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The Public Schools in Kansas are under new leadership. Dr. Randy Watson took over as the 
Commissioner of Education in July and he has hit the ground running. He has crisscrossed the state 
several times in his early tenure seeking input from all Kansans with basically one simple question. 
“What do Kansans want from our public schools?” The answer he received was gleaned from input of 
over 2,000 citizens across the state. This group included educators, parents, students, and business 
leaders from all sectors. He learned that Kansans are demanding higher standards in academic skills, 
as well as employability and citizenship skills, and the need to move away from a “one-size-fits-all” 
system that relies exclusively on state assessments from the No Child Left Behind era.   

As a result of this input, our State Board has set a new Vision for Kansas education where “Kansas 
leads the world in the success of each student.” The new slogan of “Kansans Can” has been adopted 
and will be proudly displayed on the Valley Heights website with links to more information on how we 
can all work together to help make this new vision a reality. This new vision for education calls for 
a more student-focused system that provides support and resources for individual success and will 
require everyone to work together to make it a reality.  

In line with the new state vision, our local Board of Education at USD 498 just finalized their goals for 
the 2015-2016 school year. In those goals, the board made an effort to include in the “Action Steps” 
activities to be initiated to help assist in this new state-wide vision. Examples include: Hosting parent 
data nights, supporting local businesses, effective use of the school website, a focus on employability 
skills for all students, writing and communication skills improved, and a major point of emphasis on 
assisting students in preparing to take the ACT exam. The entire 
six Valley Heights Board of Education goals for this year are 
available for review on the district website. 

As we all know, this vision will not happen overnight but it can 
happen because, as the commissioner states, “Kansans have 
never backed down from a challenge, especially when it comes to 
our children.” We have great leadership under Dr. Watson along 
with great educators in our schools. Now is the time for educators, 
parents, and business leaders to join together and ensure the 
vision of KANSANS CAN becomes a reality.
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Who can believe it’s already November? So far this semester many things have happened at Valley 
Heights JR/SR High School. We have completed the fall sports seasons and are about to begin 
basketball season. VHHS had several athletes achieve success this fall. Our Cross Country team 
had two members qualify for state. Adrian Pishny and Alex Hardin both competed at the state meet in 
Wamego. Adrian placed 9th and Alex finished 28th. The volleyball team had two members make the 
All- League squad. Kayla Smith made First Team and Brandi Roepke made Second Team.

This year at VHHS, we have several changes that have been implemented. As many of you are 
aware we have implemented the Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) for reading for all students 
in grades 7-12 during our seminar period. We utilized the Aimsweb testing to determine the student’s 
reading abilities in many different areas including; phonics, comprehension, vocabulary and fluency. 
The results of the Aimsweb test enabled us to determine the specific reading intervention that 
each student needed to improve their reading skills. Another strategy we implemented during our 
seminar period is an ACT preparation course. The district purchased curriculum and textbooks from 
Cambridge Educational Services to assist in preparing students for the ACT. This fall we had 11 
students join the ACT preparation seminar. Three days a week they work on improving all four areas 
that are tested on the ACT. The students also complete a pre and post test, which are retired ACT 
tests, as part of the curriculum.

Another program that has been implemented at VHHS is the BN Excellent program. Each nine 
weeks teachers have the opportunity to evaluate students and recognize them for positive behaviors, 
responsibility, work ethics and many other employability skills that we are emphasizing throughout 
the building. Each teacher is asked to select one student per nine weeks who they will recognize as 
BN Excellent. The student is given a form that indicates the positive behavior they have exhibited as 
well as a Valley Heights BN Excellent pencil. Additionally they get to attend a BN Excellent pizza party 
during lunch. Each student is only eligible to be recognized once per year. Therefore, a total of 80 
different students should be recognized for their positive behavior and actions throughout the year.    

October was National Anti-Bullying Month. In conjunction with our Olweus anti-bullying program we 
invited Dennard Mitchell a youth motivational speaker to VHHS to speak to all students 7-12 about 
the positive behaviors that teens need to exhibit to help create a positive school climate. He shared 
his message that focused around the common theme “see it, say it and do it.” Dennard spent about 
an hour talking with everyone in our building about his life experiences and the impacts they had 
on his life. His presentation was fantastic and depending upon where he was in his presentation, 
students could be found laughing, crying or interacting with 
each other. During our PLC time in the afternoon, students 
had the opportunity to attend growth workshops that Dennard 
presented. All in all, Dennard Mitchell had a tremendous 
impact on every student who attends Valley Heights JR/SR 
High School.   

