
	FINDING	STRENGTH	THROUGH	INJURIES	
 By: Ashlyn Peak 

	Columbiana	has	had	a	fair	share	of	injured	athletes	this	year.	However,	those	injuries	provide	some	
	positives	too.	 They have allowed students to develop  strength and resilience. Two speci�ic student-athletes, 8th 
 Graders Hailee Gomoll and Lucas Buchheit, share how their injuries have affected their lives. 

 Lucas explained that he tore his ACL this fall. “A kid drove through me and pulled down. I heard a noise and 
 went to the ER after that. It was not the most fun experience, but it was an experience.” Hailee then said that she 
 developed Achilles tendonitis in her foot, over time. Both Lucas and Hailee agreed that their injuries signi�icantly 
 impacted their lives, but they have learned from them. When asked how her injury affected her life, Hailee replied 
 “It affected my ability to walk and how I played sports. I couldn’t walk, run, or go upstairs the same anymore.” 
	(CONTINUED	ON	PAGE	2)	

	SAFE	AT	SCHOOL	 [News] 
 By: Landon Covert 

	At	CMS,	the	students	practice	school	safety	
	by	doing	monthly	safety	drills.	 Some of the safety 
 drills are tornado drills, �ire drills, and lockdown 
 drills. We also have police of�icers that protect us 
 from invaders and help evacuate the school. Of�icer 
 Burbick is a resource of�icer at CMS, and he helps 
 organize these drills. 

 He talked about the drills schools have to do 
 in 2022, and he said, “We have to do the level 
 lockdowns and we also have to practice the 
 evacuation drills.” Then he added, “Every three years, 
 we have to do the physical drills and every other year 
 we have to do a table talk with the staff members on 
 how to make the school better and how to enhance 
 the drills.” 

 Of�icer Burbick also spoke seriously about 
 how to stay safe outside of school, “The best way to 
 stay safe is when you see something your classmates 
 talking, you see something on social media, tell a 
 teacher, tell me, we can get ahead of it that way.” 

 Our school, speci�ically, has been taking extra 
 precautions due to increased safety concerns all 
 around the country. If you have any concerns or 
 questions about safety, talk to Of�icer Burbick, Mr. 
 Martin, or a trusted teacher. 

	“AND	THEN	WE	EAT	AND	EAT	AND	EAT”	
 [Feature] 

 By: Mackenzie Powell 
	What	makes	a	family?	 Since Thanksgiving 

 just passed, the CMS press asked some teachers about 
 their Thanksgiving traditions and family time. 

 Intervention Specialist, Miss. Sauerwein, and 
 5th Grade ELA Teacher Mrs. Rich shared some of 
 their traditions with the CMS Press. Both staff 
 members were asked what they thought made a 
 family and they both stated that a family doesn't have 
 to be people you are related to by blood. Mrs. Rich 
 said, “I think common interests always bring anyone 
 together, but I think a family mostly comes together 
 because they love each other and they have common 
 goals.”  Miss. Saurwein added, “I think sometimes the 
 really good times, but also the bad times bring 
 families together.” They were also asked what they 
 usually do with their families on Thanksgiving. They 
 both explained how their families like to wake up 
 early every year to watch the Macy's parade. “And 
 then we eat and eat and eat…and to work off all of the 
 food we ate, we go outside and play touch football, 
 and my team always wins,” Mrs. Rich said. 

 Thanksgiving is a time when families and 
 friends get together to give thanks for all they have. 
 It's a time for love and celebration. Christmas is just 
 right around the corner, which means more time to 
 spend with the people you love! Happy Holidays! 



	“We	were	very	moved	by	recycling”	 -Annah Clemmer 

	BUILDING	A	BENCH,	NO	CAP!	 [News] 
 By: Landry Smith 

	Several	8th	Grade	students	are	currently	
	completing	a	Gifted	Service	Project	 and trying to 
 bring attention to the importance of rec  ycling. The 
 students are collecting bottle caps in order to create a 
 bench out of them. 

 A few students participating in this project 
 are Annah Clemmer, Camille Jeffries, and Tori 
 Waselich. Mrs. Baylor is overseeing the project as 
 well. Annah Clemmer said,  “We were very moved by 
 recycling, so we wanted to do something with that for 
 the environment.” Like Annah, the other students 
 were inspired to make a difference, so they began this 
 project together. Tori explained why she was 
 motivated to collect bottle caps, and she said, “To 
 encourage people to recycle and to replace picnic 
 benches.” 

 Mrs. Baylor and many of the 8th graders are 
 going to send all of the bottle caps to Green Tree 
 Plastics, where they will make the bench out of those 

 recycled materials. 
 If you would like to participate, please collect bottle caps 
 off of water bottles and more. You can place your bottle 
 caps in Mrs. Baylor’s classroom. 

 Mrs. Baylor and the 8th Graders would like to 
 thank anyone who has participated so far! 

	ENGLISH	FESTIVAL	PREP	 [News] 
 By: Madden Deal 

	CMS	readers	are	preparing	for	the	2023	English	Festival	this	upcoming	spring.	 The English Festival is 
 a popular event held at Youngstown State University each year, and it requires students to read seven books over 
 the course of the school year (fall to spring). 

