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Dear RSU 1 Staff and Families,

I hope you are enjoying this fantastic spring weather. The schools are back 
to a sense of normalcy, and we look forward to celebrating the success and 
accomplishments of our students as we begin to conclude this school year. 
We hope that you will be able to join us in recognizing students at our typical 
end-of-the-year activities such as celebrations of learning, academic compe-
titions, concerts, athletic events, and graduation. 

This year, the district increased services and programming in special educa-
tion, gifted and talented, Advanced Placement (AP), and career and tech-
nical education. Morse High School is one of nine Maine schools offering 
the AP Capstone Diploma project. These courses develop students’ skills in 
research, analysis, collaboration, and writing. During the 2022-2023 school 
year, the school system will offer additional opportunities for high school stu-
dents to apply learning from their coursework to relevant on-the-job experi-
ences. The proposed FY23 school budget includes two new positions - Dean 
of Students at the high school and a Response to Intervention Coordinator 
for Pre-K through eighth grade. 

In May, we celebrated Teacher Appreciation week. Thank you to all of our 
staff for everything they do on a daily basis. One of our staff members, Katie 
Clark, Applied Academics Teacher at Bath Tech, was recently honored as 
Sagadahoc County Teacher of the Year!

The summer edition of the Merrymeeting Adult Education catalog is now 
available on their website. Please visit their website to see the new and ex-
citing classes offered over the summer. While you are there, take a moment 
to browse the amazing art included in the Digital Art Show. Also, this summer 
we are pleased to announce that we have established a veteran discount of 
$10 off all classes that are longer than two nights. Please call Merrymeeting 
Adult Education at 729-7323 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Patrick Manuel 
Superintendent of Schools
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News From

MHS Unified Literacy Program Holds First 
Poetry & Art Gala

It was a celebration of firsts: the first Poetry and Art 
Gala the school has held and the first opportunity 
for Functional Life Skills students to have their work 
featured at an event. The program is also breaking 
new ground in the world of education.

“The school has had Unified Physical Education for 
some time,” explains Functional Life Skills teach-
er Jonathan Fisk. “Unified matches mainstream 
students with learning disabled students in a men-
tor-mentee relationship to provide learning oppor-
tunities and build social and emotional connections 
for everyone involved.”

Fisk says he loved the idea when it was first 
mentioned by his colleague, Physical Education 
Teacher Charlie Bingham. He and School Librarian 
Dawn Lee talked about how the Unified concept 
that worked so well for physical education might 
work for literature and art. They brainstormed with 
Education Technician Rachel Manzo, did some 
research, and finally, made a request to pilot the 
program this year.

“We are fortunate,” says Lee, “to be in a school 
that is open to innovation and ideas. Not everything 
works well the first time, but we are given the op-
portunity to try things out.”

In their case, things seem to be working extremely 
well. They filled the 12 spots available in their pilot 
and then set to work providing learning experienc-
es. “We sought out mainstream students who had 
an interest in special education or social work,” 
explains Fisk. “We matched them one-on-one with 
functional life skills students and put together a se-

ries of learning units that include literature, art, and 
hands-on experiences.”

The team also needed to fund their efforts, which 
they did using a combination of imagination and 
connections. “Because the idea was introduced 
mid-year, there was no budget,” says Lee. “We 
depend a lot on Ruth’s Reusable Store for supplies 
and have tapped the school library budget to get 
some things done.”

Working together has also been important to the 
effort. “Team teaching has been part of the experi-
ment and it’s been a real game-changer,” says Fisk. 

The team enlisted additional help thanks to the 
unique relationship between Morse High School 
and Bath Tech. Working with Early Education 
Teacher, Gretchen Parlin, they arranged for the 
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Unified Literacy class to come read to preschool-
ers. “Little ones come to our program twice a week. 
Tech students take on roles in the classroom just 
as they would in a regular work environment,” says 
Parlin. She describes the experience for all the 
students as extremely positive and enjoyable, par-
ticularly for the Functional Life Skills students, who 
have been accustomed to having people read to 
them rather than the other way around. “When they 
come here, the roles are reversed,” she says. 

