
MAYNARD   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS  
MINUTES   OF   SCHOOL   COMMITTEE   MEETING  

FOWLER   SCHOOL   LIBRARY  
September   12,   2019  

 
 

Present:   Bethlyn   Houlihan,   Natasha   Rivera,   Mary   Brannelly,   Lydia   Clancy,   Maro   Hogan  
Administrators   Present:   Mary   Jane   Rickson,    Superintendent;   Jennifer   Gaudet,   Assistant   Superintendent;  
Michelle   Resendes,   Business   Manager  
 
Meeting   Called   to   Order   at   7:03pm.  
 
There   were   no   previous   meeting   minutes   to   approve.  
 
Chairperson's   Report   
They   have   been   working   on   how   to   remedy   GM   roof   over   the   Pre-K   rooms   since   it   was   discovered   it  
could   not   be   certified   for   a   heavy   snow   load   and   have   been   talking   with   the   Town.    Had   a   School  
Committee   Goals   Workshop,   and   have   also   been   working   on   creating   operating   protocols.    The   School  
Committee   annual   calendar   has   been   posted   on   the   website.  
There   will   be   a   Financing   our   Future   night   on   October   3rd,   7:00   in   Fowler   Auditorium   followed   by   a  
Financing   our   Strategic   Plan   night   on   October   7th.    A   Tri-Board   meeting   will   take   place   to   talk   about   the  
Town   and   our   needs   as   a   Town,   budget   and   priorities.   
 
Students   Report   Out  
Student   representatives   Patrick   O’Neil   and   Tahal   Sidiqui   introduced   themselves   to   Ms.   Rickson.  
HS   students   had   to   work   through   some   schedule   issues   which   have   been   straightened   out   with  
Guidance.    Students   in   Senior   Project   are   finishing   a   letter   of   intent   to   begin   research,   working   on  
resumes   that   will   be   used   on   college   apps.    WAVM   held   its   first   full   staff   meeting   with   a   record  
attendance.    Jazz   band   kicked   off   Sunday   at   6pm   at   the   PC.    WAVM   will   be   acquiring   a   professional  
light   grid   which   has   been   ordered.    The   EEE   virus   has   affected   student   sports,   football   will   be   Sat.  
afternoon.    There   will   be   a   football   tailgate   party   tomorrow   at   5:30   AM,   all   are   welcome.    NHS   had   their  
first   meeting   and   offered   tutoring   two   days   a   week,   induction   ceremony   is   in   Oct.   
 
Superintendent   Report   
MHS   has   received   a   Citation   naming   it   a   Unified   School   Champion.    EL   teacher,   Catherine   Doiron,   was  
selected   to   participate   in   a   World   War   I   program   for   National   History   Day.    State   approved   the   MHS  
turnaround   plan   and   have   received   positive   feedback   on   all   the   standards   addressed.    Close   to   hiring   a  
2nd   WAVM   teacher   to   allow   the   increase   of   WAVM   Chapter   74   program.    MHS   has   instituted   a   credit  
recovery   program,   targeting   English   and   Math,   seniors.  
The   Nature’s   Classroom   program   coordinator   will   be   coming   to   speak   with   7th   graders   at   Fowler,  
parents   are   welcome   to   attend.    Fowler   book   fair   is   9/23-9/27.    The   Fowler   Fun   Run   raised   more   than  



$10,000,   working   to   make   it   more   inclusive,   email   principal   Barth   if   you   have   feedback.   Fowler   PTO  
elected   new   members   to   the   School   Council,   Ruth   Berman,   Heather   O’Brian,   Eve   Schutler,   Nancy  
McNeil,   first   meeting   is   Oct.   7th.    Grade   6   and   8   received   their   one   to   one   devices,   grade   5   will   get  
theirs   next   week.   
GM   -   Seen   positive   feedback   and   energy,   Mr.   McGuillicuddy   sent   out   a   letter   and   is   visiting   classrooms,  
the   new   school   nurse   has   started.  
Dates   to   remember,   Parent/Curriculum   nights   are   6:30-8,   MHS   9/18,   FS   9/25,   GM   9/19.  
Maynard   and   Mass   Partnership   for   Youth   will   host   several   parent   forums.    First   one   will   be   Navigating  
the   Cyber   world,   date   TBD.   Would   love   parent   feedback   on   what   topics   they   want.   
 