 The  CMS  Press  interviewed  some  of  the  people  who  plan  to  attend  this  year’s  English  Festival.  Amelia  Mills, 
 a  7th  Grade  student,  and  Senator  Johnson,  an  8th  Grade  student,  both  plan  on  going.  Amelia  discussed  the 
 requirements  for  the  English  Festival,  “We  are  required  to  read  a  certain  amount  of  books  in  a  few  months  and 
 every  time  we  �inish  a  book  we  have  to  take  a  test.”  Senator  didn’t  attend  the  English  Festival  last  year,  but  when 
 asked  why  he  decided  to  go  this  year,  he  said,  “Because  I  heard  a  lot  of  good  reviews  about  it  and  people  said  it  was 
 fun.” 

 The  English  Festival  is  a  big  event,  approximately  3,000  students  from  multiple  counties  attend  every  year. 
 Teachers,  librarians,  and  parents  volunteer  to  judge  and  monitor  activities  for  the  day,  while  the  students  follow 
 their  own  schedule  and  attend  different  events  and  sessions  on  YSU’s  campus.  This  year,  there  are  three  authors 
 who  will  attend  the  Festival  as  well:  Rita  Williams-Garcia,  Chris  Crutcher,  and  Eliot  Schrefer.  These  authors  will  give 
 lectures about their books, meet students, and even sign books. 

 If you are an upcoming 7th or 8th Grader, consider going to the English Festival next year! 

	(Finding	Strength	CONTINUED	from	page	1)	
 Both Hailee and Lucas worked through their injuries and did all they could to support their teams. For 

 example, even though Lucas was injured he still helped out his fellow football players. “I still showed up and 
 supported my team. I taught some of the other kids how to play my position.” Hailee and Lucas have some advice 
 for currently injured athletes. “Take care of your injury, listen to your doctor, and always do your exercises. Also, 
 don’t do things that you are not supposed to do. Don’t  be afraid to ask for help too.” 



	JOINING	THE	BIG	LEAGUES	 [Sports] 
 By: Andrew Kridler 

 7th Grade is the �irst year that boys can represent our school by playing on the CMS basketball team. This 
 year’s 7th Grade team has the chance to win the EOAC championship game and bring home a trophy (again). They 
 are being coached by Coach Ryan Fauz, and last year Coach Fauz and Coach Q helped lead the 7th Grade Boy's 
 Basketball team to win the EOAC championship. This year, Coach Q is going to be coaching the 8th Grade Boy's 
 Basketball team. 

 Garrett Finsley and Ethan Leonard are both 7th Graders playing basketball for CMS this year.  When asked 
 what makes him proud to play for Columbiana, Garrett Finsley said, “I mean you have to have a good work ethic, I 
 mean they really push you in practice. They make you run a lot, so just be willing to put in that step if you're willing 
 to play for your school.” Ethan Leonard also mentioned what basketball players inspire him to play, “Maybe Kobe 
 and Dennis Rodman because they were always playing hard and I always wanted to be like them and play 
 basketball.” 

 The 7th Grade Boys Basketball team played their �irst game on November 28 versus East Palestine. They 
 will play their next game on Monday, December 5th at home versus Lisbon. 

	GAME	CHANGER;	A	VIDEO	GAME	REVIEW	 [Editorial] 
 By: Julie Mead 

 There are a lot of middle schoolers, including me, who enjoy playing video games.  Video Games are a fun 
 way to show yourself artistically, and some examples include when you play Minecraft or go through a story as 
 someone else (like in The Zelda series). Because of this, I decided to interview 7th Grader Jackson Alexander about 
 some popular video games that he and other students like. Jackson likes video games and was interviewed about 
 his favorite games and devices. “[Games] are a fun way to express yourself, and through games like Minecraft, you 
 can do a lot of things, you can do so much with just a simple game and it feels nice.” 

 Jackson currently has “a PS4, an Xbox 360, a PC, the Nintendo Switch, and an Oculus Quest 2.” He also said 
 that he enjoys playing all of the devices. He mentioned his favorite game is Hollow Night. “It is a rage game, but it 
 is calming if you look at it from the right way and it has an interesting game style.” 

 One of the most popular video game series out there is The Super Mario series. I asked Jackson what his 
 favorite Mario game was, and he answered, “Mario Maker 2…because it's like LEGO, you can create a wonderful 
 world that you love so much.” 

 During our interview, the question of whether or not games “make people happy” came up, and Jackson 
 wasn’t on either side. He said,  “I would say yes and no…because there are soothing games [where] you can sit 
 down and relax too, as much as you like, and there are other games which are made to intentionally make you 
 rage; otherwise known as rage games.” 

 Altogether, I agree that Jackson is right to be neutral on the subject because games can be dependent, 
 and I also �ind that it may depend on the person’s perspective. Just as Jackson had mentioned that Hollow Night is 
 his favorite game and calms him, even though it is a rage game, games made to calm people are also able to make 
 certain people upset and get frustrated. Video games are an amazing way to be artistic and fun, as long as you �ind 
 the right game. 