The Poetry & Art Gala hosted by the Unified class 
amplified that experience of being front  center by 
showcasing the art and poetry of students whose 
work may be easily overlooked. “Everyone wants 
to belong,” says Lee. “This program helps students 
feel they fit, that they are part of the community and 
can feel comfortable going up to people and talking 
with them.”

The plan going forward is continued growth. “We 
hope to move beyond the pilot and become a regu-
lar program, next year… with a budget,” says Fisk. 
“Bath is very community oriented and a program 
like this can only help strengthen that community.”

Record Number of Morse Students Earn 
Seal of Biliteracy

A group of 16 Morse High School Seniors lined up 
behind the Spanish and French flags last week to 
celebrate their significant accomplishment: earning 
a Seal of Biliteracy on their diplomas and a notation 
on their school records. Two Juniors also complet-
ed the work required to qualify for the Seal, along 
with two others who are on track to qualify by next 
year.

The Seal of Biliteracy is a national program that the 
State of Maine began offering for the class of 2019. 
Students test to prove proficiency in at least two 
languages, one of which may be English. Accord-
ing to the Maine Department of Education website, 
“This award elevates the study of languages and 
gives students an edge for the college applications 
and careers.”

Morse High School offers Spanish and French 
language classes, however students may attend 
classes outside of RSU1 or utilize skills they have 
in a native language other than English to qualify. 

Senior Isabel Strelneck supplemented her lan-
guage acquisition by taking early college courses 
through the University of Maine at Augusta online. 
“During COVID when I couldn’t go to class I wanted 
to keep going,” she says. Her goal is to help people 
who have barriers because of language or culture 
get the help they need. The Seal of Biliteracy, she 
hopes, is a step toward doing it.

Seal of Biliteracy Awards
Class of 2022 = 16 (12 Spanish, 4 French) 
Class of 2021 = 7 (6 Spanish, 1 French)
Class of 2020 = 5 (2 Spanish, 2 French, 1 German)
Class of 2019 = 3 (Spanish, German, Serbian)
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Burkina Faso Featured at 
Cultural Lunch & Learn

Students came to sample the food and drink cer-
tainly, but also to learn more about a fellow student 
who traveled from the small African country of 
Burkina Faso to the United States where she and 
her family have made their home.

Orlane Bognini, a Burkinabè (native of Burkina 
Faso), who is currently a Senior at Morse High 
School presented to over twenty students, some 
teachers and others at the first cultural lunch and 
learn in a series hosted by the Morse Interact Club. 
Among the goodies provided by Orlane and her 
mother were fried plantains, ginger beer and hibis-
cus tea. 

Assisted by the treats, a slide deck and Morse 
Counselor Leslie Trundy, Orlane impressed the au-
dience with details of how she traveled to the Unit-
ed States from Burkina Faso, a small, landlocked 
country in West Africa with a population of just over
20 million to the United States. She talked about

Seal of Biliteracy Achievers 2022: (L-R) Orlane Bognini, Iris Hennin, Jonah Smith, Emma Beauregard, Drew 
Marecek, Aidan Shields, Isabel Strelneck, Allison Reblin, Lora LaRochelle, Nina Ryan, Isaac Ensel, Cody Emer-
son, Drew Walden, Gracie Rolfe, Edward Crews, and Lily Clifford

how, due to colonization, the official language of 
her country is French, but the country has almost 
60 languages, including Mooré, which is used by 
over half of the population.

The talk progressed from facts about Burkina Faso: 
its tropical climate and large populations of animals 
protected in four national parks, to her personal 
experience as a teen who relocated to three very 
different places--New York city, Portland, and Bath 
--in just two years before settling in and attending 
school at Morse. “I was just learning English when I 
came,” she says. “I kind of felt like an outsider.” 

