Elementary School. 

 
Dewana Gober visited with the board about the Career & Technical Education completers 
program.  She asked the boards consideration of special cords to be awarded and worn by 
the students during graduation.  Mrs. Gober explained that the students must have at least 
a 2.0 grade point average to participate.  Students have to pass three courses to be a 



completer and earn job credit.  She said in 2004, there were fifty-four program 
completers, there were ninety-five last year, and one hundred eight this year.   
 
Mrs. Gober said the programs of study includes office administration – computerized 
business application, computerized accounting I, office education cooperative and office 
education;  accounting – computerized business applications and computerized 
accounting I and II; and digital communications – computerized business application, 
desktop publishing I and II and multimedia application I and II and several others and 
electives for each course of study.  ROTC students are to take all four years in the Army 
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corp to be a completer.  On a motion by Larry Holder, 
seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the El Dorado High School Career 
and Technical Education completers program to award special cords to graduating 
students to acknowledge their achievement.  The students will wear the cords 
during baccalaureate and graduation ceremonies. 

 
In the April school board meeting, Geni Smith presented updated additions and changes 
to the board policies for the board’s consideration.  As a reminder, she stated these are 
recommendations from the Arkansas School Boards policy service and in compliance 
with recently passed state law.  On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Joey Bauman, 
and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the presented school board policies  
changes and additions in compliance with state law and recommended by the 
Arkansas School Board’s policy service. 

 
Mrs. Dobson announced that the employee retirement dinner will be Thursday, May 19 at 
6:30 p.m. at the El Dorado Golf and Country Club.  She also announced that 
baccalaureate will be Sunday, May 22 at 8:00 p.m. at the Municipal Auditorium and 
graduation will be Monday, May 23 at 8:00 p.m. at Memorial Stadium. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Wayne 
Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 