Citizens   Comments  
Brian   Sanders   was   concerned   about   the   Fowler   attendance   policy,   consequences   and   perfect  
attendance   awards   may   encourage   sick   students   to   come   to   school.    The   School   Committee   web   page  
was   not   easy   to   find,   not   linked   from   the   Town   website,   and   meeting   dates   were   not   on   the   calendar.  
 
Ms.   Griffiths   asked   if   Maynard   contacted   DCF   within   48   hours   of   any   suspicion   that   a   child   was   being  
harmed   and   investigated   by   outside   impartial   parties.   
 
Ms.   Gaudet   confirmed   that   was   Maynards   practice   and   teachers   were   aware   of   this.  
 
Jen   Kraynack   asked   if   Dan   Costello   would   be   back   tomorrow   or   later   this   year   and   asked   if   she   could  
read   a   portion   of   an   email   regarding   her   student’s   IEP   accommodations.   
 
Ms.   Houlihan   suggested   that   Ms.   Krynack   speak   with   Ms.   Rickon   personally   about   that.  
 
Ms.   Grifitts   noted   that   Natick   School   Committee   was   recently   sued   in   regards   to   censoring   citizen  
comments   at   school   committee   meetings,   ACLU   cited   the   School   Committee   Citizens   Comments   policy  
as   evidence,   which   was   very   similar   to   Maynard’s   Policy.  
 
Ms.   Houlihan   said   that   the   Policy   Sub-Committee   would   add   that   to   the   list   of   policies   to   be   reviewed  
when   they   started   to   meet.   
 
EEE   protocols  
Maynard   has   been   working   with   the   Town   Administrator   and   the   Department   of   Public   Health.    Maynard  
designated   as   high   risk   therefore   the   School   Dept   made   the   decision   that   all   activities   will   end   before  
7:00,   and   go   down   by   15   minutes   on   a   weekly   basis.    Away   Sports   games   would   follow   that   towns  
protocols.    Recess   will   continue   during   the   day,   do   not   send   aerosol   sprays   to   school.    Excel   has  
eliminated   afternoon   outdoor   activities.    The   football   game   Friday   night   has   been   moved   to   Sat.   at   3:30.  
 
Green   Meadow   Nurse   appointment   A.   Sarah   Bernardi   
Sarah   Bernardi   has   been   offered   the   position   as   the   GM   Nurse   and   has   accepted.    Her   DESE  
certification   will   be   complete   after   taking   the   communication   and   literacy   test.    She   has   been   shadowing  



our   nurses.    She   is   a   registered   nurse.    If   needed   we   could   apply   for   a   hardship   waiver,   showing   that   we  
have   advertised   and   had   trouble   filling   this   position.   
 
Ms.   Rivera   motioned   to   confirm   the   appointment   of   Sarah   Bernardi   as   nurse   of   GM   based   on   the  
recommendation   of   Superintendent   Mary   Jane   Rickson  
Ms.   Brannelly   seconded   the   motion.    Motion   passed   5-0.  
 