Orlane says it was tough knowing how to socialize 
which made her decide it might be best for her to 
keep to herself. That made people believe she was 
shy and quiet.

“I have known Orlane since freshman year,” one 
teacher says. “She has been in my French class. I 
am impressed by how much she has come out of 
her shell and by how well she did with this presen-
tation.”
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Special Olympics and Other Events for 
Students with Special Needs Continue 
Through May

After a successful swim meet in April, Special 
Olympics continued with a track & field event held 
on May 26. The events included students from the 
Unified Physical Education program as well as 
some adults.  

Students also got to participate in an end-of-the 
year barbeque for all Lunch Buddies in the court-
yard outside the school library. Lunch Buddies 
pairs students with special needs with mainstream 
students. Each month, selected students got to go 
to lunch together at a local restaurant where they 
could order from the menu. The barbeque, held 
June 1, celebrated all of this year’s participants.
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Senior Ceremonies Held in May

After three socially-distanced years, Seniors were 
finally able to enjoy in-person recognition at two 
ceremonies at Bath Tech.

The Senior Awards and Recognition Ceremony 
allowed parents and friends to celebrate with stu-
dents as they walked across the stage to receive 
certificates from instructors. The ceremony honored 
106 students.

A number of outstanding seniors also received 
scholarships and toolships to help prepare them for 
their next stage of life and future employment.

Eleven seniors were honored at the 2022 Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) Pinning Ceremony held 
May 25. These students successfully passed the 
State of Maine CNA exam. 

The students who received pins were:
• Sophia Barber, Morse High School

• Gretchen Farrin, Lincoln Academy

• Kolby Feltis, Lincoln Academy

• Kaleigh Gingrow, Morse High School

• Alexandria Hall, Morse High School

• Mckayla King, Wiscasset Middle High School

• Maisie Mathiau, Lincoln Academy

• Julia Perow-Ridley, Morse High School

• Samantha Rice, Lincoln Academy

• Jesslyn Wilder, Boothbay Region High School

• Liberty Wyman, Morse High School

Congratulations to all seniors!
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Katie Clark Chosen Sagadahoc County Teacher of 
the Year

Bath Tech Instructor Katie Clark was named Teacher of the 
Year for Sagadahoc County in a ceremony held in Augusta 
in May. She was chosen after a rigorous process that start-
ed with being nominated by her Director. What followed was 
a process of answering questions, submitting written essays 
and being interviewed by a panel of teachers, principals, 
and business community members from within the county.

Clark says she believes she was nominated because her 
Director saw her making connections with students. “I think 
she may have noticed that I wear many hats around the 
school,” says Clark.

Clark teaches applied academics, administers exams, and 
helps students with college and career planning. Her work 
complements that of the counselors assigned to each stu-
dent by their sending schools. In addition, Clark serves as 
Skills USA coordinator and is an SEA co-president.

“I feel I am doing the best I can for my students all the time,” 
says Clark. “I don’t think that is extraordinary. I feel like we 
all do that. With a smaller staff there is a lot to be done and 
everyone has responsibilities.”

Outside of her regular job, Clark works at raising two chil-
dren as a single mother. She also serves as director of the 
summer bridge program for 8th and 9th graders.

“As the daughter of a long-time public school teacher, I 
know how hard each of these teachers works every day to 
make sure our kids have the best shot at success,” Gov-
ernor Janet Mills said when commenting on this year’s 
awards. “I am so grateful for all they do for our students, our 
communities, and our state...”

Clark says she hopes to continue working with the Teacher 
of the Year organization, taking steps to move toward state, 
and then perhaps even national recognition. “I am happy 
to use the opportunity to advocate for career and technical 
education, which is my passion,” she says.

She says she’ll be taking things one step at a 
time and see where it goes. “One thing I don’t 
want to lose track of,” she says, “is my respon-
sibility to the students. I don’t want to lose that 
spark that got me here in the first place.”

