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On the Cover…
Sean Baird, Maya Hannon, Raylee Shay, and Kodin Connor 
display the passports that they are having stamped toward 
entrance to Port Matilda Elementary School's Winter Carnival, 
which took place on January 31 . The students are first-graders in 
Mrs . Shawnee Morgan's class .

As part of the school's Schoolwide Positive Behavor Support 
program, and in keeping with the district's elementary theme of 
travel, students earned passport stamps for displaying the traits of 
kindness, respect, and responsibility .  Students also received a 
bracelet with their first stamp, adding a charm with each 
subsequent stamp awarded .

During the carnival, students enjoyed activities including a 
hot chocolate and cookie bar, snowman selfies, snowman bowling, 
a "snowball" fight, melt the ice cube, and pin the nose on the 
snowman .
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How did seven years go by so fast?  Seems like only yesterday, 
we met in the LGI as I was approved by the Bald Eagle Area 
School Board as the new Superintendent, replacing Mr . Dan 
Fisher .  What large shoes I was stepping into .  I want to thank Mr . 
Fisher, not only for the guidance and time he gave so willingly 
to me, but also for forging the path and projected direction we 
continue to follow .

I am so excited for the future of the Bald Eagle Area School 
District .  We will continue to move forward, not because of any 
one person, but because of the commitment of each and every one 
of the wonderful people that call Bald Eagle Area home .  Whether 
you are homegrown like so many of us, or if you have been 
fortunate to find your way home here, living, working, or both 
in the district, we rapidly realize there is no place like our home .

Our community lives life by one motto, “At BEA, It’s Cool 
to Care .”  In a day when so many people are focused only on 
themselves, how refreshing to live in a place where we look out 
for each other—we give of ourselves to better our homes and 
communities .  Our children and students simulate the actions of 
the adults in their lives and are praised locally and statewide, and 
are recognized nationally for their compassion, politeness, and 
devotion to others .

I want to take this time to thank you, the Bald Eagle Area 
Community, for having the confidence in me, allowing me to 
be the Superintendent of the finest school district in the state of 
Pennsylvania, if not the country .  As stated earlier, no one does 
this alone—I have outstanding teammates .  Whether you work as 
a building principal, serve lunch to the children, or plow snow in 
the parking lot, no one person is more important than the other . 
We all chip in when necessary, regardless of the task .

Claudia, thanks for keeping me on task and organized as 
best you could .  Mr . Letterman, thank you for your patience and 
wisdom, but also for the subtle nudge when required .  Mr . Nilson, 
thanks for always giving it to me straight even when our thoughts 
were divided .  Craig, so glad you came on-board; always nice to 
have someone that understands the entire picture .  I want to thank 
all the past Board Members for being professional and always 
putting the district first, as expected from adults.  To the new 
Board, may you humbly call upon your predecessors and those 
present with one foot in the past and one in the future, for counsel .  
To Chet Miles, my dad, thanks for your continued support and 
guidance from the very beginning .  Linde and Kelsey, you ladies 
have always inspired me to do my best .  Finally, to Lisa, thank 
you for being there, always.  You picked me off the floor when 
necessary and grounded me when I needed to be anchored .  
Couldn’t have done any of this without you!
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Superintendent Jeffrey Miles Retires

After seven years at the helm of the Bald Eagle Area 
School District, Superintendent Jeffrey Miles retired at 

the end of February . The BEA Board of Directors accepted 
his resignation at its January meeting . 

A 1978 BEA graduate, Mr . Miles was a standout athlete 
in high school and college . He graduated from Juniata 
College with a degree in Geology, later returning for his 
teacher certification. After working as a teacher, Dean of 
Students, Assistant Principal, and Principal in area districts, 
he took the position of Superintendent at Bald Eagle Area on 
March 1, 2013 .

Looking back on his most satisfying accomplishments 
at Bald Eagle, Mr . Miles cites the changes that the district 
has made to make students feel safer and more comfortable, 
while enjoying more selections in courses, clubs and sports . 
He credits his predecessor, Dan Fisher, with laying the 
groundwork for these changes with updates to the facilities .

The greatest challenges that Mr . Miles sees facing his 
successor are those relating to finances, shrinking enrollment, 
and the large geographical area of the district . Lower student 
numbers may require the district to make difficult choices 
regarding elementary schools, and the district’s geography 
often requires tricky decisions regarding weather-related 
delays and closings .

Mr . Miles points out that, although the rural nature 
of the district presents challenges with transportation, it 
also highlights the importance of the district’s role in the 
community . He sees the district facilities as community 
centers, providing the main venue for district students and 

residents to gather, whether to attend a musical or sporting 
event or to shop at a craft fair .

Over the last seven years, it was not unusual to see 
Mr . Miles attending two or more student activities, such 
as a Mock Trial competition in Bellefonte and a basketball 
game in Altoona, in the same evening . He points out that 
supporting students means being where they are . “It is 
extremely important for administrators to be visible: “You 
owe the kids that . I’ve always enjoyed supporting the 
students in their activities, whether music, drama, football, 
or wrestling .  I always tried to get to as many activities as 
possible .” 

Mr . Miles is looking forward to spending time with his 
family and friends and working on the family farm, where his 
father still lives . His wife Lisa, a former pharmaceutical sales 
representative, is retired, and the two of them will be able to 
spend time with their two daughters and one grandchild . (He 
has one more grandchild on the way) . He will also  now have 
time for spending time outdoors, including hunting .

“I grew up blue and gold,” says Mr . Miles . I am very 
fortunate to have had the opportunity to come back home . I 
would like to thank the community for the opportunity that I 
had to serve as superintendent .”

Mr. Miles is honored after the BEA bocce team's win over 
Bellefonte on February 4.