Master   Planning   Steering   Committee   Discussion   
Brendon   Chetwynd,   Chair   and   Adam   Con,   Vice-Chair   of   Master   Plan   Steering   Committee   discussed  
the   master   planning   process.    They   have   been   attending   various   public   meetings.   
The   Master   Plan   Is   a   strategic   document   for   the   community   that   covers   a   variety   of   areas   as   far   as  
policy,   and   where   the   town   would   like   to   go.    Ms.   Brannelly   met   with   Mr.   Chetwynd   to   recommend   some  
goals   that   would   include   Maynard   Public   Schools,   specifically   under   the   Public   Facilities   section   of   the  
document.    Another   recommendation   was   to   Work   with   the   school   department   to   develop   an   annual  
review   of   a   comprehensive   facilities   maintenance   plan,   including   regular   maintenance   and   anticipated  
capital   improvements.    Once   the   draft   is   finalized   it   would   go   to   the   planning   board   for   approval.  
The   website   to   get   more   information   about   the   draft   recommendations,   go   to  
http://maynardmp.com/elements.asp  
 
Green   Meadow   Roof   -   Status   Update   and   Next   Steps   
There   is   movement   in   getting   RFQ   done   which   is   the   next   step   to   getting   the   full   envelop   study  
including   the   roof   done,   BOS   is   in   full   support.    This   will   let   us   know   what   needs   to   be   done   and   what  
the   approximate   cost   would   be.    From   this   we   would   know   if   we   need   to   request   funds   at   Town   Meeting.  
Ms.   Rickson   will   be   meeting   regularly   with   Mr.   Johnson   at   the   Town.    Money   from   the   $100,000  
approved   at   the   May   Town   Meeting   for   all   town   building   rooms   could   be   used   for   the   GM   roof.  
 
ClearGov   Demo   
ClearGov   is   a   transparency   platform   that   takes   information   from   the   DESE   portal   and   displays   that   in   a  
way   that   is   more   understandable.    Demonstrated   the   information   that   is   available   on   the   Maynard  
ClearGov   page   which   is   updated   yearly.    You   have   the   ability   to   select   past   years.    Charts   on   screens  
are   interactive.    ClearGov   can   be   found   on   the   District’s   website   or   at  
https://www.cleargov.com/massachusetts/school/maynard  
Quoted   $1,168   for   reduced   level   of   access   level.    There   are   funds   in   a   Superintendent   line   that   could   be  
reallocated   to   pay   for   ClearGov.    Ms.   Resendes   felt   the   program   was   worth   the   cost.  
 
Ms.   Rivera   motioned   to   approve   the   expenditure   to   engage   in   services   for   the   use   of   ClearGov   for   the  
school   district   for   FY20   for   the   amount   of   $1,168.  
Ms.   Brannelly   seconded   the   motion.  
 
In   discussion,   Ms.   Clancy   stated   that   she   could   not   in   good   conscience   vote   for   this   because   the   budget  
was   so   tight   this   year.    She   would   abstain   from   the   vote.  
 

http://maynardmp.com/elements.asp
https://www.cleargov.com/massachusetts/school/maynard


Maynard   Schools   would   be   able   to   get   information   about   how   often   the   site   is   used   and   what   pages  
were   popular.   
 
Vote:    4   in   favor,   0   opposed,   Lydia   Clancy   abstained.  
 
Superintendent   Search   Update   -   invitational   letter;   
The   search   information   and   timeline   will   be   added   to   the   website.    The   invitational   letter   will   be   going  
out   this   week   to   potential   candidates.   
 
Ms.   Clancy   motioned   to   approve   the   invitation   letter   to   apply   for   Superintendent   of   Maynard   Public  
School.    Ms.   Hogan   seconded   the   motion.   
Motion   passed   5-0   
 
Chair/Vice   Chair   of   screening   committee   &   identify   key   constituencies;   Liaison;   schedule   focus  
group   dates   
The   two   School   Committee   members   on   the   Screening   Committee   will   be   the   Chair   and   Vice-Chair   of  
that   committee.    One   of   those   2   members   would   be   the   liaison   to   NESDEC.    The   key   constituencies  
(teachers,   parents,   administrators,   Town)   that   make   up   the   screening   committee   will   need   to   be  
decided.    The   School   Committee   would   reach   out   to   those   constituencies   so   they   can   decide   on   their  
representative.    Focus   groups   will   need   to   also   be   defined,   and   dates   for   focus   groups.  
 
