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BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 02806 

 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE – February 6, 2020 

 

Present at the meeting were Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Erika Sevetson, Anna Clancy, Patrick 

McCrann, Michael Messore, Paula Dillon, and Douglas Fiore.  

 

Ms. Bae called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.   

 

Ms. Bae led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Ms. Bae had each Committee member and the Administration introduce themselves to the 

general public. 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

Mr. Messore presented to the Committee the achievements of the staff and students. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Scott Pickering, 5 Bittersweet Court, spoke again on his perspective on the public comment 

portion of the meeting. 

 

Anne Gasbarro, 4 Collins Court. Ms. Gasbarro is the Field Hockey Coach. Ms. Gasbarro spoke 

about the new school start time and how it affected her team during the field hockey season. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

Middle School Building Committee Report: Mr. Fiore gave an update on the work that is left to 

be done on the building. The punch list is being worked on. The auditorium opened with a great 

start. The exterior work is on hold until the spring. The project is still running under budget. The 

next committee meeting is Monday, February 10, 2020. 

 

Financial Update: Mr. Fiore reported that the District is on budget through the end of December. 

Mr. Fiore has requested the Committee to approve the expenditures for the month of December 

in the amount of $4,136,471.36. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the expenditures for December in the amount 

$4,136,471.36.  Dr. Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded. The motion passed 5-0 

with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Clancy, Ms. Sevetson and Mr. McCrann voting in the 

affirmative. 
  

FY21 Budget Update: Mr. Fiore presented the FY21 Proposed Budget to the Committee. Mr. 

Fiore reviewed with the Committee the items that will be increased and where the District will 

be reallocating expenses to accommodate need in other areas. Dr. Dillon discussed the 

curriculum and the 2023 State deadline regarding the curriculum. The preliminary budget is 



over the 4% cap and the administration will be working on ways to fix that prior to the next 

meeting. 

 

School Schedule Task Force: Mr. Messore reviewed the information that was received from the 

staff, students and parents regarding the new school start time. He also reviewed the attendance 

data from the first 60 days of school and student conduct. The presentation will be posted on the 

Barrington website. The School Schedule Task Force will continue reviewing this data and will 

identify priority tasks prior to the next meeting.  

 

Transportation Update: Mr. Messore reviewed the transportation data from this year compared 

to the data from last year. He also reviewed the drop off and pick up times for each school. The 

Transportation Task Force continues to update the Transportation Manual and will be looking at 

ways for better efficiencies, especially the longer runs from Nayatt/Primrose Hill communities 

to the K-3 schools and one of the schedules with students being dropped at BHS just before 

class starts. 

 

2020-2021 School Calendar: Mr. Messore presented the draft School Calendar for the 20-21 

school year. The proposed first day of school is August 31st and the last day for students would 

be June 21st. The calendar will be presented a second time in March for Committee approval. 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
 

Advisory Committee Updates: 

 

Diversity Equity and Inclusivity - DEI: Ms. Alison Grieco, Mr. Zachary Quaratella and 

Sudiksha Mallick (BHS student) presented to the Committee a powerpoint entitled Culturally 

Relevant Curriculum. The group from the high school has been working on the curriculum for 

history and writing towards a more diverse curriculum.Ms. Bae stated that the DEI committee 

has formed three sub-committees: Policy Review, Communication Plan and Educators of Color.  

 

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) - The Committee has been following the work of the RULER 

Task Force. They have also formed working groups regarding: Technology use, Student 

Resilience and options for measuring SEL-related data. 

 

Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC). There has been a great turn-out this year at the 

meetings with former students also attending the meetings. One of the main goals this year is to 

work on developing a Best Buddies program at the High School and hope to trickle this down to 

the Middle School and the Elementary schools. February is Autism month. 

 

Health & Wellness: Continue to working on follow up regarding changes at the cafeterias. A 

faculty and community based work group was formed to help reformat the policies regarding 

tobacco and vaping at the schools. At the next meeting, the committee will be reviewing the 

health curriculum with Corey Downey, Department Chair for PE/Health. Kelly Gorman (BHS 

student) came to the February meeting and gave a presentation regarding environmental 

education and its impact on the health and wellbeing of students. 

 

Facilities Committee: The committee has finished their tours of all the schools. The District has 

received the RFP for a facilities study for which the District received a grant. The next meeting 

is scheduled for February 19, 2020 to evaluate the responses to the RFP. 



 

Ad Hoc Athletic Field Advisory Committee: The Committee has formed four sub-committees 

(Field Maintenance, Field Finance, Scheduling, and Artificial Turf Research). There will be a 

public workshop set up in the near future for community feedback. 

