
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
August 13, 2012 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Vicky Dobson presiding.   Other 
directors present were Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, Renee Skinner, Susan Turbeville, 
and Todd Whatley.  Director Will Vance entered the meeting following the third item of 
business.  Also attending the meeting was Supt. Bob Watson, Rhonda Simmons, Shirley 
Billingly, Tim Zylks, Bonnie Haynie, Angie Drummond, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Dobson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meeting held July 9.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Todd Whatley, and 
carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved. 
 
Mrs. Drummond reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by 
Larry Holder, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were 
approved for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 
the business office. 
 
Mrs. Dobson recognized Carolyn Smith and the Cyber Discovery 2.0 winning team. Mrs. 
Smith introduced the El Dorado High School team: Genesis Guzman, Zach Downham, 
and Nick Lavoie and their teachers, KC Lockridge and Andrew Winstead.  She noted 
these three students will be juniors this upcoming school term and recently competed in 
the Cyber Discovery 2.0 competition at Louisiana Tech University in Ruston – the first 
2.0 program offered – and won the competition, receiving a trophy that they presented to 
their principal, Jim Tucker, for display in the trophy case at El Dorado High School. 
 
Mrs. Smith told board members that a Homeland Security official questioned the EHS 
team after their presentation on ways to solve an imaginary cyber crime, which one of the 
students described as an “attack on a surveillance satellite” to provoke a civil war in  
another country.  Mrs. Smith said the EHS boys did a wonderful job and added that one 
professor said in ten years, “he had never seen a presentation like our boys made.”   
 
Phillip Lansdell recognized and congratulated Coach Sam Tyler and the El Dorado High 
School 6A State Baseball Champions.  Mr. Lansdell said that he was told the last time the 
high school had captured the state baseball championship title was in the 1920s.  Coach 
Tyler introduced the assistant coaches, T. C. Graham and John Jamison and the winning 
baseball team:  Seniors – Blake Clayton, Clay Hendricks, Josey Langston, William 
Lewis, Trevor Massanelli, Ethan Russell, Madison Saulsbury, Gage Scott, and Dillon 
Smith;  Juniors – Trevor Brown, Matthew Hammock, Matthew Lansdell, Eli Lester, 
Jamie Nesbitt, and Jeremy Paul;  Sophomores – Justin Childs, Mason  Clay, Clay Henry, 
Justin Messer, Ty Owens, Brandon Robinson, Bradley Smith, Jack Trimble, and Clayton 
Waldrum;  Freshmen - Aaron Andrews, Joseph Boshears, Grant Garrison, Kennan Hicks, 
Jackson Molnaird, Josh Primm, Lawson Smith, Caleb Stutts, Brandon Trostle, and Kobe 
Willis.   
 
Coach Tyler thanked the team, parents, fans, members of the community, and school 
district personnel for supporting the team.  He said, “These guys showed a desire to win 
and when you mix talent and desire, you have a winning team.”  He noted that the seniors 
kept their grades up and had a combined grade point average of over 3.0.  As Coach 
Tyler presented Mr. Watson with a championship t-shirt, he noted that state 
championship rings have been ordered and will be presented to the team just as soon as 
they come in. 
 
Mrs. Dobson stated it is time to renew the membership to the Arkansas School Boards 
Association.  Based on district size the membership fee is $2,100.00.  On a motion by 
Larry Holder, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the renewal of membership for the 
district and school board to the Arkansas School Boards Association. 

 
 



Tim Zylks presented the bid received for gasoline and diesel for the 2012-2013 school 
year.  He stated bids were sent to four local businesses and one out of state business that 
requests to bid each year.  One bid was received in return.   
 

Company     Gasoline  Diesel 
Sewell Oil Company, El Dorado    $.0500             $.0200 
 
After a time of discussion and on a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Susan 
Turbeville and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid from Sewell Oil Company 
for gasoline at $.0500 and diesel at $.0200 for the 2012-2013 school term. 
 

Bonnie Haynie presented the Professional Development Plan for the 2012-2013 school 
year.  Mrs. Haynie gave the board a list of Arkansas educator professional development 
requirements and the plan to meet or exceed those mandates.  She stated that members of 
the Buck Institute for Education, a problem-based learning group out of California, 
instructed teachers at Washington Middle School and Barton Jr. High School earlier this 
month, expressing that problem-based learning is a big part of the Common Core 
Curriculum, adopted by the state of Arkansas for public schools. 
 
Common Core provides a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected 
to learn and standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting 
the knowledge and skills that students need for success in college and careers.  She noted 
that last week the College Board was at El Dorado High School, Barton Jr. High School, 
and Washington Middle School, providing pre-AP training for core teachers. 
 
Mrs. Haynie said a number of professional development hours are required for teachers 
and administrators in several areas including, but not limited to, education technology, 
parental involvement, Arkansas history, and teen suicide in accordance with Act 770 of 
2011.  Professional development is the means by which educators acquire or enhance the 
knowledge, skills, and expectations necessary to increase student learning, Mrs. Haynie 
said.  She explained three questions that form the foundation of all professional 
development:  What students are expected to know and be able to do, what teachers know 
and do in order to ensure student success, and where must staff development focus to 
meet both goals. 
 
Shirley Billingly presented a personnel report to the board.  She stated that five hundred 
ninety-two people will be working in the El Dorado School District when school starts on 
August 20.  Of that number, three hundred ninety-four are licensed teachers and one 
hundred ninety-eight are classified staff.   Mrs. Billingly said that of the thirty-nine 
licensed teachers, all are highly qualified except for four – those are qualified in some 
areas, but not where they are currently teaching.  She said those four are all working to 
achieve certification in the areas where they are assigned to teach this school year. 
 
Thirty-nine new teachers have been hired for the 2012-13 school year and the first day of 
classes for students is August 20.  Teachers have been preparing for the new school year 
for the past several weeks – attending professional development training, meetings at 
their respective schools, and preparing classrooms for students.  The district accepted 
forty-two resignations from employees who either retired or relocated and granted thirty-
two requests for transfers within the district.  One new position – a kindergarten teacher 
at Hugh Goodwin Elementary – was added this year and Mrs. Billingly reported that the 
district has down-sized by eliminating ten certified positions and five classified jobs. 
 
Mr. Watson reported the state requires publication in the local newspaper of a Notice of 
Election and Notice of Polling Site for the upcoming school election.  He said there is 
also a need for the board to approve a resolution to request from the Union County 
Election Commission, that no polls be open in the district on school election day, 
September 18, as there are no contested races.  The request will be that voting will be 
held by absentee ballot and early voting only.  After a time of discussion and on a motion 
by Wayne Gibson, Seconded by Renee Skinner and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 



RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the Notice of Election, Notice of 
Polling Site, and a resolution to request from the Union County Election 
Commission, that no polls be open in the district on school election day, 
September 18, as there are no contested races and that voting be held by absentee 
ballot and early voting only.  The resolution will be placed in the board minutes 
book. 

 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Renee 
Skinner, and carried on a 7-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 


