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Superintendent of Schools
THE QUARTER MILLION DOLLAR CLASSROOM
In a recent publication produced by the Kansas Association of School Boards (KASB), they presented 
information and data surrounding the statement made by Governor Brownback in his State of 
the State Address that Kansans provide over $12,500 per K-12 student, or about $250,000 for a 
classroom of 20. KASB examined what that money is being spent on and more importantly what are 
Kansans receiving for that investment. 
According to KASB, the breakdown of this quarter-million dollar investment is just over 50% for 
teacher and teacher aide salaries and classroom materials. Another 19% goes to construction, 
repairs, and equipment. The other 30% is divided among operations, food service, transportation, 
student services, school office, teacher support, and other. 

An argument the governor and the current legislature makes is at least 65% of school funding should 
go directly to the classroom. Upon deeper review of the quarter million dollar classroom, the argument 
could be made that the majority, if not 100% of the money, directly impacts what happens in the 
classroom. Obviously teacher salaries goes directly in the classroom and if you break down the 19% 
spent on the physical plant by way of construction costs, repairs and equipment, it makes sense that 
you can’t have a room for the teacher to teach in unless you build it and then heat it and cool it as 
well as light it and provide technology for the teacher and students to use. We also have to provide 
nourishment and transportation for the students so that they can arrive to the classroom safely and 
with the energy and nourishment that allows them to be alert and at their best. These two functions 
account for 7% of the remaining 30% which arguably puts well over 75% of the school funding 
impacting the classroom directly. 

In addition to teachers, schools provide counselors, psychologists, 
nurses, libraries, technology support and programs to 
continuously improve teaching that have a direct impact on any 
success made in the classroom. While these student services 
may not actually take place in a classroom they certainly are a 
big part of the school day for many students. With these services 
provided directly to students we are now over 87% of the quarter-
million dollar classroom impacting student achievement. The 
remaining 12% goes to operating the facilities, including payments 
on construction bonds and other equipment.
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SWAYNE’S WORLD

Valley Heights High is springing into spring and it’s as busy as ever during one of the most important 
times of the year. We are very excited to get students pre-enrolled and exploring their interests for the 
next school year. One exciting addition to our schedule is the Highland Community College Western 
Campus offerings.

HCC will have courses and programs available in Baileyville for all students to access; adult and 
high school alike. The course work will offer any student who is a current junior or senior at Valley 
Heights the opportunity to take these courses free of tuition charges. This tuition comes from the 
state’s bill, SB 155, which was passed in the summer of 2012, allowing a great opportunity for high 
school upper classmen statewide. VHHS will offer transportation to and from the campus, as well as 
concurrent enrollment credit for the electives students choose to take. Mrs. Buck has the details about 
all programming options and will define these options throughout the spring pre-enrollment. Adults 
who are looking to take advantage of the western campus can find more information at Highland 
Community College, www.highlandcc.edu.  

Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences have been implemented for the first time at Valley Heights High 
School and we are excited about their potential affect. On Monday, February 17, we invited many 
parents to come and visit with us about their students and the work we see. We invite ALL parents 
to come and go conferences on Monday, March 10 from 5:00 pm—7:00 pm at VHHS. This will be a 
great opportunity for all parents to come and talk to teachers about this current year, but also find us 
and talk about the scheduling opportunities for next.

Driver’s Education will again be hosted by Valley Heights High School. There is a mandatory parent/
student meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, March 11 in the VHHS Commons. Students and parents 
will fill out state required paperwork at this time of enrollment, and have the opportunity to pay the 
tuition of $150. The enrollment paperwork is due the night of the meeting, March 11, and the tuition 
is due in full to VHHS by April 1. Coursework is done virtually during the weeks of April into the first 
part of May, and driving will begin the week of June 9. Mr. Mazouch is the driving instructor and will be 
here to answer questions and clarify all the requirements.

Please come and see our student athletes as they compete and represent our Mustang Pride in track 
and golf, as well as the many banquets, concerts, speeches, and graduation celebrations on our 
horizon this spring.  