Superintendent Hiring 
Process

The BEA Board of Directors approved the 
services of Dr. Edward Albert, Executive Director 
of Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small 
School (PARSS) to lead the search for a new 
superintendent.  Dr. Albert has conducted meetings 
and surveys seeking input from staff, administrators, 
and community members, and advertisements 
have been placed in various media.  The board 
anticipates approving a candidate by April, with a 
start date of July 1. In the meantime, an interim 
superintendent will be appointed.

Board President Tina Greene says, "The Board 
of Directors thanks the school community for their 
input and comments as we search for Bald Eagle 
Area's next superintendent.  We are hopeful that 
we will find a candidate who has an appreciation 
for our district and communities, and will join our 
district  with an open mind, fresh ideas, and an 
eagerness to lead us in BEA's next chapter."
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New Comprehensive Plan
At its November meeting, the Bald Eagle Area Board of Education approved the district’s 2020-2023 Comprehensive 

Plan, the result of collaboration between school board members, school personnel, parents, and community members . 
During the 2018-2019 school year, teams at each school were formed to analyze data and set academic goals . This data, 

along with the guiding questions embedded within the state’s Comprehensive Planning Tool, provided the foundation of the 
process .

Committees were formed to address the areas of Career & College Readiness, Family & School Community Engagement, 
Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS), School Climate, School Safety, and Technology/STEM . Committees met on 
March 25, 2019, and April 29, 2019, in the LGI of the Bald Eagle Area High School to share concerns and develop goals to 
address these concerns . 

During the next phase of the process, district personnel collaborated to complete the Student Security, Professional 
Education, Induction, Special Education, and Gifted parts of the Plan, developing action plans with strategies and 
implementation processes for each area .

In October 2019, the Comprehensive Plan was made available for public inspection and full school board review .  As 
a result of feedback made during this time, changes were made before Board approval and submission of the plan to the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education . 

The Comprehensive Plan is available for viewing on the district’s website .

New Faces on BEA 
Board of Education

At its December 5 meeting, the Board of Education 
welcomed five new members: Gary Heverly, Molly 

Hoover, Jason Penland, Adam Franks, and Alesha Gavlock . 
The new members replaced Susan Butterworth, Thomas 
Letterman, Theresa Peters, Tawna Smith, and Richard 
Watters. New officers include Tina Greene as Board of 
Education President, Molly Hoover as Board of Education 
Vice-President, and Gary Heverly as PSBA Legislative 
Liaison .

Jan Riggio, elementary art teacher for BEA,  was named 
the Pennsylvania Outstanding Art Educator of the Year 

at the Pennsylvania Art Education Association (PAEA)
Conference . Mrs . Riggio was recognized at the January 9 
school board meeting, where she presented the board mem-
bers with tiles created by her students .

A PAEA board member, Mrs . Riggio is also a Regional 
Representative for the central area of Pennsylvania . In this 
capacity, she creates and facilitates professional develop-
ment in art education for area art teachers .

Mrs. Riggio Named 
Outstanding Educator
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Luke Wilson Named 
National Merit Finalist, 

Timothy Durachko 
Commended Student

Children 5 years old on or before 
August 31, 2020, are eligible to 
register for kindergarten. Bald Eagle 
Area School District no longer has an 
Early Entrance policy. Registration 
packets will be available in all B.E.A. 
Elementary Schools or by contacting 
the District Elementary Office at 
(814) 355-3737.

Registrations are scheduled to be 
held on the following dates:
Port Matilda  
Monday, March 16             6-7 PM
Mountaintop Area   
Tuesday, March 17             6-7 PM
Howard       
Wednesday, March 18             6-7 PM
Wingate    
Thursday, March 19           5:30 -7 PM

Please be sure to bring the following 
items to registration:
• Your child’s birth certificate 
• Your child’s immunization 

records 
• Custody papers (if applicable)
• Completed physical form 

from your child’s doctor or 
appointment date for your 
child’s physical 

Questions regarding the immuni-
zations or physical requirement for 
your child to attend school should 
be directed to  Mrs. Lauryn Bostdorf, 
the Elementary School Nurse, at 
(814) 355-4872.   If you have other 
questions or are unable to attend 
one of the registration sessions, 
please contact Mrs. Tina Kochik in 
the District Elementary Office at 
(814) 355-3737.

Kindergarten 
Registration to Be 

Held in March

BEA’s Community Education 
Series with Dr. Peter Montminy

Upcoming Sessions:
Tuesday, March 3 from 6:30-8:00 PM at Bald Eagle Area 
Middle/High School
Mindful Solutions for Challenging Behaviors
How to Resolve Common Behavior Problems Peacefully and 
Productively

Tuesday, March 24 from 6:30-8:00 PM at Port Matilda 
Elementary School
Mindful Solutions for Challenging Behaviors
How to Resolve Common Behavior Problems Peacefully and 
Productively

Tuesday, April 28 from 6:30-8:00 PM at Mountaintop Area 
Elementary School
Winning the Screen-Time Wars
Creating Healthy Digital Habits for Our Students and 
Ourselves

BEA senior Luke Wilson has been named a 
Finalist and Timothy Durachko has been named 

a Commended Student in the National Merit® 
Scholarship Program . The Finalist and Commended 
statuses represent placement in approximately 
the top 15,000 and 50,000, respectively, of over 
1 .6 million students who entered the competition 
by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) in 
2018 . Luke now has the opportunity to continue 
in the competition for about 7,600 National Merit 
Scholarships .

After graduation, Luke plans to study physics 
and mathematics at the undergraduate level, before 
moving on to a graduate program . Tim plans to study 
Mechanical Engineering at Penn State University . 

Luke Wilson was named 
a National Merit Finalist.

