
Greetings, 
 
It is hard to believe that February 
has ended. It was an incredible month of accomplishments for our 
students, faculty and staff. Max White was named a recipient of the 
prestigious UGA Foundation Fellowship. Ms. Karen Brown of Scott 
Elementary School won the Tireless Award. She has served over 5,000,000 
meals to students at Scott Elementary since 1984. Scott Elementary School 
performed their Black History Program before a packed auditorium of 
family, friends and community members. Our spring sports have started 
and our high school students are beginning the registration process for the 
2020-21 school year. I am looking forward to seeing our students continue 
to excel both inside and outside of the classroom during March.  
 
Sincerely,  
Ben Wiggins 
Superintendent  



Thomasville City Schools students enjoyed an 
extra-long Presidents Day weekend while 
administrators, faculty, and staff made use of 
their Professional Learning Day on February 14, 
2020, to target a variety of educational topics.  
Employees from across the district exchanged 
ideas and interacted through an intricately 
planned day of learning.  

Elementary school English/language arts 
teachers for grades K – 5 participated in a 
session with the Journeys Reading Program 
representative and school-level Instructional 
Coaches.    Middle school English/language arts 
teachers for grades 6 - 8 participated in a 
session with Collections Reading Program 
representative and MPMS Instructional Coach 
Katie McCloud.     

Math teachers for grades 3 – 5 met with 
District K-5 Curriculum Coordinator Brian Beaty 
and Early Intervention Program teacher Pam 
Gardner to examine pacing guides and 
benchmark assessment data.  

Math teachers for grades 6-12 met with 
MPMS Instructional Coach Neal Ford and 
Scholars Academy Assistant Director Jennifer 
Jordan, science teachers for grades 6-12 met 

with Instructional Coach Denise Heard, and 
social studies teachers for grades 6-12 met with 
Director of Teaching, Learning, and Assessment 
and 6-12 Curriculum Coordinator Dana Rollins to 
examine pacing guides and benchmark 
assessment data for edits.  English teachers for 
grades 6-12 met with Heard and Rollins in a 
separate session to review and discuss pacing 
guides and benchmark data.   

Approximately 50 teachers from all six of the 
district’s campus sites gathered for MindSet 
instructor training. The purpose of this training 
program is to facilitate insight, raise awareness, 
enhance skills, and ultimately certify 
professionals in a system of preventing and 
managing aggressive behavior. The goal of the 
MindSet training curriculum is to set in motion a 
process of increased awareness, skill 
development, and appropriate parameters for 
individuals and organizations to eliminate the 
need for physical restraint or seclusion.  All 
other staff members in the district have been 
previously trained in the MindSet program.  

All other teachers, staff, and paraprofessionals 
engaged in a Google for Education course by 
Russell Paine from Southwest Georgia RESA.   

 

 



Thomasville City Schools first graders from Jerger Elementary visited the Jack Hadley Black 
History Museum in early February to learn about the famous Americans they are studying in 
social studies.   (Above)  JaMarcus Underwood gives museum presentation to the young 
students.  (Below)  Stella Jones, Harley Austin, Owen Clark, and Ellie Dunlap interact at the Jack 
Hadley Black History Museum.  Cecilia Graves and Dean Hamburg receive guidance from 
Underwood.   Jayveon Jefferson fills out an interactive guide during his trip to the museum.



Thomasville High School was named a 
College Board Advanced Placement Honor 
School in the categories of AP Schools of 
Distinction, AP Challenge Schools, and AP 
STEM Schools by Georgia State School 
Superintendent Richard Woods on February 
6, 2020. 

AP Schools of Distinction went out to 
schools with at least 20% of the total student 
population taking AP exams and at least 50% 
of all AP exams earning scores of 3 or higher.   

AP Challenge Schools went out to schools 
with enrollments of 900 or fewer students 
and students testing in English, math, 
science, and social studies. 

AP STEM Schools went out to schools with 
a minimum of five students testing in at least 
four AP STEM courses.   

Superintendent Woods named 255 
Advanced Placement (AP) Honor Schools 
throughout the state for 2020. 

“I commend the students, teachers, and 
staff of these 255 schools,” Superintendent 
Woods said. “Behind this recognition is an 
enormous amount of hard work, and I 
congratulate all those who worked to expand 

access, improve performance, and build 
strong Advanced Placement programs in each 
school recognized today.” 

Thomasville High School Advanced 
Placement Scholar awards, which are given to 
individual students based on their success on 
AP exams, reached its all-time record this 
past year with a total of 55 AP Scholars.  Eight 
of those students are National AP Scholars 
which is granted to students in the United 
States who receive an average score of at 
least 4 or higher on all AP Exams taken, and 
scores of 4 or higher on 8 or more exams. 

Scholars Academy Guidance Counselor 
Marcie West attributes the district’s high rate 
of success to AP trained teachers that work 
diligently to build, monitor, and revise a 
rigorous curriculum in each subject area.   

“Our teachers are well-versed in AP 
strategies and use the tools College Board 
offers to ensure our students are successful,” 
said West.  

Scholars Academy Director Jeanene 
Wallace finds that students come back from 
college and say that their former AP teachers 
provided high expectations and gave them 

the tools and support to do well in their 
classes and on the exams. 

“We have excellent teachers throughout 
the district who work long hours and want to 
provide a positive and challenging 
environment each day.  I am especially proud 
of the work of our AP teachers, and I'm 
grateful to see their work throughout the 
year,” said Wallace.  

