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Nathan Hale Elementary School held a Vehicle Day September 26th to help expose students to 

a variety of careers in our community by exploring the vehicles they use and hearing from 

individuals in those careers. Prior to the event, students celebrated College Go! Week talking 

about different careers and the types of skills needed in the workplace. Ms. Andrea Garcia, child 

need’s specialist at Nathan Hale, helped create fun and engaging activities for students to do in 

their classroom to learn about these different careers and skills and talked to each class about 

the many paths available, whether it be college, trade school, or other classes and training. 

Emergency personnel from the City of Whiting participated in the day, including Officer Jeff 

Allard from the Whiting Police Department and Eric Drewniak, Brian Rancich, and Mike Rokicki 

from the Whiting Fire Department. They focused on the skills they use daily to perform their job 

to keep our city safe. Officer Allard talked to the students about how he uses his writing and 

communication skills daily to work with the public and write police reports. Mr. Rancich, Mr. 

Rokicki, and Mr. Drewniak explained how ongoing education plays a critical role in their jobs, as 

they are always attending training to stay up to date on practices in their field. Mr. Matt Lambert. 

Assist VP, Mortgage Loan Originator with Peoples Bank, set up his own office on the 

playground, talking to students about his work with families to help them get mortgages to buy 

homes. He talked about the skills he uses daily that he learned both at college and through his 

experiences in the workplace. Mr. Lambert also talked to students about the importance of 

saving and being financially responsible early on.  Joe Benavidez, a lineman with Nipsco, talked 

with students about what he does each day for Nipsco, the tools and materials he uses to be 

safe, and the skills he uses everyday at his job. Mr. Benavidez talked about his training and 

years he spent attending classes to learn the special skills required for his job at Nipsco.  

Reggie from the Mascot Hall of Fame even participated in the event, with his assistant, Ann 

Canning, talking to the students about Reggie’s Mascot University experience and the training 

that he goes through frequently to excel at his career as a mascot.  All students in grades K-5 

were able to participate in this event, giving them the opportunity to interact with members of our 

community and talk about their college and career readiness skills and how they use them daily 

in their job.   

In 2017, Lorri Covaciu, assistant superintendent,  applied for Whiting High School to be selected 

to be a member of AP TIP IN.  AP TIP IN is a program through Notre Dame that provides 

teacher training and content mentors in math, science and English.  AP TIP IN teachers attend 

summer training, the Fall Conference and mock exam training.  When Whiting was selected to 

participate in AP TIP IN the following WHS teachers: Mr. Nichols, Mr. Long, Mr. Myśliwy, Mr. 

Buck, and Ms. Markovich all signed on with no hesitation to attend training so that they could 

provide high quality instruction. Because of Whiting High School’s success in AP math, science 

and English courses, Whiting High School was recognized in 2018 to the 9th Annual AP District 

Honor Roll.  This year, Mr. Nichols and Ms. Markovich are teacher finalists for AP TIP IN 

teacher of the year in science and English respectively, and Whiting High School is a finalist for 

AP TIP IN school of the year due to the increase in enrollment in AP math, science, and English 

courses and the increase in qualifying scores. 



The AP TIP IN program also provides incentives for students who engage in the rigorous course 

work and earn qualifying scores.  Last May, Whiting High School had 29 juniors and seniors 

score a 3, 4, or 5 on their AP math, science or English exam.  Each passing score, besides 

being eligible for college credit, earned the students $100 for a total of $4400 earned by Whiting 

juniors and seniors. At the October 26th board meeting the current senior students who earned 

college credit through their AP courses during the 18-19 school year by achieving a score of 3 

or higher were recognized. The students who received a certificate and check were: Christian 

Camacho, Keegan Carter, Carmen De La Torre, Abigail Edwards, Zenen Enriquez, Angel 

Flores, Andres Gomez, Pierce Greer, Josemiguel Haro, Sergio Hernandez, Isaiah Lesiak-

Lavarias, Olivia Olson, and Osvaldo Terrazas-Corral. I am grateful to Lorri Covaciu for her 

continued leadership in bringing this program to our students. We are all very proud of both our 

students and our staff who participate and make the AP TIP program a success at WHS.  

 


