
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
December 9, 2013 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Keith Smith, Susan Turbeville, and 
Will Vance.  Director Todd Whatley entered the meeting during the seventh agenda item.   
Also attending was Supt. Bob Watson, Jim Tucker, Rhonda Simmons, Shelley Pruitt, and 
Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held November 11 and November 14.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, 
seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Wayne 
Gibson, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved for 
payment at 7:01 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 
the business office. 
 
The school board approved a Petition for Transfer for one student living in Strong to 
attend school in El Dorado and two students to transfer to Parkers Chapel. 
 
Mrs. Skinner stated the Student of the Month from Washington Middle School is Odalis 
Villegas.  Odalis is a sixth grader and the daughter of Juan and Maria Villegas.  One of 
her teachers, Mrs. Gallegos stated that Odalis works very hard and is always positive.  
Mrs. Martinez said it is an honor and a joy to have Odalis in her fourth period class.  
Every day she brings to class a positive attitude and a huge smile!  She is determined and 
focused.  If she does not understand a concept, she never gives up and works through it. 
 
Her principal, Mrs. Jody Vines stated Odalis is a wonderful student and kind and helpful 
to others.  Just last week, as I was observing Odalis’ reading class I watched her patiently 
help a struggling classmate.  She is a model student and I am so excited that she was 
chosen as Student of the Month.  Mrs. Skinner presented her with a certificate from the 
board.  7:02 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Skinner introduced Linda Peck as Classified Employee of the Month for Food 
Services.  Mrs. Peck became an employee of the El Dorado School District in September 
of 1994.  She accepted the responsibility as a child nutrition worked in the cafeteria of El 
Dorado High School with a positive attitude, cooperation with co-workers, and an 
appreciation of the job.  Her punctuality and hard work along with the drive to “get the 
job done” has been a credit to the school food service program of the district.   
 
Co-workers say her friendly mannerism along with the characteristic of calmly making 
decisions makes working with Linda a pleasure.  Mrs. Finnell said – many thanks for the 
hours of dedicated hard work.  Your help is much appreciated.  Mrs. Skinner presented 
Mrs. Peck with a certificate from the board.  7:03 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Skinner said that Katie Harwell has been chosen Teacher of the Month. Mrs. 
Harwell received her bachelor’s degree from Louisiana Tech University and is certified 
in art, pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade.  This makes Mrs. Harwell’s eighth year of 
teaching in our district.  She currently teaches art to fifth and sixth graders at Washington 
Middle School. 
 
Susie Allen, a fellow art teacher said Mrs. Harwell is deserving of this honor because of 
her efforts to make our school a beautiful place.  She works with her students to foster a 
love for creativity and goes the extra mile to improve our school and town.  Cori 
Martinez says that Katie puts in the time and energy to make Washington art classes 
amazing! 
 
Mrs. Vines, her principal said that Mrs. Harwell stays long hours after school working on 
various artistic activities around the school and keeps our hallways decorated with 



wonderful examples of student art.  She has written several grants and works in 
partnership with the South Arkansas Arts Center.  Many people enjoyed the “Why El 
Dorado?” exhibit at our local art center that Mrs. Harwell’s students completed.  That 
project has gone on to win honors at the state level.  I am so honored that Katie Harwell 
has been chosen as Teacher of the Month.  Mrs. Skinner presented her with a certificate 
from the board.  7:04 p.m. 
 
Mr. Watson stated the electrical, HV/AC, and plumbing bids were received for work at 
the School Based Health Center, located at Washington Middle School.  He noted that 
only one bid was received for the electrical work: 
 
 Company         Amount 
El-Ark Electric, El Dorado      $49,762.00 
 
On a motion by Will Vance, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 
7:07 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approved the bid from El-Ark Electric of 
$49,762.00 for electrical work at the School Based Health Center. 

 
Mr. Watson stated the following bids were received for the HV/AC work: 
 
 Company         Amount 
Glenn Mechanical, El Dorado      $39,000.00 
Hampton Heating & Air, Hampton       42,800.00 
 
He stated the recommendation is to go with the low bid of $39,000.00 from Glenn 
Mechanical for the HV/AC at the School Based Health Center.  On a motion by Will 
Vance, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 7:08 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, The board hereby approved the low bid of $39,000.00 from Glenn 
Mechanical for the HV/AC at the School based Health Center. 

 
The following bids were received for plumbing: 
 
 Company         Amount 
Calaway Plumbing, El Dorado     $10,200.00 
Glenn Mechanical, El Dorado        15,000.00 
Ronnie Ables Plumbing, Hampton       24,500.00 
 
Mr. Watson stated he is recommending the low bid of $10,200.00 from Calaway 
Plumbing.   On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Will Vance, and carried on a 7-
0 vote at 7:10 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board approved the low bid of $10,200.00 from Calaway 
Plumbing for the School Based Health Center. 
 

Mr. Watson stated Alva Reibe just asked to be added to the agenda to visit with the board 
about cell phone use at the high school.  Mrs. Reibe stated allowing students to use their 
cell phones and listen to music with ear buds during lunch breaks has worked well for the 
school and she asked the boards consideration allowing students to use cell phones before 
school begins in the mornings.  She reminded the board that students are only allowed to 
use cell phones in the Commons Area and Main Street and are required to put phones on 
silent or turn them off while in class.  She said students who violate the cell phone rules 
receive a day in an alternative classroom.  The board will consider the cell phone request 
and vote in the January board meeting.  7:15 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Will 
Vance, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 8:03 p.m., it was 
 



RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.     
   
       
 
  