Skills USA is a competition for all career and 
technical education (CTE) schools in the Unit-
ed States. Students and their advisors raise 
funds and attend meetings to prepare for the 
competition. 

This year, Morse High School Junior Riley 
Harper will be going to the national competi-
tion after coming in first in the state in archi-
tecture. Bath Tech also won second place 
awards for wedding cake decorating, carpen-
try and automotive.
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News From

Mark Twain Play Celebrates Boyhood

Eighth-grade students are pitching in to prepare 
for their upcoming production of The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer, a play based on the writing of Mark 
Twain that, according to 8th Grade Teacher Re-
bekah Abbatemarco, deals with every aspect of 
being a boy.

“It is a boy-heavy play,” says Abbatemarco. Girls, 
however, are not excluded.

 “Tom is supported by women like Aunt Polly and 
her friends,” she explains, “The building of the sets 
and props has been done largely by the female 
actors in the play. 

“There are also roles for everyone doing lights, ush-
ering...everyone in Kennebec House is involved. 
That’s about half of the entire 8th grade and four 
teachers.”

Abbatemarco wrote the play as part of a learning 
unit she was presenting on classic literature. The 
class read excerpts from Tom Sawyer and The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. What inspired her 
to adapt the book for stage, she says, was her own 
theater background, but also watching boys during 
the pandemic. 

“Boys are very physical. The isolation was tough. 
Twain understood boys and adolescents. These 
books we’ve been studying are really a celebration 
of boyhood and being a boy.”

The play has also been a renewal according to 
Abbatemarco. “The Middle School stage had not 
been used as a stage,” she says. Reclaiming it 
meant cleaning out and moving in to present the 
first play the Middle School has done in a very long 

time. It also meant casting students...all except one 
of whom has never acted before.” 

The result has been an enriching learning experi-
ence as well as a chance to help students transition 
to a new school.

“These kids will be at Morse next year. Many of 
them had no idea that they might like theater,” Ab-
batemarco says. “Fifth graders, for whom the play 
was originally targeted, will also benefit. They will 
be here next year at the Middle School, and this is 
a preview of something they might like.”



Spring-Summer 2022  |  9

������������������
�����������������������������

News From

Celebration of Learning Highlights Best of 
Students’ Work

The Bath Middle School Celebration of Learning 
for 2021-2022 took place this year on May 26 in 
the Middle School gymnasium. Using an open 
house format, the event featured work products and 
projects chosen to represent the myriad of learning 
experiences, and the learning and skills acquired 
by students throughout the year. 

“I love seeing the culmination of all of the kids’ 
learning and schoolwork. I think it is much better 
than just having them do a project and bring it 
home,” Geometry Teacher Sara Morris says.

Featured Topics

• Vignettes on Refugees
• Real-life Hero Biographies
• 3D Geometry
• Passages (the journey into high school)
• Student-created 3D Models
• Shark Tank-style Pitched Solutions for 

Global Problems
• Student Play: The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer
• …and more

Vignettes on Refugees is work produced in 
an historical fiction lesson team taught by En-
glish Language Arts (ELA) Teacher Adelle Carter 
and Social Studies Teacher Tiffany Alexander. 

The project was the culmination of reading, 
discussing, and looking at photos of immigrant 
children to try to make sense of their experi-
ences. Students were challenged to write short 
vignettes using sensory language and strong 
verbs to capture the experiences children in his-
torical photographs might have had, and what 
they might have been feeling in the moment.

“We taught empathy as well as ELA and social 
studies,” says Carter. “We made connections to 
current events and got the kids to consider what 
someone in Ukraine or Afghanistan might be 
going through in current times.”

Carter says both she and Alexander are very 
expeditionary-learning driven. She notes, “We 
stayed in step with the group to get the kids to 
produce their best quality work.”

3D Geometry is a lesson introduced by Geome-
try Teacher Sara Morris. It included a project where 
each student brought a regular box to school 
– shoe box, cereal box, gift box, etc. They mea-
sured to determine the box dimensions and made 
a two-dimensional “net” or flat shape. They then 
used the “net” to create a three-dimensional model 
of the box. 