Timothy Durachko was 
named a National Merit 
Commended Student.
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Barn Hill Preserve 
at Port Matilda 

Elementary  

Wingate Elementary Engages Families 
in Shared Reading 

On February 4, Port Matilda Elementary School students 
had the opportunity to get up close with exotic animals 

during a presentation by Barn Hill Preserve of Delaware . 
The 45-minute program included a three-ringed armadillo, a 
green iguana, a bearded dragon, a tortoise, an African pygmy 
hedgehog, and the student favorite, a baby Australian red 
kangaroo .

The presenters educated the students about topics such 
as the animals’ distinctive features, habits, and habitats . 
They also reminded the students about the responsibilities 
involved with owning a pet, including the decision about 
whether to acquire a pet . After the presentation, students were  
given the opportunity to purchase photos of themselves with 
one of the animals . Third-grade student Paul Hacker said 
that he particularly enjoyed learning about the red kangaroo, 
which can jump as far as the length of a full-size school bus . 

The animal program also visited the other elementary 
buildings in the district throughout the month of February .

On the evening of February 5, several 
Wingate students and their parents 

or guardians met for a movie, a book 
discussion, and snacks . The event was the 
culmination of the third annual Wingate 
Reads program .

According to facilitator Mr . Skip 
Pighetti, the goal of the program was for 
parents and intermediate-level students  
to share the enjoyment of reading and 
to engage in meaningful conversations 
about books . This year’s book, Racing in 
the Rain: My Life as a Dog, is a young 
readers’ edition of the New York Times 
bestselling novel The Art of Racing in 
the Rain, by Garth Stein, which was also 
adapted into a 2019 movie . The story 
is told from the point of view of Enzo, 
a lovable mutt, at the end of his life, as 

he takes the reader back through his life, 
starting with his puppyhood . Mr . Pighetti 
points out that, even though humorous and 
lighthearted events occur, the book deals 
with heavy issues such as death, making it 
ideal for parents to read and discuss with 
their children .

In December, flyers went home with 
all Wingate students in Grades 3–5 . On 
the evening of January 8, each family who 
had signed up for the program was able 
to pick up a complimentary copy of the 
book, along with a packet with summaries 
and guiding questions to facilitate parent-
child discussions . The culminating event 
on February 5 provided the opportunity to 
compare the movie with the book and to 
share conversations with other families .

Third-grade student Marisa 
Shapich enjoyed reading about 
Enzo, especially the part about 
his adoption at a barn.
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If you spend a day at Mountaintop Area Elementary 
School, you may notice a student raising the flag, another 

reading morning announcements, and another assisting with 
dismissal . Educational researchers often tout the importance 
of student engagement and ownership in a school, and every 
student in Mrs. Nicole Thompson’s fifth-grade class has the 
opportunity to develop that ownership through leadership 
responsibilities .

At the end of their fourth-grade year, students interview 
for leadership positions, job-shadowing current fifth-graders 
for the last two weeks of school . Once the new school year 
begins, each student gets the opportunity to raise and lower 
the flag and to read the morning announcements, including  
leading the Pledge of Allegiance, with two students being 
assigned to each position each week . In addition, individual 
students are assigned to committee and coordinator roles to 
help the school day run smoothly .

Leadership Roles:
Eagle Mascot Coordinator: makes sure the Eagle mascot 

attends all assemblies and special events
Chromebook Cart Coordinator: makes sure Chromebooks 

are returned to their carts and plugged in at the end of 
day

Recess Committee: organizes the recess cart and makes sure 
it is available during outside recess; makes suggestions 
for new equipment

Recycling Committee: takes care of recycling in the building
PBIS Committee: works with the PBIS coach, Mrs . Cortney 

Schall, to develop special events and incentives
Dismissal Coordinators: help with end of day dismissal
Custodian Crew: assists with cafeteria tables after breakfast 

and lunch and helps set up for events
Lost and Found Coordinator: organizes and displays lost 

and found items

Mountaintop Area Elementary Fifth-Graders Take 
on Leadership Roles

"Recycling makes me feel like I'm helping out the 
cooks and the teachers."  
Isaac Meyer, Recycling Committee
"I like being involved in what our school is going 
to do for PBIS incentives, and I enjoy representing 
Mountaintop in the community."  
Kendall Gavlock, PBIS Committee 
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Scenes from the High School and Middle School 
Plays: Radium Girls and Villain School

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: The Bald Eagle Area Drama Club will present its spring musical, Honk!  on 
April 16, 17, and 18, at 7:00 PM.

Once again, BEA teamed up with Penn State's Eberly 
College of Science to host the Exploration-U Community 
Science Event at Bald Eagle Area High School. Exhibits 
included a planetarium and a 45-foot walkthrough exhibit of 
the JOIDES Resolution, a scientific research ship. Exhibitors 
from the district, the university, and the community provided 
opportunities for children to have fun (and get a little messy) 
while learning about science.