It’s a grand old time in Mustang Country!

Shelly Swayne
JR/SR High School Principal

Valley Heights JR/SR High 
2274 6th Road

Blue Rapids, KS 66411

(785) 363-2508

As stated in the KASB report, the most recent national data, Kansas provides about $1000 less 
per student from all sources than the national average, or $20,000 for a classroom of 20 students. 
Kansas spends less per pupil than neighboring states including Nebraska, Iowa, North Dakota, and 
Minnesota. However, Kansas ranks 8th overall in the nation across multiple achievement measures 
including national reading and math tests, graduation rates, preparation for college and adult 
education attainment. Among neighboring states only Minnesota and Colorado have higher adult 
completion of high school, four year college degrees and advanced or professional degrees.  
According to the KASB report, total school spending in Kansas in 2013 was 4.6 percent of total 
personal income in Kansas – compared to 4.9 percent 20 years ago. However, since 1990, the adult 
high school completion rate has increased from 81.3 percent to 89.5 percent, four- year degree 
completion from 21.1 percent to 29.8 percent, and advanced degree completion from 7.0 percent to 
10.2 percent. Kansans are getting better results while actually spending a lower percentage of total 
taxpayer money. 

Much has been said and written lately about school finance and if our legislature is providing a 
suitable education for the children of Kansas. We are still awaiting the Supreme Court’s decision on 
the suitability issue that many expected to be announced in January but didn’t happen. According to 
the data collected by KASB, it would appear that the quarter-million dollar classroom is a bargain.

http://www.highlandcc.edu


LEXIA READING CORE5
Reading, as we all know, is the foundation for learning. The following are some tips for reading 
success.

• Read to your child every day. Sometimes that time between getting home and dinner is an 
opportune time to read to your child. As children get older it is often desirable to have a child read 
at the kitchen table as you prepare dinner. The end to a day can often be enjoyable by reading to 
your children at bedtime.

• Take turns picking the book to be read. Often times young children like to hear their same old 
favorite stories. That is fine, but when it is your turn to pick the book you could pick a book that 
can foster interests in new subjects.

• Take turns reading aloud.
• Use different voices to align with the characters in the book.

Remember when you show enthusiasm in reading your children will often become aware of the 
importance you place on reading and will often want to develop their reading skills.
On another reading related topic, Valley Heights Elementary will introduce a new supplemental 
reading program this spring. Students in Pre-K through fifth grade will start the Lexia Reading Core5 
program. The teacher training and support costs of this program are covered by a grant which Valley 
Heights, along with several other schools, received.
The Kansas Reading Initiative Grant, which is endorsed by Governor Sam Brownback, chose the 
Lexia program for several reasons. Lexia Reading Core5 is a research-based program that has 
shown great results. Lexia Reading has accelerated the development of literacy skills in early grades.  
In addition, Lexia’s strategies have proven effective in remediating struggling readers. Lexia Core5 is 
also aligned with college and career ready state standards.
Lexia Core5 is a web-based individualized reading curriculum. Students start by receiving teacher-led 
Lexia lessons. Students then practice and learn more foundation reading skills by interacting with the 
online program. Paper based practice activities reinforce each unit.  Progress is monitored daily with 
monthly reports available to teachers and parents. Since Lexia Core5 is an on-line program students 
can gain access from home and parents can participate in their child’s education.  
Valley Heights Elementary is eager to start the Lexia Core5 reading program this spring with next fall 
being the first full year of the program.

Valley Heights Elementary 
(3-6)

508 Chestnut Street
Blue Rapids, KS 66411

(785) 363-7693

Robert Green
Elementary Principal

Valley Heights Elementary 
(K-2)

307 E. Lincoln Street
Waterville, KS 66548

(785) 363-2530

WHAT’S THAT YOU’RE SAYING?

As we work to help students become “college and career ready,” we of course focus on the reading, 
math, and technology skills necessary to be successful. We also must attend to the “soft skills” that 
employers look for and successful college students possess.