“Students could pick any box they wanted,” ex-
plains Morris. “Some regretted their choices.” 

An example of the regrets were when students re-
alized their boxes had extra sides that folded over 
the top, or triangular-shaped sides that required 
more complex measuring than simple rectangular 
shapes. “It was an added challenge,” says Morris, 
“but in the end a great learning experience.”

Asked if she would do this project again, Morris 
says she would. “The kids enjoyed it because it 
was more hands-on and more visual. It helped in 
making abstract concepts real.”
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News From

Life is Tweet for Second Graders

There’s nothing like the great outdoors, especially 
when you’re a kid and the outdoors is your class-
room…and what a classroom it is. Thanks to a small 
but active PTA, teachers who know what they want, 
and a community willing to pitch in to make it hap-
pen, the Outdoor classroom at Woolwich Central is 
looking good and filled with activity.

“We did a large fundraiser,” says PTA President Car-
ly Fuller. “We asked teachers what they wanted, and 
they overwhelmingly said, ‘an outdoor classroom.’” 
Instructions in hand, the PTA went to work, planning 
and recruiting volunteers for a community workday 
to clean out and re-cover the existing greenhouse, 
install paths and cement pad, plant a butterfly gar-
den and more. “We made some progress and then 
the pandemic happened and that stopped us. Our 
goal this year is to finish.”

Finishing means in part, adding a pavilion to the 
already well-designed space that includes areas for 
up to three classes running simultaneously. “The or-
chard was here,” says Fuller. “There is a plan to use 
the apples for snacks in the cafeteria in future.”

The space was fine as-is for Vice’s class, who are 
studying birds this year. Outdoor Teacher Mary 
McCauley instructed students on what to look for 
and how to describe what they saw, heard, and 
otherwise experienced while they were there. The 
students’ observations included bees buzzing in the 
apple blossoms and a variety of birds flying, walking, 
singing, and pecking. The children shared stories 
of birds at home and were encouraged to continue 
their observations outside of their outdoor class-
room.

“It’s a fantastic space,” says McCauley, who teaches 

outdoor education for the entire school as well as 
in Phippsburg. “It’s great for the kids to get out and 
experience everything there is out here.”

Second graders enjoy the outdoors along with outdoor learning experiences.
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News From

“We did a demonstration of how a birchbark canoe 
is built in the traditional way,” explains Maine Mari-
time Museum Education and Community Services 
Coordinator Luke Milardo. “The kids really loved 
watching that.”

The 2nd grade lobstering trip on May 17 focused 
less on ships and boats though and more on what 
makes Maine uniquely suited to raising lobsters 
that are loved all over the world. Milardo impressed 
on the children the importance of regulation and 
conservation of the population and how the Maine 
lobster industry is helping to preserve lobsters to 
ensure lobster fishing can continue far into the 
future. 

“It’s a complicated industry. Playing this game helps 
them understand that.”

Students Try Their Hands at Lobstering at 
Maine Maritime Museum

The crowd of 2nd graders cheered as their peers 
competed at moving lobsters from the sea through 
vetting, sale, and onto diners’ plates. It was an ex-
citing competition that ended a lesson on the Maine 
lobster industry and helped students visualize the 
complex and difficult processes involved. 

“This is the second field trip to the Maine Maritime 
Museum for the second graders this year,” explains 
Principal Jennifer McKay. The first trip was amaz-
ing. The kids really loved it.”

These trips are part of an overall partnership 
between the schools and the museum that has 
children coming to the museum twice a year in sec-
ond, fourth and seventh grades to study shipping, 
commerce, and how Maine ecology and history are 
influenced by the sea and ships.

“I really liked all the ships and how they were built,” 
says student Lincoln W., who acted as a co-op 
owner in the lobstering game. 