Bald Eagle Area Middle/High School held its annual History 
Night on January 30. Social studies students presented 
their National History Day projects on the theme of Breaking 
Barriers in History. According to teacher John Coltabaugh, 
the event provides a venue for students to compile research 
into  the presentation of a final project, preparing students 
for real-life situations.
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District Chorus: Front: Amber Graham, 
Cami Haines; Back: *Nick McClellan, 
Emily Shiels, Tim Durachko
*Region Chorus

County Band: Front: Maddie Meckley, Amber Thompson, Tristan 
Eveleth, Eden Eveleth; Middle: Ryan Patcyk, Hailey Houser, 
Ashlyn Lucas, Jamie Meckley, Eli Fry; Back: Hunter Ishler, Ava 
Murnyack, Daina Julian, Hannah Trigg, Zach Rowland, Alex 
Uhler, Alice Crane, Dylan Gehringer

County Chorus: Front: Carlie Evock; Middle: Charity Guiser, 
Peightin Brownson, Cadence Stem, Carly Parsons; Back: Mr. 
Ryan Wade, Jaysa Cooper, Sydney Williams, Grace Seth, Emma 
Spillia, Kailyn Gill, Colton Wagner, Christian McCloskey-Emel

District Orchestra: *Tim Durachko, Alyssa 
Packer, Weston Eppley
*Region Orchestra

District Band: Nick McClellan, *Amber Graham, Jeff Fry, *Tim 
Durachko, *Alyssa Packer, Samantha Trigg
*Region Band

District Jazz Band: Hunter Ishler, Nick McClellan, Amber 
Graham, Jeff Fry, *Tim Durachko, Alyssa Packer, Ryan Patcyk
*All-state Jazz Band

Tim Durachko has been named to the 
All-State Jazz Band. He is only the second 
student in the history of the district to 
achieve this honor.

MUSIC HONORS
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BEA Football Team Takes 
District Title, Makes It to 

PIAA Semifinals

Volleyball Takes District Title

Girls' Soccer Team 
Mountain League Champs

After winning its second consecutive District 6 AAA 
title, the BEA football team entered the PIAA playoffs, 
defeating Bedford and Sharon before losing to Central 
Valley in the semifinal round. BEA finished the season 
with a record of 11-5 .

At the Mountain League fall sports banquet, Gage 
McClenahan and David Close received 1st Team honors . 
Asher Burkett, Kaden Bittinger, Jaden Jones, Tommy 
Snyder, and Caleb Burns received 2nd Team honors .

The BEA girls' volleyball team won the Mountain League and 
District 6 titles. After making it to the PIAA quarterfinal round, 
the team finished with a record of 20-1. Three players were 
named to the Pennsylvania Volleyball Coaches Association All-
State Team: Grace Hugar, Madison Rockey, and Lexi Skripek .

At the Mountain League fall sports banquet, Madison 
Rockey  was named MVP . Grace Hugar, Lacee Barnhart, Lexi 
Skripek, Taylor Kilmer, and Katelyn Smitchco received 1st 
Team honors .

BEA's girls' soccer team won its first ever Mountain League 
Championship, finishing the season with a record of 20-2-1. 
The team also made it to the District 6 finals for the first time 
and had its first-ever win in a PIAA tournament. 

At the Mountain League fall sports banquet, Falen 
McHenry, Zoey McHenry, Autumn Tobias, and Rachel 
Veneziano received 1st Team honors . Sarah Holler received 
2nd Team honors .
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Sports Highlights
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Addison Proctor (right) was named Homecoming Queen 
during ceremonies at Alumni Stadium on October 4. 
Skylynd Brown (left), BEA's 2018 Homecoming Queesn, 
returned to crown her successor.

Mountain League All-Stars for Boys' Soccer: Dylan Hess 
(2nd Team), Peter Van Cise (1st Team), Conner Robinson 
(1st Team), Dillon Barnyak (2nd Team)

Gage McClenahan was named to both the PFN Coaches' 
and PA Writers' AAA All-State Teams for football . Also 
a wrestling standout, Gage placed first in the 145-pound 
weight class at the King of the Mountain Tournament, 
held at Central Mountain High School, the Trojan Wars 
Tournament in Chambersburg, and the Ultimate Warrior 
Tournament at West Branch . (photos by Tim Weight)

Jaden Jones reached the 1,000-point milestone on January 
20 in the BEA boys' basketball team's 79-51 victory over 
Bucktail .

Sports Highlights

Alumni Stadium has a new look, thanks to the fresh track 
and turf surfaces that were installed last summer.



12   /  Bald Eagle  Area School  Distr ic t

Door Decorating Contest

 

BEA Honors 
Veterans

Middle/High School teachers 
and their first-period classes 
decorated their classroom 
doors in honor of Veterans 
Day. After the assembly, Prin-
icpal Jack Tobias led a team 
of veterans through the school 
to choose a winning door. Mrs.
Kristin Bennett's class won a 
pizza party from the History 
Club for their display.

On November 8, the entire district, along with local veterans and 
their families, gathered in the Bald Eagle Area High School 

gymnasium for the district’s annual Veterans Day celebration . 
After a welcome from Director of Secondary Education Jack 

Tobias, the American Legion of Clarence presented a parade of colors, 
high school junior Myles Stover led the Pledge of Allegiance, and 
the symphonic band played the National Anthem . High school junior 
Hannah Reese read a Presidential Proclamation, which was followed 
by a choral selection .

Superintendent Jeffrey Miles introduced the guest speaker, Stacy 
Irvin, a 2003 BEA graduate, who enlisted in the Air Force in 2008, 
transferring to the Air Force Reserves at the end of her active duty 
commitment. Irvin reminded students to let their default be confidence 
and to have the self-discipline to tackle difficult challenges.

Other highlights of the celebration included speeches on the 
meaning of Veterans Day, a sing-along with the elementary students, 
and a moment of silence followed by the playing of Taps .

 After the assembly, veterans and their families were invited to a 
lunch in the high school lobby . On the way, they had the opportunity to 
see the district’s picture wall of 281 veterans, including BEA graduates, 
employees, and family members .  A list of 965 BEA graduates who 
have served in the Armed Forces scrolled on monitors throughout the 
building .
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BEA Student Pilot Headed to United States Air 
Force Academy

Peter Van Cise

Over the summer of 2018, I began making progress towards 
my dream of becoming a pilot . This past summer, I earned 

my private pilot’s certificate—the first step of many on the way 
to becoming a pilot in the United States Air Force, my highest 
aspiration .