The skill I’d like to address in this article is “Interpersonal Communication.” While those of us who 
have been around a few years often think of this as face-to-face, we need to recognize that a lot of 
communication occurs electronically these days. With this in mind, I found a definition of interpersonal 
communication that I like and that applies to any method of communication. It is “Communication with 
people as people.” It is best described by Beebe, Bebe, & Redmond as “interpersonal communication 
occurs not when you simply interact with someone, but when you treat the other person as a unique 
human being.”

In a face-to-face situation, this includes making eye-contact, smiling, listening, greeting others by 
name and saying hello. I found that one of the best places to practice these skills is at the dinner 
table. Turn off or ignore all electronic devices, give each 
person the opportunity to talk about their day or the 
conversation topic. Really listen to what they have to say. 
Take your turn, too. Model these skills and encourage 
interaction with people of all ages. Some people 
communicate just fine with their peers but not necessarily 
with their boss, teachers, or customers.

Electronic communication is a little trickier. A phrase 
we used a few years ago was “pause before you post.” 
Before hitting the send button, ask if the comments are 
respectful. Double check to see if the meaning is clear. 
When receiving communication, take a minute to make 
sure you are “listening” to what the other person is saying 
and avoid jumping to conclusions. One difficulty is that 
we can’t hear tone or read the other person’s expressions 
or body language, and it’s easier to misinterpret. When in 
doubt, clarify.

Some people seem to be born a natural communicator 
– others have to work to develop the skill. This is no 
different than math or reading, and it’s just as important.

Barbara Buck
JR/SR High Counselor



February
26 TVL Music Festival (VH Hosting)

March
Week of March 2 Sub-State Basketball @ VH
5 All School PLC Dismissal | 2:05
7 End of 3rd Quarter | Noon Dismissal
9 Daylight Savings Time Begins
10 BOE Monthly Meeting | 6:00 pm
 JR/SR High P/T “Come & Go” | 5:00 pm-7:00 pm @   
  VHHS 
10-13 Elementary P/T Conference Week 
14 Elementary P/T Day | No School PreK-12
17-21 SPRING BREAK

April
2 All School PLC Dismissal | 2:05
3 3rd-6th Individual Class Pictures
4 PreK-2nd Individual Class Pictures
7 Site Council Meetings | Elem @ 4 pm; HS @ 6 pm
14 BOE Monthly Meeting | 6:00 pm
18 Good Friday | No School 
20 Easter
24 Highland Art Day
26 JR/SR Prom & After-Prom

May
6 NHS Induction & Banquet | 6:30 pm
7 All School PLC Dismissal | 2:05
 HS Athletic Banquet | 6:30 pm
9 Play Day
12 BOE Monthly Meeting | 6:00 pm
13 Play Day (Rain Date)
14 Awards Night | 7:00 pm
15 Seniors Last Day
 Colts Round-Up Final Session
17 Graduation | 2:00 pm
19 PreSchool/KinderPrep Pre-Enrollment
20 End of Year Award Assembly (Preschool-6th)
22 JH Awards Assembly | 11:00 am
 Last Day | Noon Dismissal
28-30 State FFA Convention @ Manhattan

SpringEvents WE ARE LISTENING!
If you have questions, concerns, comments, or  

suggestions, please send them to: 

Superintendent John Bergkamp 
Box 89 • Waterville, KS 66548

OPTIONAL: 

Name: 

Address:

USD 498 Board of 
Education’s mission is 
to provide an education 

system that will develop the 
highest level of achievement 
for all students, educators, 
and patrons by managing 

district policies and efficient 
use of resources. 

Tim Manley, President 
702 Cooley
Blue Rapids, KS 66411

David Vermetten, Vice President
2847 5th Road
Waterville, KS 66548

Melva Sanner
601 Western Avenue
Blue Rapids, KS 66411

Mike Vermetten
Box 225
Waterville, KS 66548

Sharon Osborne
709 Cooley
Blue Rapids, KS 66411

John Walsh
308 W. 5th
Blue Rapids, KS 66411

Chris McNary
502 E. Walnut
Waterville, KS 66548

Valley Heights USD 498 
Board of Education


