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As a school district in Northwest Indiana, we often have to face the harsh reality of 
winter weather and lake effect snow due to our proximity to Lake Michigan. It is always 
a difficult decision to call a delayed opening for school and even more so to cancel a 
school day due to winter weather conditions. However, safety for our students and staff 
is always our first priority. Parents can assist us in the process by having plans in place 
for alternative childcare in the event of a school delay or an emergency school closing.  
 
Whenever there is a forecast of severe weather that could affect school safety and 
school operations, weather reports are closely monitored for the 24 hours prior to the 
event. Whenever possible, the decision to delay or close school is made the evening 
before. However, with the inaccuracy that can occur in weather predictions it is often 
better to wait closer to the morning to see what current conditions are. Every attempt is 
made to make the call to cancel school within two hours of the start of the day to give 
parents advanced warning. School delay and cancellation information is also posted on 
the district website, Emergency closing center website 
www.emergencyclosingcenter.com, as well as broadcast on local radio.  Having a plan 
for the day for your child can ease the stress of an emergency school closure. School 
may be cancelled for extreme temperatures and wind chills, freezing rain creating 
unsafe road conditions, or blizzard like conditions. If a forecast calls for wind chills of -20 
below or colder, a two hour delay is considered as long as there is a predicted warm up 
for the morning hours. Consultation with our maintenance and transportation director 
also occurs prior to making any decision. This allows me to obtain information on 
current road conditions for safe travel of our students on buses and the road and 
sidewalk conditions surrounding the school to ensure that our walking students can 
safely arrive at school. All of these factors are important in maintaining student safety. 
Please remember that we always have the students’ best interests in mind during the 
decision making. I want to express my appreciation to our parents for their continued 
patience and flexibility during the past few weeks’ weather closures. 
 
With the approval of the Indiana Department of Education, the School City of Whiting 
has been piloting e-learning days this year. E-learning days do count toward the 
mandated 180 day school year for students. School districts may use e-learning days in 
the event of an emergency closure rather than scheduling a future make-up day. We 
were able to utilize this option for some of our emergency weather days recently. 
However, e-learning does not replace the valuable face to face instruction students 
receive from their teachers so the frequency of these days also need to be limited to 
make sure our students receive the best instruction possible. At the end of this pilot 
year, we will be gathering feedback from our students, parents, and staff on the 
effectiveness of this year’s program to help us decide how to move forward.  
 

http://www.emergencyclosingcenter.com/


The School City of Whiting serves not only the students and families of Whiting but also 
nonresident students and families from our surrounding communities. The open 
enrollment for new nonresident students to the School City of Whiting for the 2019-2020 
school year has begun. We currently have available spots in the following grade levels: 
Kg, 2nd, 6th and 9th grade. Application packets for nonresident enrollment can be 
picked up in the respective buildings during school hours from February 1st to March 
29th. March 29th is the last day that applications will be accepted. If the number of 
applications exceeds the number of available spots at each grade level a lottery will be 
conducted at the April 22, 2019 school board meeting. Questions pertaining to 
nonresident enrollment can to directed to the respective buildings or by calling central 
office at 219-659-0656. Parents can find additional information regarding the process by 
visiting the district website at https://www.whiting.k12.in.us. 
 
 

https://www.whiting.k12.in.us/