Ever since I took my first flight on a commercial jet, I have 
loved the experience of flying. When I got older and thought more 
about what I really wanted to do in life, I realized that maybe I 
could combine the excitement of flying with a realistic job and 
become a pilot . Since my father and sister both served in the 
Air Force, I had always considered joining, and the decision to 
become a pilot made the idea even more appealing .

In July 2018, I took my first flight in a single-engine airplane 
at Bellefonte Airport. It was mostly an introduction to flying, 
with the instructor just showing me how it felt to hold the yoke, 
but it was one of the most exhilarating feelings I had ever had . 
From there, I took lessons and flew on my own until I had enough 
experience to take the practical test . I soloed in the plane before 
I could even drive alone! Along the way I had to take an online 
course that taught about the more “science-y” parts of flying. 
When I took my test, I was more nervous than I had felt for any 

other exam . When I passed, I was as relieved as I was ecstatic .
Soon I began my search for a college and found the United 

States Air Force Academy (USAFA) . I was immediately drawn to 
it because of its high-level classes, incredible athletic facilities, 
and the closeness of everyone there . I spent last summer 
completing the intense application . Part of the application included 
securing a nomination from a congressman, which I received 
from Representative Glenn Thompson . The USAFA looks for 
“well-rounded” applicants, so I included all my achievements 
and activities including earning my Eagle Scout Award, being 
a member of NHS, volunteering with Special Olympics with 
LEO Club, playing in the band, playing soccer and football, and 
much more . In October, I was invited to visit the Academy with 
all expenses paid, because of my competitive application . On 
December 16, I received an appointment to the USAFA .

I plan on attending the USAFA with the intention of becoming 
a pilot . In late June, I will travel to the Academy and begin Basic 
Cadet Training . BCT lasts about six weeks, leading directly into 
the beginning of the academic year . I hope to serve in the US Air 
Force until I retire, and serve the nation to the best of my ability .
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Culinary Corner
Mrs. Stephanie Gardner

At the 92nd National FFA Convention & Expo, held in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, from October 20–November 2, 2019, recipients of the prestigious 

FFA American Degree were recognized . This year, three members of the Bald 
Eagle FFA Chapter; Dalton Hall, Kurt Hall, and Emily Trigg; all of Julian, 
earned the honor . Kurt Hall traveled to the convention to receive his Degree . 

These individuals are the first members in the history of the Bald Eagle 
Chapter to reach this level of success .  Earning the degree requires many 
years of hard work and dedication to agricultural course work, dedication 
to individualized supervised agricultural experiences, active FFA chapter 
participation, and many hours of community service .  American FFA Degree 
recipients show promise for the future and have gone above and beyond to 
achieve excellence . 

Since graduating from BEA, Dalton works for Union Township and on 
his family's farm, Rattlesnake Mtn . Farm; Kurt has joined his father as a 
partner and equipment operator in their family business, B&K Excavating and 
Landscaping, Inc .; and Emily is in her senior year of studying Animal Science 
at Penn State . We are BEA proud of these young adults as they continue their 
commitment to the future of agriculture .

Bald Eagle FFA Members Earn 
Highest FFA Honor—American 

Degree

Kurt Hall (right), accepts his American FFA 
Degree at the National FFA Convention & 
Expo, held in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Fall 2019 has been a great 
semester for the food classes.  
The students of the Field & 
Stream to Table classes have 
had a very successful semester.   
They harvested the rabbits from 
Mr. Biddle’s classes for a very 
delicious meal, stuffing the rabbits 
with bread stuffing seasoned 
to perfection.  It was a delicacy 
for certain!   They also held 
the "Second Annual Slammin’ 
Salmon” contest, using salmon 
caught fresh from New York.  
Students researched and created 
marinades, in which they soaked 
their salmon overnight.  Each 
team then placed their filets into 
the smoker that was purchased 
last year.  The marinade along 
with hickory smoke gave it just 
that extra flair needed to make it 

the closest contest outcome ever.  
The school also received a 

grant that was used to purchase a 
grinder, a stuffer, and a Food Saver 
to be used in Field & Stream and 
FFA classes.  Using those tools, 
students processed a venison hind 
quarter, mixing it with green onion 
and garlic along with a sausage 
spice brought by Mrs. Gardner 
from Louisiana. The resulting 
mouthwatering Green Onion and 
Garlic Venison Sausage was 
stuffed in casings and smoked 
with apple chips.  In addition to 
learning about all of the steps of 
process, the students created yet 
another avenue to enjoy venison. 
The students are ready for the 
next adventure next year, which 
will certainly also be a success.

McGwire Heverly, Justin Bisel, and Rosalie 
Sowers grind venison sausauge, using 
equipment purchased through a grant.
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The 2020 Pennsylvania Farm Show is now behind 
us .  The Pennsylvania Farm Show is Pennsylvania’s 

equivalent of a state fair .  The goal of the event is to showcase 
Pennsylvania’s number-one industry—agriculture—and all 
of its products .  In total at this year’s exposition, there were 
5,200 animals and 12,000 competitive exhibits .  

The Bald Eagle FFA had eight members attend the Mid 
Winter FFA Convention, where seven of our first-year FFA 
members earned a free FFA jacket through the State FFA 
Alumni Jacket Scholarship fund . These students submitted 
an application outlining why they should be chosen to 
receive the FFA jacket .  The winning jacket recipients from 
Bald Eagle were Coleman Cramer, Kayla Fitzgerald, Lillian 
Heffron, Daina Julian, Shawn Knepp, Michael Lewis, 
and Preston Reed . We also had two seniors receive their 
Keystone Degree, the highest award the state can give to an 
FFA member . The students earning the Keystone FFA degree 
were Ashton  Julian and Drew Koleno .