MMM Education & Community Services Coordinator Luke Milardo prepares 
2nd graders for competition in the lobstering game.
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Author Visit Prompts First All-School Gather-
ing in Over Two Years

Maine Writer and Literary Specialist Jennifer Richard 
Jacobson visited Dike Newell in May to read stories 
and run workshops.

“It was one of the best visits by an author ever,” said 
First Grade Teacher Kathy Henrickson. “So great that I 
am sending my husband to Mockingbird Books to pick 
up copies for her to sign for my grandchildren.”

The real story though, is the opportunity the visit 
created for the school to come together for its first full 
assembly since before the pandemic. 

To ensure success, Principal Jennifer McKay and her 
staff held a practice session the day before, covering 
topics like What is an Assembly and proper etiquette 
for welcoming visitors.

“These children have never been to an all-school as-
sembly,” says Principal Jennifer McKay. “They did very 
well in the practice. They even clapped when we were 
done presenting.”

McKay believes assemblies are important. “It was 
wonderful seeing the children wave across the room to 
friends and older or younger siblings.”

Having the author present enhanced the experience. 
“They’ve worked so hard on reading. Being able 
to bring in an author makes it real. It’s not just 
someone out there. It is someone you can meet 
and talk with.”

McKay explains how one student asked to talk 
with the author one-on-one. He asked why she 
used the colors she did in a story of hers he 
loves. “It was amazing to see them make that 
connection.”

������������������
�����������������

Overall, McKay says she is proud of the teachers, 
proud of the kids, and she looks forward to the re-
turn of regular assemblies. “We are continuing with 
the protocols still in place. Families are doing a nice 
job of staying in touch with the nurse and asking for 
rapid tests. We’re doing our best to keep everyone 
healthy.” 

The Bath Garden Club took advantage of the weather and some extra hands as they worked with 1st 
graders to plant sunflowers and marigolds in the school’s front garden.

Students react to a reading by Author and Literary Specialist Jennifer Richard Jacob-
son at the first all-school assembly in over two years.

Also at Dike Newell...
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News From

History Club Raises Funds and Awareness 
for School’s Namesake

Having a school named for you is significant, but 
significance can be lost over time if no one is pay-
ing attention. The 5th graders in the Fisher Mitchell 
History Club are working to ensure that does not 
happen. By looking back, generating ideas and 
raising funds they hope to ensure the legacy of 
Lillian Fisher, for whom the Fisher Mitchell School 
was established and named, continues to be known 
and recognized.

Lilian Fisher was a teacher for 50 years, mostly at 
the Mitchell School in Bath. “It was unusual at that 
time for a woman to receive such an honor, but 
Miss Fisher was so extraordinary, so special to the 
children of Bath, she took her place alongside po-
litical and business leaders for whom other schools 
were named,” explains Education Technician and 
Librarian Meg Barker. 

The History Club wants to add a marker to her 
grave to better represent her career and lifetime. 

Barker says kids are interested in history because 
their families are interested and because in Bath 
history is all around them. “They are exposed to 
it. They are aware and they want to know more,” 
Barker says.

The club has kids analyze primary sources such as 
photos, maps and books, then ask questions with 
the goal of teaching them how to be good histori-
ans.

In addition to helping students delve into history, 
the club works to instill a sense of pride by allowing 
them to make contributions to the community and 
its understanding of its history. 

 “We gave each child a piece of an old map of Bath 
and asked them to figure out how to put it together,” 
says Barker. They looked at where things are, how 
they are drawn and how they thought others might 
see our city based on the map. We also looked at 
old photos of kids in Bath and talked about what life 
might have been like for them at that time.”

The club relies in part on the Patten Free Library 
history room and its librarian, Mary Kate Kwasnik. 
They also avail themselves of resources throughout 
the city. “We went to the library last week to see 
items from the collection,” Barker says. We talked 
about Maine’s First Ship and went to Oak Grove 
Cemetery.”