 

Student Rep Update: Kelly Kaon updated the Committee regarding her work at the State level 

with the Student Advisory Committee. Kelly gave an update from semester one to the high 

school students during the Sunrise Show. Kelly worked with the Middle School Transition 

Academy with students moving to the High School next year, as well as, working with Middle 

School to support the start of their own Sunrise Show through mentorship with the high school. 

At Hampden Meadows, Kelly interviewed the students regarding the new start time and coping 

methods for transitioning to the Middle School. The High School and Middle School students 

will be going to the elementary schools for Reading week to read to the students. 

 

Discussion and clarification of the recently approved Class of 2023 and Beyond Graduation 

requirements policy. Dr. Dillon explained some of the requirements and how the students would 

receive credits from a level one class at the Middle School and then transition into a level two 

class at the High School. Discussion ensued regarding the way these items are recorded on the 

students’ transcripts, and a plan to provide clarification regarding the transcripts was made. 

 

Discussion of the legislative priorities in preparation for the Legislative Breakfast. The topics 

discussed the Field Trip policy, the State Funding Formula, Athletic Fields and using sponsors, 

and state level management of high cost items like transportation and high-cost special 

education. 

 

Discussion regarding the recent legislative hearings on the Field Trip bills and whether the 

Committee should write a resolution. The Committee has decided to wait on writing any 

resolutions at this time until it is clearer what direction the General Assembly is taking. 

 

Discussion on Public Comment. Ms. Bae reviewed documents that were received from Sara 

Rapport (legal counsel) relating to public comment, including a change in the law which has not 

been represented in presentations by the Attorney General’s office previously. The Committee 

discussed aligning with others in the state as Ms. Bae had reached out to Bristol/Warren and 

was told that there is usually legal counsel at all meetings, but that otherwise, they follow 

similar protocols to Barrington. Dr. Douglas noted that the new workshop format for many of 

the meetings was designed to allow more conversation with the community, although the topics 

are limited to what is on the agenda. The Committee will develop a variety of protocols to be 

considered with regards to the Public Comment policy. 

 

Ms. Bae reported the vote of the Executive Session on January 9, 2020 regarding the Counsel v 

E. Doe with administrative appeal and advisory opinion. On January 9, 2020, the Committee 

voted to seek dismissal of the matter of Counsel v. E. Doe, case #PC-2019-10097 and to seek an 

advisory opinion regarding issues raised but not resolved in E. Doe and related matters. The 

vote was unanimous in favor of seeking dismissal of the appeal from Superior Court and to 

submit the request for advisory opinion to the Department of Education. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to ratify the School Committee Governing Principles. Dr. 

Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. 

Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Ms. Clancy and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative.  



 

Dr. Douglas read the first reading of Use of Opioid Antagonists Policy. The Committee made 

some edits. The second read of the policy will take place at the March 5th business meeting. 

 

Dr. Douglas read the first reading of the Controlled Substance and Alcohol Testing policy. The 

second read of the policy will take place at the March 5th business meeting. 

 

Ms. Clancy read the second reading of the Principal Powers and Duties Policy. A few edits were 

made. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the Principal Powers and Duties Policy. Dr. 

Douglas moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. 

Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Ms. Clancy and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

Ms. Bae read the second reading of the School Improvement Team Policy. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the School Improvement Team Policy. Dr. Douglas 

moved and Ms. Sevetson seconded. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. 

Sevetson, Ms. Clancy and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to defer the second readings of the Dual and Concurrent 

Enrollment Program Policy and School Committee Meetings and Records Policy. Dr. 

Douglas moved, Ms. Sevetson seconded. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, 

Ms. Sevetson, Ms. Clancy and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No Public Comment  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda which contained the minutes 

from the January 9, January 23 and January 28, 2020 School Committee meetings and the 

Executive Session of January 9, January 23, and January 28, 2020. Dr. Douglas moved 

and Ms. Sevetson seconded. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. 

Clancy, Ms. Sevetson and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Communication Policy 

School Calendar 

February 27th workshop - Social Emotional and Well-Being Goals 

FY21 Budget update 

Protocol for Public Comment during the Business portion of meeting 

Discussion Threat Assessment at the April meeting 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



Mr. Messore announced the appointment of Kylie McPherson as the Math Teacher for the 

Middle School. Also, the resignations of Caroline Fraser, Assistant Girls Lacrosse Coach for the 

High School and Susan Lourenco, JV Boys Tennis Coach for the High School. 

 

At 11:10 pm, Dr. Douglas motioned and Ms. Sevetson seconded the motion to adjourn.  

The motion passed 5-0 with all members voting in the affirmative. 

 

 