Highlights of student accomplishments from the livestock 
and other agriculture competitions:

RABBITS (Department 31):
Isaac Dechow: 1st place youth chocolate Dutch doe and 3rd 

place youth chocolate junior Dutch buck
Meckenzie Decker: Youth Best of variety chocolate Dutch 

and Youth 1st place chocolate junior buck 
Macey Hahn: 2nd place open junior chocolate Dutch buck
Haley Hoover: 2nd place open senior tortoise Dutch senior 

buck 
Ash Julian: Open Best of Variety tortoise Dutch and open 

3rd place chocolate senior Dutch doe . 
Shawn Knepp: Youth Best of Variety tortoise Dutch, 1st 

place youth tortoise junior Dutch buck 
Tyler Lidgett: Youth Best Opposite of Variety tortoise 

Dutch and 1st place youth tortoise Dutch buck
Taylor Zimmerman: 4th place youth junior chocolate Dutch 

buck

AGRICULTURE EDUCATION HORTICULTURE 
EXHIBITS (Department 28):

Hailey Bucha: 1st place Miniature Landscape Design, 

Hardscape, 5th place Fresh Vase Arrangement
Rebecca Dean: 1st place Miniature Landscape Design, 

Cottage Garden
Kayla Fitzgerald and Clayton Liner: 2nd place Miniature 

Landscape Design, Backyard Bar-B-Que
Ashlee Gill: 2nd place Fresh Wreath—Christmas Theme
Macey Hahn: 2nd place Miniature Landscape Design,  

Cottage Garden
Ayden Jodon and Noah Foltz: 3rd place Miniature 

Landscape Design, Hardscape
Drew Koleno: 1st place Pedestal—Isosceles Floral Design, 

2nd place Miniature Landscape Design, Hardscape
Zach Markle: 3rd place Miniature Landscape Design, 

Backyard Bar-B-Que
Kylie Swartz: 1st place Fresh Wreath—Christmas Theme
Nick Townsend: 1st place Miniature Landscape Design, 

Backyard Bar-B-Que
Drew Koleno: Best Floral Design in Show
Hailey Bucha: Most Creative Horticulture Entry in Show
 
ANGORA PALOOZA EXHIBIT (Department 31):
Miya Barton, Hailey Bucha, Megan Bucha, Margie Crago, 

and Amber Graham:  6th Place Team

We look forward to seeing Bald Eagle FFA continue their 
winning tradition at the 2021 PA Farm show, scheduled for 
January 6–13, 2021, in Harrisburg, PA .

BEA FFA Attends104th 
Annual Pennsylvania 

Farm Show
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Academic Awards
PSSA Awards

During ceremonies in December and January, elementary and middle school students were honored for 
having the top 10% scores in the school district on the 2019 PSSA Language Arts, Math, and Science 
assessments. Grades listed are from the 2018-2019 school year. 
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Grade 3 Language Arts
Kinsey Clark
Gideon Fry
Lilly Harter
Emma Kowalczyk
Kaydence Maney
Luke Matis
Addison Mottin
Jackson Nyman
Tanner Pearce
Madison Stamm
Carly Woodring

Grade 3 Math 
Kinsey Clark
Emma Collins
Gideon Fry
Reese Gertz
Kaydence Maney
Luke Matis
Brisa McGonigal
Tanner Pearce
Jackson Price
Laurie Thompson
Kyle Uberti
Nathan White

Grade 4 Language Arts
Zoe Coleman
James Cowan
Sage Fisher
Steven Flick
Kendall Gavlock
Luke Hosband
Garrett Johnson
Kaitlyn Kormanec
Maddison Lykens
Lydia Walk
Emma Walker

Grade 4 Math 
Savanna Albright
Zoe Coleman

James Cowan
Sage Fisher
Steven Flick
Kendall Gavlock
Garrett Johnson
Justin Johnson
Maddison Lykens
Wyatt Steffan

Grade 4 Science 
Zoe Coleman
James Cowan
Ethan Davis
Heidi Eveleth
Sage Fisher
Steven Flick
Kendall Gavlock
Justin Johnson
Maddison Lykens
Colten McCaslin
Wyatt Steffan

Grade 5 Language Arts
Henry Bacon
Alyna Basalla
Leah Bryan
Kaden Clark
Gracie Collins
Gage Gardner
Jocelyn Holt
Destiny Orner
Tristen Rice
Michaela Turner
Kyle Watson

Grade 5 Math
Casey Angellotti
Henry Bacon
Alyna Basalla
Isaac Bulles
Kaden Clark
Bradley Confer
Kaleb Irion

Abigail McCloskey
Destiny Orner
Liam Purcell
Tristen Rice
Danyka Smith

Grade 6 Language Arts
Sawyer Andrews
Caleb Close
Adrienne Hacker
Cassandra Harpster
Emma Hoover
Nathan Moore
Nicholas Moore
Lillian Nyman
Gabrielle Perry
Joshua Saldana
Grace Seth
Wyatt Spackman
Madison Stimer
Sydney Thompson
Isaiah Weaver

Grade 6 Math
Luke Barton
Aidan Bougher
Caleb Close
Matthew English
Elijah Fry
Gavin Guenot
Cassandra Harpster
Emma Hoover
Wyatt Kowalczyk
Mikayla Maney
Lillian Nyman
Jessie Saldana
Joshua Saldana
Wyatt Spackman

Grade 7 Language Arts
Grace Bacon
Eric Clark
Hunter Gardner

Dylan Gehringer
Brenda Heverly
Sydney Hockenbury
Hailey Houser
Claudia Irvin
Ashlyn Lucas
Mason Reese
Edwin Simoncek
Katherine Spicer
Cadence Stem
Ava Stere

