
Minutes of Called Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
April 30, 2013 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 12:15 p.m. in the Conference Room, 
School Administration Office, 200 West Oak Street, with Vicky Dobson presiding.  
Other directors present were Wayne Gibson, Larry Holder, Renee Skinner, Susan 
Turbeville, and Will Vance.  Director Todd Whatley was absent.  Also attending the 
board meeting was Supt. Bob Watson, Blake Dunn, Jim Tucker, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Dobson called the meeting to order and explained the meeting had been called to 
discuss redistricting of school board zones, School Choice law, and safety zones at each 
school. 
 
Mr. Watson stated due to the 2010 census, the district must provide seven school board 
zones which are substantially equal in total population.  A demographer has been hired to 
draw up the seven zones and Allen Roberts, attorney for the district, has drawn up the 
resolution.  The district will request of the judge, converting from four-year to three-year 
terms and that elections be held at the regular school elections in September of this year.  
Mr. Watson explained that all seven current board members will be up for election in 
September after the district has been re-zoned and that according to the state law, board 
members would be elected to three year terms and would draw for one, two, or three year 
positions.  In doing so, this will put the district in compliance with state law.  On a 
motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Larry Holder, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves a resolution to pass on to the judge 
for the district to be in compliance state law in the created board zones, terms, and 
elections. 

 
Mr. Watson said on April 16 Governor Mike Beebe signed into law Act 1227 of 2013.  
The Public School Choice Act of 1989 was repealed by Arkansas lawmakers and Act 
1227 of 2013 will allow students to switch districts regardless of race.  The previous 
School Choice law prohibited school districts from granting legal transfers in two 
situations – “where either the resident or the receiving district is under a desegregation 
related court order or has ever been and such a court order and the transfer in question 
would negatively affect the racial balance.”  Mr. Watson explained the new School 
Choice Act would allow open school choice – not based on race as it has been in the past.  
He said under the new law, to avoid concerns over districts quickly re-segregating, no 
more than three percent of a school district’s students can transfer per year and that 
number is determined based on the school district’s third quarter average daily 
membership for the immediately preceding school year.  Based on the three percent cap, 
about 133 students enrolled in the district could leave the district under the new School 
Choice Act.   
 
He noted that Act 1227 has only been approved for two years, during which time state 
lawmakers will measure how the basically wide open School Choice plan will affect 
public schools in Arkansas.  He recommended that the El Dorado School District do the 
same – study how other schools who participate in the new School Choice law have fared 
in terms of students leaving and entering their districts and that the district consider 
exempting from the School Choice Act of 2013.  Mr. Watson said board members can 
come back next April and again ask for an exemption or choose a wide open School 
Choice.  Mr. Watson stressed that asking to exempt out from the new law would mean 
the district cannot release nor receive students through School Choice. 
 
He said under the previous School Choice law, last year 25 students requested transfers to 
another district and 24 students came into the district through School Choice.  He stated 
the district can exempt out of the new law because the district is under a court mandated 
desegregation order.  Junction City is also under a court ordered desegregation order.  He 
recommended the board take one year at a time and look at the new act – the same 
position the state is taking – and see what happens.  He noted that Camden and Hope 
school district had already voted to exempt out of Act 1227.  After a time of discussion, 
board members stressed they always want to do what is best for students, they also agreed 
they have to look at the financial numbers and if the district loses 133 students, based on 



the per student funding amount the district receives from the state, which is $6,400 per 
student, the district would lose about $850,000 in funding.  On a motion by Susan 
Turbeville, seconded by Renee Skinner, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the district to exempt-out of Act 
1227 of 2013 for one year.   

 
Blake Dunn with CADM Architecture, Inc. presented to the board drawings of safety 
entrances with a two door system to all elementary schools in the district, along with 
Washington Middle School and Barton Junior High School.  The new high school was 
built with a two-entrance system – visitors to the school must be verified at one door 
before they can be buzzed in for admittance to the building. 
 
Mr. Dunn explained that work at the schools will include creating a vestibule area with 
sliding windows, new doors and frames with electro-magnetic locking system – so 
visitors will remain in the vestibule area as background check are conducted and they will 
then be admitted into the school or denied access.  This is to create a reasonable deterrent 
at the schools.  Aluminum and glass storefront doors will be installed and doors will be 
opened when it has been verified that a visitor can come into the school.  He also 
explained that with the open campus layout at Washington Middle School, some gates 
will possibly be installed along walkways to prevent unauthorized persons from entering 
the school campus.  The projected cost for the safety vestibules at the school campuses is 
about $400,000 to $450,000.  Mr. Watson noted this falls in line with Hall Pass and will 
definitely keep people from just walking into the schools.  He also said that next year the 
second phase, which should be about one-quarter million dollars, of this plan will cover 
Murmil Educational Center’s entrance and Washington’s parking lot.  Mr. Watson noted 
that wise use of the district’s dollars goes a long way.  After a time of discussion and on a 
motion by Renee Skinner, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bids to go out this summer for 
safety entrances at the elementary schools, Washington Middle School, and 
Barton Jr. High School. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

   
 

 