	THANKSGIVING	TRADITIONS	 [Editorial] 
 By: Kendall Gordon 

 Since Thanksgiving just passed, the CMS students took a survey about their family traditions. Thanksgiving 
 is an amazing holiday to spend time with family. Even though it's not my favorite, I still like Thanksgiving because I 
 can spend time with my family. 

 Sidney Schlueter, a 7th Grader, shared, “One tradition my family does is we get together, this year it is at my 
 brother's house.” 5th Grader Clara Reed’s family tradition is, “On Thanksgiving me and my dad go to my cousin's 
 house and have dinner. Afterward, we go to the living room and play board games.” 

	(CONTINUED	ON	PAGE	4)	



	(Thanksgiving	Traditions	CONTINUED	from	page	3)	
 As for me, my family and I have Thanksgiving at my house every year. My cousins and I play board games 

 every year and watch movies. We all love spending this time together.  We like to play Life, Monopoly, Uno, and 
 Sorry. We watch many kinds of movies, but my personal favorite I've watched was 	The	Polar	Express	 . 

 Spending time together on Thanksgiving is an amazing way to celebrate your love for your family and show 
 how much you care for them. Your family doesn't always have to be related by blood. You can pick your family. You 
 could count your best friend as your sister or brother. Your family should be the people who are always there for 
 you. 

	MODERN	MELODIES	 [Editorial] 
 By: Grayson Clouser 

 Starting with the MOST talked about recently, Taylor Swift just released a new album in October: her newest 
 2022 hit titled “ 	Midnights	 ”. It features songs like  “Anti-Hero”, “Labyrinth”, “Paris”, and more. In the �irst thirteen 
 songs of the album, Taylor sings about the thirteen nights she stayed awake, in worry about the different issues 
 she's gone through. You might’ve heard a lot of people talking about her new songs, so feel free to check out the 
 album if you’d like! I personally don’t usually listen to Taylor Swift, but her new songs are pretty good. 

 For any of The Weeknd fans out there, he also came out with a new album titled “ 	Dawn	FM	 ”. Some songs  you 
 might �ind include “Out of Time”, “Less Than Zero”, or other songs like “How Do I Make You Love Me”. This album is 
 overall about accepting a state of being and projects helplessness as merely a mindset. I do like The Weeknd, so if 
 you wish, you should de�initely check it out. 

 Harry Styles also came out with the very popular album this year called “ 	Harry’s	house	 ”, with some songs 
 you probably heard on the radio! Some titles include, “Music for a Sushi Restaurant”, “Late Night Talking”, and “As It 
 Was” (the most replayed of them all). On this album, Harry sings about the complex concept of what it’s like in his 
 “house” (i.e. his mind). This album tends to range from energetic to calm, which I’d say is a pretty good combination 
 overall. No matter what’s been released in 2022, everyone is free to listen to what they like! 

	THE	LIFE-LONG	BUSINESS	TRIP	 [Feature - Short Story] 
 By: Annah Clemmer 

 This time last year I never would have guessed that I’d be here sitting on the couch next to my older brother 
 Asher while my parents tell me that they are getting a divorce.  What am I going to do? What am I going to tell 
 everyone? That my mom is just on a business trip for the rest of my life? 

 The next day at school everything seems different; nothing seems quite as fun as before. It seems like 
 nothing is quite as important–not even my friends who, just yesterday, had been my entire world. I decide not to tell 
 them. For the next few weeks, I try to go with the motions. 

 No one else knows what this feels like. 
 “Ramona!” I hear one of my friends yell. I didn’t realize I’d zoned out. I never realized how perfect their lives 

 seem; they’ve had everything handed to them, and they’ve never had to struggle for anything. 
 I catch someone out of the corner of my eye. I’ve never seen her before and our school isn’t exactly big–it’s 

 actually pretty small. I tell my friends that I’ll be right back. I introduce myself, and she says her name is Samantha. I 
 ask if I can sit by her at lunch. “Yeah!” she says, “I was pretty worried about �inding someone to sit with.” I go home 
 that night and at dinner, I tell my mom that I made a new friend. Asher makes fun of me, but that's just Asher. It 
 seems like my mom is pretty happy about it. 

 For the next few weeks, I distance myself from my old friends, and now that I’m out of their group, I’m 
 realizing just how fake they are. Meanwhile, Samantha and I are growing closer and closer. I'm at my locker when 
 Samantha comes up “Hey!” she say’s, “Would you like to spend the night at my house tonight?” “I’d love to!” I 
 respond. “Seven O’clock. I’ll text you the address,” she says and walks to her next class. 

 That night when I get there, I see that only Samantha’s Dad is there. I decided that I will ask her about it. She 
 says that her mom left them over the summer and that’s why they moved here. 

 That’s when I fall apart, I start spewing about how my parents just got divorced and how everything has 
 been different. We both sit there talking about our lives and crying with each other, then I realize that this is what 
 really matters. She is what a true friend looks like. 