Grade 7 Math
Grace Bacon
Cameron Dubbs
Tristan Eveleth
Anthony Fisher
Dylan Gehringer
Hailey Houser
Claudia Irvin
Riley Langs
Ashlyn Lucas
Andrew Ream
Katherine Spicer
Emma Spillia
Cadence Stem
Ava Stere

Grade 8 Language Arts
Solaris Breon
Ethan Chicko
Charlotte Cingle
Maura Cingle
Nathan Cramer
Phoebe Fisher
Alexandria Hacker
Ember Herr
Azlynn Heverly
Airren Lose
Katelyn Lucas
Jamie Meckley
Tyler Robinson
Keeleigh Soltis

Grade 8 Math
Coen Bainey
Heath Basalla
Ethan Chicko
Charlotte Cingle
Maura Cingle
Jordan Franks
Alexandria Hacker
Ember Herr
Katelyn Lucas
Mingkhwan Phiset
Tyler Robinson
Keeleigh Soltis
Laura Ternent

Grade 8 Science
Aidan Adams
Coen Bainey
Heath Basalla
Solaris Breon
Ethan Chicko
Maura Cingle
Nathanael Fry
Zachary Gates
Alexandria Hacker
Hunter Ishler
Katelyn Lucas
Ryan Patcyk
Mingkhwan Phiset
Aaron Sharp
Joanna Walters
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Honors Banquet
On January 23, 2020, students in Grades 7-12 
were recognized for being in the top ten percent 
of their classes. Grades listed are for the current 
school year.

Academic Awards
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Grade 7
Caleb Close
Matthew English
Elijah Fry
Emma Hoover
Taylor Johnson
Lillian Nyman
Gabrielle Perry
Grace Seth
Wyatt Spackman
Madison Stimer
Amber Thompson

Grade 8
Grace Bacon
Eric Clark
Alice Crane
Tristan Eveleth
Anthony Fisher
Dylan Gehringer
Kailyn Gill
Hailey Houser
Riley Langs
Ashlyn Lucas
Andrew Ream
Cadence Stem
Ava Stere

Grade 9
Solaris Breon
Charlotte Cingle
Maura Cingle
Alexandria Hacker
Alexis Frank
Ember Herr
Katelyn Lucas
Mingkhwan Phiset
Keeleigh Soltis
Laura Ternent

Grade 10
Claire Andrews
Miya Barton

Cora Bulles
Dylan Hartley
Matthew Knepp
Kaleb Matis
Jessica Nolten
Madison Perry
Emily Ream
Sadie Roberts
Marina Shawley
Rosalie Sowers

Grade 11
Amayah Fogleman
Anastasia Frank
Zebulon Fry
Sarah Holler
Meghan Ishler
Cole Parsons
Julia Patcyk
Sunni Rice
Lexi Skripek
Hannah Ternent
Rachel Veneziano
Grace Wagner

Grade 12
Samantha Arens-Ennis
Asher Burkett
Maralee Caldana
Allison Cowan
Timothy Durachko
Lauren Fisher
Grace Hugar
Madisyn McAfee
Paige Murgas
Matthew Reese
Emily Shiels
Madison Surovec
Sierra Surovec
Peter Van Cise
Luke Wilson
Benjamin Yetsko

In the PennCFL Fall Stock Market Challenge, sponsored by 
the Pennsylvania Council on Financial Literacy, two BEA stu-
dents placed in the top 10 statewide. Nick Townsend placed 
in the top 10 for the high school division and in the overall 
competition. Grace Bacon placed in the top 10  in the middle 
school division.

FBLA students from BEA qualified for the state competition. 
(From left) front: Keeleigh Soltis, Hannah Ternent, Grace 
Wagner; middle: Sunni Rice, Miya Barton, Sarah Holler, 
Meghan Ishler, Marina Shawley, Amayah Fogleman, Tyler 
Williams; back: Julia Patcyk, Skylar Shultz, Kaleb Matis, 
Nick Townsend, Luke Wilson, Ben Yetsko, Max Yetsko; not 
pictured: Zach Markle, Nick McClellan, Emily Shiels, Mia 
Simoncek

Sixth-graders Talon Tice, Jacob Moore, and Nora Eppley 
received prizes for their entries in the Stay Drug Free poster 
contest sponsored by Union Grange.
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Middle School Students Read to Wingate Classes
In January, students from Mrs . Marci MGonigal's Period 4/5 eighth-grade Physical Science class presented brief lessons 

on matter to classes at Wingate Elementary School . 
The activity was an extension of a project requiring students to write children's books explaining and illustrating the 

properties of matter . Several students volunteered to read their books to elementary classes and to answer questions from 
the younger students .

Following themes such as Christmas or football, the books provided instruction in concepts such as the three commonly 
known states of matter (solid, liquid, and gas), as well as the lesser known plasma and Bose-Einstein condensates .

The sixth annual Elder Eagle picnic is scheduled for Wednesday, 
July 29, 2020, at Stem’s Event Facility, 253 Sycamore Lane, Julian, 
PA 16844. In case of inclement weather, the event will be held at 
the Milesburg Community Center. The event is aimed specifically 
at BEA alumni who have reached the 50th anniversary of their high 
school graduation, but any BEA alumni may attend and are very 
welcome.

Registration will begin at 11:00 AM with the meal at noon (or 
shortly thereafter). As in previous years, attendees are asked to 
bring a covered dish to share and their own beverages.  All donations 
collected that day will go to the HOPE Fund of Bald Eagle Valley 
to help people in our communities who are dealing with tragedy, 
be it natural disaster, medical, or otherwise.  Check out the fund’s 
website for more information: www.HelpingOtherPeopleExcel.info.