After   discussion,   the   following   motions   were   made.   
 
Ms.   Hogan   motioned   for   Ms.Clancy   to   be   Chair   and   Ms.   Brannelly   be   Vice   Chair   to   the   Screening  
Committee   for   the   Superintendent.    Ms.   Rivera   seconded   the   motion.  
Motion   Passed   5-0  
 
Ms.Brannelly   would   continue   as   NESDEC   Liaison.  
 
Ms.   Brannelly   and   Ms.   Clancy   will   work   together   to   identify   constituent   groups   and   focus   groups   and   the  
dates   for   these   focus   groups.  
 
Citizens   Comments   
A   parent   (Julie)   asked   for   a   communication   to   go   out   to   parents   and   asked   who   was   overseeing   the  
Fowler   Instagram   page,   which   appeared   to   be   Mr.   Costello’s   personal   page   that   was   changed   to   be   a  
Fowler   page.    She   was   concerned   about   inappropriate   comments   to   students   on   the   page.    It’s   a   public  
page   that   anyone   can   see.   
 
Ms.   Rickson   could   not   comment   on   staff   and   personnel   matters,   but   would   do   something.  
 
Jen   Kraynak   asked   if   someone   was   covering   his   position   while   he   was   out.   
 



Members   Comments   and   Subcommittees   Report-Outs  
Ms.   Houlihan   asked   that   the   Assabet   Vocational   Rep   be   included   in   the   schedule   for   the   year.   
 
Budget   sub   comm   report   met   on   Aug   29   and   talked   about   Ch   70   funding   and   different   places   they   might  
find   funding.   
 
Ms.   Houlihan   met   with   Chris   DaSilvia   and   Justine   St.   John   and   looked   at   the   different   funding   needs  
over   the   next   10   years   for   capital   needs.   GM   roof,   Fire   Station,   etc.  
 
There   would   be   a   SEPAC   collaboration   meeting   this   tuesday   at   7   PM.  
 
Ms.   Hogan   got   to   see   the   5th   graders   during   the   Fun   Run.    Students   were   able   to   walk   or   run,   they   took  
turns   watching   on   the   sidelines   and   participating.   
 
Ms.   Clancy   noted   that   there   were   some   issues   and   negative   fallout   from   the   fun   run.   Thought   they  
should   figure   out   how   to   make   it   work   for   the   kids   who   wanted   to   and   didn’t   want   to   participate.    Several  
community   members   mentioned   that   they   would   prefer   to   donate   directly   to   the   school,   45$   of   the  
money   went   to   the   Fun   Run   company.   
She   has   also   had   parents   contact   her   about   lunches   running   out,   especially   the   last   lunch.   
 
Ms.   Rivera   thanked   the   BOS   for   allowing   the   opportunity   to   engage   in   conversations   that   our  
community   demands   of   us,   and   to   advocate   for   the   needs   of   our   schools.   
GM   School   Council   had   its   first   meeting.    Focusing   on   efforts   on   student   achievement.  
She   commented   on   districts   costs   for   paper   and   Xerox,   almost   $20,000   for   paper   and   rental   of   copy  
machines   to   date   for   this   year.   
 
Ms.   Houlihan   noted   they   just   had   goals   meeting   and   have   laid   out   the   goals   for   sub-committees   and  
now   we   can   work   on   how   to   advance   those   goals.   
 
Ms.   Hogan   motioned   to   adjourn   the   meeting.    Ms.   Clancy   seconded   the   motion.  
Motion   passed   5-0  
 
Meeting   adjourned   at   10:15   pm  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully   Submitted  
Colleen   Andrade  
Administrative   Assistant   to   the   Superintendent   of   Schools  
Approved   1/16/20  
 


