
 
 

Woodstock Board of Education 
Academic Committee Regular Meeting 

Monday, March 2, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Holly Dearborn, Sonia Greene 
Members Absent: Tony Gronski 
Others Present:  Megan Bard Morse, Viktor Toth, Superintendent, Kristen Elliot, Principal 
WMS, Jenna Demers, Principal WES, Lauren Rogers, Frankie Rollinson, Kerry Morin, Karen 
Chapuis 
 

I. Call meeting to order: 
            Mr. Toth called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
II. Elect Chairman: 

Sonia Greene motioned to nominate Mrs. Dearborn. Mrs. Dearborn seconded the 
motion.  Unanimous.                   

III. Citizens Comments:   
None 

IV. Approve Minutes of October 7, 2019 
Mrs. Dearborn motioned to table the approval of the October 7, 2019 minutes to the 
meeting in April because the minutes were not available.   Mrs. Greene seconded the 
motion.  Unanimous. 

V. Presentation of ELA Series: 
Jenna Demers prepared a presentation on the new language arts series the elementary 
school would like to purchase.  The committee formed to research the new series was 
comprised on a volunteer basis and included teachers across grade levels as well as 
reading, speech and special education teachers.  The current ELA series is Journeys 
(2011).  The committee began their research in 2018.  The team reviewed data from 
SBAC and STAR testing.  The data showed there has been a steady decrease in test 
scores for the last four years.  The team analyzed the data by grade level in order to 
determine specific areas of weakness.  They looked at each grade level and found 
various components of comprehension were the weakest areas. After reviewing several 
ELA series, the team is recommending the series from EL Education.  The team liked 
many aspects of this program such as:  comprehension component, writing component, 
scaffolding, ease of use, in house professional development as well as an on-line option, 
differentiated instruction, and more.   
A cost analysis of the program was also presented.  The ELA research committee will 
be visiting a school in Sturbridge MA to observe the program in action.  Committee 
members asked questions related to cost, purchase options, ability to keep the series 
current, specific components of the series, and professional development.   

VI. Citizen Comments-none 
VII. Adjourn - 6:46 p.m. Motion to adjourn Holly Dearborn, 2nd, Sonia Greene, unanimous.   

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Holly Dearborn 
Committee Chairman 
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