For more information about the picnic, or if you are willing 
to help, contact Curt Heverly at (814) 482-0880 or via email at 
caheverly@comcast.net. If you are in contact with alumni who live 
outside the Bald Eagle School District and who do not receive this 
publication, please pass this information on by word of mouth and 
social media.

Elder Eagle Picnic
Save the Date

(Left to right) Alice Crane, Eric Clark , and Ashlyn Lucas share their books with students in fourth- and fifth-grade classes at Wingate.

Camp Invention®
Secure Your Spot Today!
Register at INVENT.ORG/CAMP or 
(800) 968-4332

For children entering Grades K-6

Dates: July 6-9, 2020 
             8:00AM–4:00 PM 
Cost: $235 (before discount) 
Location: Wingate Elementary School

Camp Director: Tracy Boone 
tracy.boone@beasd.net (814) 355-2900

Discounts:
Save $25 when you sign up before March 
31 using the promo code ELEVATE25.
Save $15 when you sign up between 
April 1 and May 12 using the promo code 
ELEVATE15.
SAVE $25 per sibling when you register 
2 or more siblings using the promo code 
SIBLOVE25.

Camp Invention® is a nonprofit program of the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame®.
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District Directory
 Administrative Offices
 751 S . Eagle Valley Road, Wingate, PA
    Superintendent of Schools  (814) 355-4860
    Business Office   (814) 355-5516
    Curriculum/Instruction Director  (814) 355-5731
    Elementary Director  (814) 355-3737
    Food Service   (814) 355-8068
    Plant Supervisor   (814) 355-4860
    Special Education  (814) 355-5731
    Transportation   (814) 355-5516
      

 Elementary Schools
    Howard Elementary  (814) 625-2423
    Mountaintop Area Elementary  (814) 387-6861
    Port Matilda Elementary    (814) 692-7429
    Wingate Elementary  (814) 355-4872
    

Bald Eagle Area School District welcomed the following 
new staff members for the 2019-2020 school year:

Janel Ciancarelli – Howard Elementary 2nd-Grade 
Teacher

Kayla Crestani – Howard Elementary 1st-Grade Teacher
Sara Dittmann – PTS Port Matilda Elementary 2nd-

Grade Teacher
Sara Fisher – Wingate Elementary Teacher
Harold Folmar – Weekend Custodian
Cynthia Gates – Middle/High School Cafeteria
Bryan Hockenberry – Middle/High School 3rd-Shift 

Custodian 
Margaret Hughes – Middle/High School 2nd-Shift 

Custodian 
Renee Kredell – Middle/High School Art Teacher
Cassandra Orndorff – High School Life Skills Teacher
Trudy Tressler – Howard Elementary Part-Time Building 

Assistant 
Shannon Walker – Wingate Elementary Part-Time Lunch 

Aide 
Tammy Weaver – Middle/High School Cafeteria
Lindsey Weikert – Dental Hygienist
Kevin Weitzel – Middle School Guidance Counselor

New Staff

Several Bald 
Eagle Area 

fifth-grade students 
were recognized for 
winning the Centre 
County Recycling 
and Refuse Author-
ity 2019 poster con-
test . The winning 
posters are featured 
in the 2020 “Feed-
ing Our Friends” 
wall calendars, 
which were distrib-
uted to all fifth-grade 
students in Centre 
County .

Winners from 
the district were Abby Hacker, Port Matilda El-
ementary School; Luke Hosband, Howard Elemen-
tary School; Dawson Lomison, Mountaintop Area 
Elementary School; and Jacob Neidrick, Wingate 
Elementary School .

Poster Contest 
Winners

 Middle/High School
    Principal   (814) 355-4868
    Athletic Director   (814) 355-5721
    Attendance Office  (814) 355-5721
    Guidance Office   (814) 355-4629

 Central Pennsylvania Institute of
     Science & Technology  (814) 359-2793

 Board of School Directors
   Tina Greene, President and CPI Representative 
   Molly Hoover, Vice-President and PIAA Board Member  
   Timothy Nilson, Secretary 
   Mary Ann Hamilton, Treasurer and CPI Representative 
   Gary Heverly, PSBA Legislative Liaison
   Mark S . Kresovich, CIU10 Representative 
   Adam Franks
   Alesha Gavlock
   Jason Penland
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Howard Elementary School’s grounds have a fresh look, with help from Bald Eagle Area Middle/High School students . 
On October 9, 2019, students from Mr . Todd Biddle’s eighth-grade Introduction to Agriculture class updated the 

landscaping, supervised by high school students Drew Koleno, Nicholas Townsend, Kylie Swartz, and Ashlee Gill . 
During the summer of 2019, students in the CareerLink Bridges to the Future youth program, supervised by Jesse Nagle, 

began the removal of the overgrown shrubs in front of the building, and Howard Elementary custodian Ricky Redman 
completed the process . Howard Elementary Principal Skip Pighetti and BEA Director of Building and Grounds Tom Folino 
then reached out to Mr . Biddle to have his students create the new landscaping . 

The design for the new landscape, including plants such as hydrangea, boxwood, winterberry, and black-eyed Susans, 
was created with input from Mr . Biddle, student Drew Koleno, and KLR Nursery of Julian, PA . According to Mr . Biddle, 
Drew developed all the materials to educate the stakeholders on the plants, including pictorial documents and materials for 
students to use on the day of planting .

The work crew that converged on the school on October 9 included a number of former Howard Elementary students . 
According to Mr . Biddle, updating the landscape provided a community-based project in which these students would have 
a vested interest . “When students are stakeholders in a project, you get excellent work .  The students who worked on this 
project someday will have children who will go to Howard Elementary, and they can share the stories of the day they 
installed the landscape .”

Howard Elementary School Gets 
New Curbside Appeal


