
McKenzie River Community School Charter Board 

McKenzie School District Office 

51187 Blue River Drive, Finn Rock, Oregon 97488 

August 13, 2019, 5:30 P.M. 

Minutes 

 

Board Members Present: Stacy Rudisill, Fred Heins, Melanie Brite, Josh Cloke, Lacey Joy, April 

Wheeler, Cason Cline, Sean Davis 

Board Members Absent:  Nate Day 

Advisory Members Present: Lane Tompkins 

Advisory Members Absent:  Alyssa Brownlee 

 

I. Call to Order 

Josh called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. 

 

II. Community Comments 

The McKenzie River Community School (MRCS) Charter Board recognizes that public comment is an essential 

component of the process. There shall be an agenda item at all MRCS Charter Board meetings for public input.  

Individuals may address the Board on agenda items.  Each member of the public will be given a three (3) minute 

period of time to share their comment.  Individuals may address the Board on a topic not on the agenda as long as it 

does not pertain to a complaint against a staff member or student.  However, the Board reserves the right to refer 

the matter to administration. 

Cricket Clarke updated the board on family resource center happenings.   She explained that the clothing 

closet would be open during registration and open two days a week throughout the year coinciding with 

food pantry days.  She mentioned that computers will be available for use during those hours as well.  

Little Eagles storytime will start on Wednesday, the same week school starts.  Also free haircuts will be 

available on the 22nd. 

George Beverly talked about the OSBA training in Bend and his particular interest in promoting diversity 

and equity in our schools.  He would like to put something together for the community and school on a 

regular basis, possibly in the form of monthly heritage months throughout the year.  He and Lane are 

working on some presentation ideas and constructing a framework.  They plan to report back to the board 

on their progress. 

 

III. Consent Agenda 

Actions that are routine or usually call for no discussion, such as approving minutes of previous 

meetings, acceptance of donations and similar actions, often handled together in one vote by the Board. 

1. Adoption of Agenda for Today’s Meeting 

2. Approval of Minutes - Charter Board Regular Meeting July 16, 2019 

Lacey moved to approve the agenda with the amended meeting date; Fred seconded; unanimously 

approved. 

Fred moved to approve the July minutes;Lacey seconded;unanimously approved. 

 

IV. Action Item  

1. Interview Board Member Applicant - The Board interviewed Sean Davis for Charter Board 

Position #4. 

2. Swear In New Board Member 

After some brief discussion,  



Fred motioned to appoint Sean Davis to the Charter Board; Lacey seconded; unanimously 

approved.   

Sean read the oath of office and was sworn in by the board. 

3. Huckleberry Forest Nature Preschool Pilot Program - Alicia Thorndyke & Cricket Clarke 

 Cricket presented a new outdoor preschool program to be offered twice a week here on 

the McKenzie campus along Elk Creek beginning in September.  This nature immersion program 

will be modeled after the Waldorf inspired Hazelwood Outdoor Kindergarten in Eugene and will 

provide another option for those families seeking preschool availability in our area.  She asked 

that we allow the Huckleberry Forest Nature Preschool to use our 501c3 so that she may seek the 

funding needed to make a fully outdoor program possible.  Cricket answered questions and after 

discussion,  

 Lacey moved to allow Huckleberry Forest to use our 501c3; Josh seconded; unanimously 

approved. 

 

V.  Reports/Discussions 

1. Director’s Report - Lane presented his report. (to be attached) 

2. Financial Report - Lacey presented the financial statements for the MRCS Umpqua Bank 

account.  The bank continues to mistakenly charge a bank fee causing us to be off each month.  

Umpqua continues to assure Wendy that it should be corrected. They reimburse the money but 

Wendy must call monthly to get it rectified and it’s a whole process that needs to be documented.   

August ending balance according to the bank:  $2,049.64 

New Year beginning balance:  $2,054.00 (minus unnecessary bank fee)    

3. Budget/Finance Committee hasn’t met but talked about fundraisers.  In particular, he spoke with 

Cliff Richardson about a fundraiser for the 1969 championship game to rally support and the 

alumni association.  Lane has decided to take a chance and sign up with food vendors and see 

what happens for the 50th anniversary event.    

4. 501c3/Governance Committee- Lacey presented her monthly report.  (to be attached)   

5. Curriculum Committee-They didn’t meet this month.    

6. Community Outreach Committee - Danna tabled at the Chainsaw Festival and collected 4 boxes 

of hygiene products for their cause.  She helped answer lots of questions regarding the Charter 

school.  Folks were excited about the new playground. She noted it would have been helpful to 

have brochures to hand out.  Lacey responded that she is waiting for the playground to be 

completed and the grass to be greener so that pictures are more vibrant.  Danna expressed that 

MRCS should make the effort to table at all events; Leaha, CoRE president wants to meet with 

the board about CoRE’s role. She would like them to have a presence at the BBQ and “We Are 

McKenzie.” Lane expressed the need for volunteers to help with the BBQ (5 - 6 folks).  Danna 

also brought her Newspaper proposal and asked Sean to help out with articles in the River 

Reflections.  Lacey thanked Danna for being at the chainsaw festival and representing MRCS.  

VI. Charter Board Comments 

 Josh noted our good representation at the OSBA conference. 

Melanie felt the conference was a good time for everyone and overall pretty informative; She also 

has started a collection barrel at her store for H.S./M.S. school supplies. 

Fred thanked Cason for coming to the meeting so that we would have a quorum and welcomed 

Sean.  

Stacy noted that next month’s meeting is our annual meeting.  Officers will need to be reelected 

and three positions are up for renewal as part of the staggered term arrangement (#2 Nate, #5 

Stacy, #8 Lacey).  She has decided to not run for another term but thanked everyone for the 

opportunity to serve with them over the last 5+ years.  It has been an honor and privilege.  She 



hopes to volunteer in other ways here at the school.  Also, she noted that Sean, Josh and April 

need to sign conflict of interest forms and should get a new board member packet. 

Lane thanked Stacy for her efforts on the board.  
 

VII. Community Comments 

The McKenzie River Community School (MRCS) Charter Board recognizes that public comment is an essential 

component of the process. There shall be an agenda item at all MRCS Charter Board meetings for public input.  

Individuals may address the Board on agenda items.  Each member of the public will be given a three (3) minute 

period of time to share their comment.  Individuals may address the Board on a topic not on the agenda as long as it 

does not pertain to a complaint against a staff member or student.  However, the Board reserves the right to refer 

the matter to administration. 

 

VIII. Future Agenda 

 Next meeting September 3, 2019, 5:30 pm District Office 

 The board discussed rescheduling the meeting due to it falling on the first day of school. 

Fred motioned to reschedule the next Charter Board meeting to September 10th; Melanie 

seconded; unanimously approved. 

Annual Meeting Rescheduled: September 10th, 2019, 5:30 pm District Office 

 

IX. Adjournment 

Fred motioned to adjourn; Melanie seconded; unanimously approved. 


