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Wayland – Cohocton Central School  

 
ELA Curriculum Map Overview – Grade 5  

 
Topic 

 
Skills/Priority Standards 

 
Sequence of Reading Texts 

 
Approx. 
# Weeks 

 

 
Module 1: 

Cooperation 
& 

Competition 

 

 Quote accurately from a text when explaining and 
drawing inferences  
 

 Determine the meanings of unknown words using 
context clues;  include figurative language 

 

 Determine theme of a story; summarize the text 
 

 Compare and Contrast 2 or more characters, 
settings or events in a story 

 

 Explain the relationships or interactions between 
2 or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts 
in a historical or scientific text 

 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly 

 
 

1. Mrs. Frisby & the Rats of      
    NIMH: Ch. 3 “The Crow &  
   The Cat” & Ch. 7 “The Owl” 

-complementary text/Writing class:  “Truth and 
Fiction: The Story of Two Unsinkable Ships” 
extended response; “A Strange Twist of Fate” & 
“The Lion & The Mouse” paired passage 

 

2. “Class President” 
-complementary text/Writing class:  ““The 
Elves & the Shoemaker” / “The Red Apples” 
paired passages  
             

3. “Saving the Great White Monster” 
 

4. Symbiosis 
-complementary texts/Writing class:   

“Are Frogs on the Brink of Extinction?” 
extended response and “Save the Sea 
Horses” extended response 

 
10 

wks. 

  

 Quote accurately from a text when explaining and 
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Module 2: 
Astronomy 

drawing inferences  
 

 Determine the meaning of unknown words using 
context clues 

 

 Explain how a series of scenes fit together to 
provide the overall structure of literary text 

 

 Compare & contrast the overall text structure for 
informational text 

 

 Determine main ideas/key details of a text; 
summarize the text 

 

 Pull information from several texts on the same 
topic  

 

 Write an argumentative essay  to make a claim 
and support with evidence from multiple texts 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

1.  “Galileo” 
- complementary texts/Writing class:   text 
TBD – extended response(s) for main idea 
 

2.  “Man on the Moon: How a       
      Photograph Made Anything Seem    
      Possible” 

 

3.  Reaching for the Moon 
 
4.  Mini texts TBD (RI5.5) 
- complementary texts/Writing class: text 
TBD (paired passages and/or extended 
response for text structure) 

 

5.  “The Book That Saved the Earth” 
 

6.  “The Heavenly Zoo” 

 
10 

wks. 

  

 Quote accurately from a text when explaining and 
1.  Odd Boy Out: Young Albert       
     Einstein 
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Module 3:  
Heritage 

drawing inferences  
 

 Determine the meaning of unknown words using 
context clues 

 

 Analyze how illustrations contribute to the 
meaning of text 

 

     Describe how an author’s background/culture 
affects his/her perspective 

 
 
 

 
2.  “Kids: Albert Einstein Biography”  
      (internet article) 
 
3.  “Old Oaken Bucket” poem 
- complementary texts/Writing class: “A 
Night to Remember” and “One Small Step” 
(paired passages) 

 
4.  Going Back Home: An Artist    
     Returns to the South 
- complementary texts/Writing class: text 
TBD (An Algonquian Year or The Keeping 
Quilt) 

 
10 

Module 4: 
Natural 
Disasters in 
the Western 
Hemisphere 

 Quote accurately from a text when explaining and 
drawing inferences  
 

 Determine the meaning of unknown words using 
context clues 

 

 Read and comprehend complex grade 5 literature 
and informational text independently 

 

 Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills 

 Summary writing 

 

1. Gallery Walk Images #1-23 
 
2.“Earthquake” article #1 (pg. 14-16) 
 
3. “Earthquakes!” article #2 (pg. 17) 

 
4. Eight Days: A Story of Haiti 

 
5. Disasters! (complex lit. by Schol.) 
 

 

 
 

10 

 