Trenton Horn
JR/SR High School Principal

Valley Heights JR/SR High 
2274 6th Road

Blue Rapids, KS 66411

(785) 363-2508



MTSS Success

Valley Heights Elementary Schools have had an excellent start to the 2015-16 school year. The 
first quarter has seen a decline in behavior issues with an increase in attendance. Our Aimsweb 
testing program has given us student data that shows our Multi-Tier System of Support (MTSS) 
program is working. Students are learning and progressing at an appropriate rate. This year’s student 
achievement is a direct result of the effort put forth by the students, faculty, staff and parents.
Parent involvement has been very good this year. Good parent attendance at parent/teacher 
conferences, and our first data night, have proven that a good working relationship between parents 
and the school can produce good student achievement results.

The second Data Night of the year will be at Blue Rapids Elementary on December 9, starting at 6:30 
pm. Parents will have the opportunity to meet with teachers to examine classroom and individual 
data. Teachers will explain the major concepts being taught and work with parents on learning goals.  
In addition, teachers will have some easy learning activities parents can use at home to reinforce 
material covered at school. Test data on both reading and math will be available for parents to review. 
A review of our Aimsweb system is planned. In addition, a review of our Progress Monitoring system 
and Intervention techniques and practices will occur. The Rate of Improvement report will be available 
for each student. Teachers will also answer any individual concerns parents may have about their 
child’s education.  

We look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at the upcoming Data Night.

Valley Heights Elementary 
(3-6)

508 Chestnut Street
Blue Rapids, KS 66411

(785) 363-7693

Robert Green
Elementary Principal

Valley Heights Elementary 
(K-2)

307 E. Lincoln Street
Waterville, KS 66548

(785) 363-2530



Barbara Buck
Valley Heights HS Counselor

We’ve Got Skills
Student Council members are busy planning a “Day of Service” for December 18th. As they plan, they 
are developing 21st Century skills including:

 • Developing, implementing, and communicating new ideas to others
 • Assuming shared responsibility for collaborative work
 • Displaying initiative and self-direction
 • Working appropriately and productively with others
 • Setting and meeting high standards
 • Acting responsibly with the interests of the larger community in mind

 And MUCH more.

Students participating in the day are also learning and demonstrating 21st Century skills. If you 
attended the wonderful school play, you also saw listed in the program some of the 21st Century skills 
the cast and crew had the opportunity to obtain. Whether it is using critical thinking skills on the ball 
field or court, displaying originality and inventiveness in the classroom, or demonstrating diligence 
and a positive work ethic in the concession stand, students at Valley Heights are continuously 
preparing for success in college and career.  

It is my hope that parents and community recognize and reinforce the “soft skills”, the employability 
and life skills our students are developing. I hope, too, that it reminds us all that extra-curricular 
activities are an important part of the educational experience. Statistically, students who participate do 
better in the classroom, AND they are learning and practicing lifelong skills.
     



WINTER EVENTS
NOVEMBER
25-27   No School—Thanksgiving Break

DECEMBER
3   Santa’s Gift Shop | Waterville Community Center | Noon—3:30 pm

7   Elementary Christmas Program | BR Gym | 7:00 pm (No CRU)

9   Board of Education meeting | 4:30 pm | BR Grade School  

16    JR/SR High Christmas Concert | 7:00 pm  

17    Last CRU before break 

18   End of Semester | Regular 3:35 Dismissal 
              Christmas Break begins for Students

JANUARY
4   Classes resume | CRU resumes

13   Board of Education meeting | 6:00 pm

16—23  TVL Basketball Tournament | Frankfort

25, 28, 30  BVL Basketball Tournament | Luckey 

30   KAY Winter Formal 

FEBRUARY
4   Regional Scholar’s Bowl

15   Staff Tech Day – No School 

18   Elementary Science Fair

20   Twin Valley Dance @ HS

24    Music Contest @ Onaga

2/29—3/5  Sub-State Basketball Week 



WE ARE LISTENING!
If you have questions, concerns, comments, or  

suggestions, please send them to: 

Superintendent John Bergkamp 
Box 89 • Waterville, KS 66548

OPTIONAL: 

Name: 

Address:

USD 498 Board of Education’s 
mission is to provide an education 

system that will develop the 
highest level of achievement for all 
students, educators, and patrons 
by managing district policies and 

efficient use of resources. 

Valley Heights USD 498 
Board of Education

David Vermetten, President
2847 5th Road
Waterville, KS 66548
(785) 313-6774

Sharon Osborne, Vice President
709 Cooley
Blue Rapids, KS 66411
(785) 363-7723

Chris McNary
502 E. Walnut
Waterville, KS 66548
(785) 363-2544 • C: 556-3035

Theresa Minihan 
603 Chestnut
Blue Rapids, KS 66411
(785) 363-7587

Melva Sanner
601 Western Avenue
Blue Rapids, KS 66411
(785) 363-7513 • 556-1970

Mike Vermetten
233 E. Lincoln
Waterville, KS 66548
(785) 363-2030 • C: 562-6023

John Walsh
308 W. 5th
Blue Rapids, KS 66411
(785) 363-7150


