
WCCS Core Curriculum Map - Global Studies 9  - Overview

1

Wayland-Cohocton Central School Grade  9

Social Studies Curriculum Map Overview Global 
Studies I

Topic Skills Approximate Weeks 
of Study

Module 1 Early People  Students will discover the importance of the social scientists in learning 
about early history.  We will then determine how important the 
environment was to man emphasising the need to surive and methods 
used to obtain food during the Pre-historic time period before history 
was written down.  Students will describe the importance of the turning 
point that arrived when agriculture was developed during the Neolithic 
Revolution.  We will evaluate the relationship between this event and 
our world's first civilizations that all existed near rivers.  We will begin 
my locating these civiizations on a world map and describing the 
importance of irrigation to survival.  Finally,  students will be able to 
differentiate specific achievements and examples of technology from 
four separate early river civilizations while further evaluating the 
importance of the turning point of the Neolithic Revolution.

6 weeks

Module 2 Belief Systems Students will determine the essential beliefs and practices of the 
world's major belief systems. We will focus on the ultimate goal of each, 
while we analyze the codes of behavior & holy books that are designed 
to provide believers with practices to help achieve the belief's ultimate 
goal.  We will discover the holidays of the faith and decide their role in 
guiding believers toward their ultimate goal.  Students will compare 
beiefs for similiarities while also determining the chronological order 
the various beliefs developed. Finally, students will construct maps to 
demonstrate the regions in the world that each belief is most prominent 
throughout history and is still practiced today.

7 weeks
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Module 3 Civilizations expand to 
Empires

Students will explore the early civilizations of world history.  We will 
begin with the classical civilizations of China, Greece and Rome.  We will 
focus on the location of each civilization. We will analyze the geographic 
features surrounding the civilizations and determine how this played a 
role in expansion or trade with others. We will focus on the 
achievements of these civilizations and decide how these achievements 
still impact our world today.  From there, we will also discuss the causes 
for the fall of civilizations and the rise of others.  We will then discover 
what life was like after Rome fell during the Middle Ages in Europe.  
Finally, we will compare Europe to Asia while we explore the rise of the 
Byzantine Empire.  Unfortantely, the struggle between Christianity and 
Islam will lead to the Crusades.  Eventually the Islamic world will capture 
the Byzantine Empire and the Islamic Ottoman empire will rise.  Even 
with the tension between the two faiths, the Christians will begin 
trading again with the east and will begin to benefit from the 
achivements of the Islamic world.

15 weeks

Module 4 Rebirth leads to trade& 
Encounter, along with a quest for 
Power

Students will discover the re-birth of achievements in Europe during the 
Renaissance.  They will explore art from this time period and will 
compare this form of expression with the ideas of Machiavelli regarding 
government.  They will determine that the people of Europe are beging 
to focus more on their own individual achievements.  People will begin 
to question authority.  Martin Luther will become the father of the 
Protestant Reformation when he attempts to reform the corruption of 
the Catholic Church but is instead forced to break from the church all 
together.  Navigation achievements combined with a motivation to 
avoid the Muslims in Asia will spark the European Age of Exploration.  
This will lead to the accidental encounter of the new world. Even 
though the existing mesoAmerican cultures were advanced and adapted 
to their environment,  the Europeans will build colonies and become 
wealthy through mercantalism and the triangular trade.  They will 
conduct human rights violations on the natives to achieve these goals.  
Finally, students will begin to discover new ideas of "reasonable" 
government instead of Absolute rulers through a movement known as 
the Englightenment.

12 weeks