West also credits the students who are 
deeply invested in their AP courses.   

“Our students are not only successful in 
high school and gain entry to their schools of 
choice, but they are also more than prepared 
for college level work,” said West.  

Wallace reports that students are better 
prepared to handle challenging coursework 
and have the work ethic and study habits to 
be successful beyond high school.  

“I think developing these skills in high 
school gives students an advantage in 
balancing the academic, social, and personal 
aspects of college life,” said Wallace.   

Thomasville High Scholars Academy 
students are currently participating in 19 AP 
courses:  Physics, Spanish, World History, U.S. 
History, Statistics, Language, Literature, Latin, 
Biology, Art & Design, Art History, 
Psychology, Human Geography, Calculus AB, 
Calculus BC, Environmental Science, 
Chemistry, American Government, and 
European History.  

Wallace added that taking AP courses such 
as these help students to become better 
communicators, writers, problem solvers, 
and critical thinkers.    

“Whether in a classroom or in a career, 
these are skills we want our students to 
master,” said Wallace.  



Thomasville City Schools advanced 11 
senior division and 8 junior division 
students to the Regional Science Fair at 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College on 
February 14, 2020 resulting in three first 
place winners who will advance to the 
state-level Georgia Science and 
Engineering Fair in Athens on March 26-
28, 2020.  Ava Fletcher won a first place 
ribbon, second place overall in the senior 
division, and is a state nominee.  
Katherine Jones (pictured) won a first 
place ribbon and is also state nominee.  
Emily Raffield won a first place ribbon, 
won second place overall in the junior 
division, and is a state nominee.  

Middle School Above Left:  Brady Nichols - 2nd place, Laramie Stokes - 2nd place, Harper Page - 
2nd place, Emory Cochran - 2nd place, Emily Raffield - 1st place and going to state, Jay Harrison 
- 3rd place, Max Barbulescu - 3rd place, and Matthew Mullins - 2nd place.   
High School Above Right:  Ashlyn Donalson - 2nd place, Olivia Suite - 2nd place, Colin Szwarc - 
2nd place, Katherine Jones - 1st place and going to state, Chip Hunt - 2nd place, Ava Fletcher - 
1st place and going to state, Jon Henry Ellis - 2nd place, Faith Fitzgerald - 2nd place, Macy 
Taylor - 2nd place, Katey Harwood - 3rd place, Brantley Taylor - 2nd place, and Sydney Jones - 
3rd place. 



Thomasville High School Mathletes won first place in their division at the Georgia Southwestern 
Math Tournament! Mathletes: Sydney Deutsch, Kellie Brewer, Clara Clifton, Simon Harper, 
Kaitlyn Kasper, Timothy Cordista, Thomas Wilson, Braxton Sizemore, Colin Szwarc, Iris Allgrove, 
and Molly Novak (not pictured).  In individual competition, Clara Clifton won third place and 
Braxton Sizemore won 2nd place.  



Thomasville City Schools celebrated National School Counseling Week during February 3–7, 2020. 
The week, sponsored by the American School Counselor Association (ASCA), highlights the unique 
contribution of school counselors within U.S. school 
systems and the tremendous impact they can have in 
helping students achieve school success and plan for a 
career.  Kyndal Brock, Iker Aguilera, and Daylen Edwards 
wait patiently for "Cookie with Copps." Scott Elementary 
bulletin board celebrates their counselor, Elizabeth Copps-
Frick. Pictured:  Zelirya Johnson, Copps-Frick, R'Reyona 
Willis.   



MPMS Scholars Academy competed at the regional Science Olympiad competition at 
Georgia Southern University on February 22, 2020. The “Red” and “Gold” teams 
competed against 7 other teams:  Red Team - David Chastain, De'Mario Sawyer, Dev 
Patel, Hull Krech, Jensen Rahn, Kohen Howell, Maggie Claire Richardson, Owen Everett, 
and San'Tana Harris and Gold Team - Aeni Patel, Alysia Sapp, Colter Hill, Dhruket Patel, 
Er'Mauri Scott, Finn Little, Jared Castillo, Jeremy Leach, Lukas Froede, Mac Hunt, 
Morgan Nall, and Vance Vinson.  Medals are awarded for 1st - 4th places in categories 
of competition. The Gold Team received 5th place overall.  





Thomasville City Schools Board of Education meets at 5:00 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month except November and December.  Below is an overview of the agenda for 
February 25, 2020.   
 Board Member, Mrs. Karen Kelso gave the Invocation 
 Board Member, Mrs. Britney Glass led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 Approved February 25, 2020 Board Meeting AGENDA 
 Superintendent, Mr. Ben Wiggins and TCS Board Chair, Ms. Kejar Butler presented a 

plaque to former Board Member, Mr. Todd Bennett for his years of dedication and 
service to Thomasville City Schools.  January 2012 to December 2019 

 Tireless Award Presented to Ms. Karen Brown, Scott Elementary School Nutrition 
Staff Member 

 Community Input from Ms. Takiela Johnson 
 Approved Minutes of the Regular Scheduled Board Meeting, January 28, 2020 
 Approved January 31, 2020 Financial Report and reviewed the TCS Food Service 

Department Financial Report 
 Reviewed Combined Athletics/Facilities Committee Meeting Report, February 14, 

2020 – Dr. Mary Williams Scruggs 
 Reviewed the 2020 Board Committee Members 
 Reviewed upcoming Calendar Dates 
 Executive Session 
 Approved Personnel Recommendations 
 Board Meeting Adjourned at 6:06 PM 