To fund their efforts, the club started a Go Fund 
Me that quickly provided the money they will need 
to purchase a new grave marker for Lillian Fisher. 
They also created note cards featuring historical 
sites in Bath and sold them as part of a bake sale 
they ran at Spring into Summer in mid-May. There 
are no concrete plans yet for purchasing and install-
ing the marker, however it is something they are 
discussing and expect to accomplish soon.

Fisher Mitchell School students at Oak Grove Cemetery learn about Lillian 
Fisher and see her existing grave marker.



Spring-Summer 2022  |  14

����������������������������
�����������������

News From

Community Group Erects Pavilion at 
Phippsburg Elementary

The weather was fine for building on Saturday, April 
30 and build they did. The community came out in 
significant numbers to begin erecting a pavilion on 
the playground at Phippsburg Elementary. 

The pavilion, an idea first raised by Outdoor Ed-
ucator Mary McCauley, complements the nearby 
outdoor classroom and the playground itself. 

“We don’t have trees on the playground,” Principal 
Sandra Gorsuch-Plummer says. “The new structure 
will be a place children can sit in the shade on hot 
days and a space for imaginative play and other 
outdoor activities.”

The pavilion will also provide comfortable class-
room space for teachers, who are looking to do 
academic work with their students in an outdoor 
setting.

“All of the labor for the project has been done by 
volunteers,” says Gorsuch-Plummer. “We bought 
materials with COVID (American Rescue Plan) 
funding, but people brought the tools and donated 
materials and their expertise to get the job done.”

Working on a site that was previously prepared 
by volunteer Curtis Doughty and a concrete pad 
that was poured by volunteer Jeremy Doyle, the 
April team got to work, measuring, leveling, and 
constructing. A large portion of the pavilion was 
completed in that single day. The remaining work, 
a roof, sheathing, shingles and some finish work, 
were completed mid-May by a smaller, but highly 
energetic group of volunteers. 

Volunteers also showed up each building day to 
keep the construction team fed. “We had a few 
parents, but mostly the volunteers were people 
from the community who wanted to help out,” says 
Gorsuch-Plummer. 

The plan is to have students start using the pavilion 
before the school year ends. 

Phippsburg volunteers pause for a moment while building the playground 
pavilion.
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Phippsburg Author Visit Filled with Activity

The event itself was exciting. Lynn Plourde, a 
favorite among the primary grades crowd, engaged 
groups with interactive, age-appropriate workshops. 
The PTA added to the experience by providing 
copies of the author’s books for each child to have 
signed during the day. Fourth Grade Teacher Sandi 
Brann assisted and took photos.

“Lynn worked with each grade level in our building,” 
says Brann. She explains how the Pre-K learned 
how to use sign language to “read aloud” parts of 
Plourde’s book, Go, Grandma, Go!  The kindergar-
ten class collaborated to create an “add on” story 
by adding a scene or more to a Plourde book they’d 
read, Wake Up, Baby Bear!  Grade 1 learned how 
to spot word and/or action patterns in stories. 

Grades 2 and 3 learned how to plan a story using 
the idea of a “take away problem” and a 3P (prob-
lem-pattern-process) Plan, developed by Plourde to 
help children and teachers organize their thoughts. 
They brainstormed to create a problem-solving 
story that featured a moose, who after a series of 
mix-ups trying to grow new antlers, finds a pair in 
the woods that he attaches using “super-duper 
glue.” The final story was turned into a short play 
where every student had a role.

Grades 4 and 5 learned about the process Plourde 

followed to turn Donn Fendler’s story Lost on a 
Mountain in Maine into a graphic novel she titled 
The Lost Trail.  Plourde shared her notes, revision 
process, photographs, and the academic vocab-
ulary of a graphic novel: panels, gutter, narration 
boxes, and speech bubbles.

“It was great,” says Brann looking back on the day. 
Plourde agrees, adding “It was a lot of fun.”

Children’s Author Lynn Plourde signs books provided by the PTA for each 
child.
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