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Dear Parents:               July 31, 2011 

 

Under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, the Arkansas Department of 

Education (ADE) is required to identify all schools in need of improvement if the school has not 

made adequate yearly progress (AYP) for two or more consecutive years.  

 

The ADE has notified our administration that Jimmy Brown Elementary will be subject to 

(Restructuring Action) during the 2011-2012.  During the 2009-2010 our Caucasian sub-

population in Literacy failed to achieve the expected percentage of students scoring 

proficient/advanced. Following is information showing the expected AYP Target for the 2010-

2011 and the school’s performance for the combined population and each subpopulation in the 

building.  

                            

State AYP Target: 78.40 for literacy and 77.50 for math. 

 

 The following table gives the total percentage of students at JBE for the combined population 

and for each sub-population for which the school was accountable: (The group not scoring at or 

above proficiency is in bold.) 

 

Sub-Populations Math (77.50) Literacy (78.40)  

Combined 84.4 MS 71.5 MS 

African American 81.0 MS 63.3 MS 

Economically Disadvantaged 79.7 MS 64.5 MS 

Caucasian 85.5 MS 74.3  A 

 

MS = Met Standards     A=Alert  

 

Jimmy Brown Elementary is the only K-5 school in the District.  If you would like more 

information regarding your child’s school and how it compares to all schools in the state, please 

contact Hope Robinson or Paul Pickens, JBE principals at 628-5111, or visit the Arkansas 

Department of Education’s website at http://arkansased.org/. 

 

As a result of the school being identified for Restructuring Action the District must choose at 

least one from among the following actions:  A. Replace school staff relevant to the failure;  B.  

Institute and implement a new curriculum.  C.  Significantly decrease management authority in 

the school; D.  Appoint outside experts to advise the school; E.  Extend the school year or school 

day;  or, F.  Restructure the internal organization of the school. 

 

 

http://arkansased.org/
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We have chosen to restructure the internal organization of the school and will be using the 

following means to implement this action:   

 

1. Eliminate self-contained classrooms in grades 3, 4, and 5. 

2. Create 2 X 2 Modules that allow for extended time in the mornings for math and literacy 

and allocate an hour in the afternoon for point-in-time remediation, prescriptive tutoring 

and more real world activities. 

3. Employ an assistant principal for K-2. 

 

Our school district is committed to providing ongoing technical assistance to your child’s school 

and we are taking the following additional steps to address the problem of low achievement:   

1. Providing free supplemental services or after school tutoring in math and literacy from 

3:30 - 4:45, Monday through Wednesday each week. 

2. Providing test taking strategies. 

3. Providing more instructional time in literacy and math. 

4. Providing additional instruction in literacy and math in the Learning Lab. 

5. Individualizing instruction based on each student’s needs. 

6. Requiring instruction that focuses on higher order thinking skills. 

7. Implementing Write Tools, a research based best practice in improving reading and 

writing skills. 

8. Emphasizing a greater Comprehensive Literacy approach through the use of effective 

teaching strategies. 

9. Implementing Cognitive Guided Instruction (CGI) in mathematics. 

10. Implementing components of Phonetic Connections K-5 Literacy. 

11. Increasing technology in all classes. 

12. Maintaining Electronic Grade book and School Messenger to help keep parents informed. 

 

In addition, Jimmy Brown Elementary has taken measures to implement the following programs 

during the upcoming school year that are designed to make a positive difference in the teaching 

and learning that occurs therein.   

1. Double-blocking literacy. 

2. Literacy inclusion classes. 

3. Dedicated Math and Literacy teachers double blocking at the fifth grade level 

4. Reassignment of teaching position/grade level 

 

 

You are very important to your child’s education.  We invite you to become more involved in 

your child’s school and partner with the school in helping address the academic issues that are 

associated with areas identified for improvement.  Following are ways in which you can become 

involved: 
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1. Ensuring that your child can take advantage of before and after school tutoring. 

2. Setting goals with your child for continued academic performance. 

3. Reviewing your child’s homework and test results. 

4. Supporting and reinforcing your child’s good study habits. 

5. Attending parent-school meetings. 

6. Ensuring your student has good attendance. 

  

 

Although based on the AYP status of this school, your child would be eligible to transfer to 

another public school in the district, school choice is not an option because there is only one K-5 

school in the district.  However, the JBE administration and staff are working diligently to ensure 

that your child receives the very best educational opportunities that are designed to meet your 

child’s individual needs. 

 

In addition, any school identified for improvement Year 5 is required to offer Supplemental 

Educational Services (SES) to eligible students from low-income families.  These services are 

available to students from 3:30 – 4:30 Thursday and Friday through the regular school day with 

educational providers approved by the State Board of Education. If the number of eligible 

students who apply for SES exceeds the financial resources available the lowest achieving 

students from low-income families will receive first priority. 

 

If you are interested in SES, please review the attached list of providers willing to serve the 

students enrolled in this school, and return the attached SES application form to the district by 

September 9, 2012.  If you need assistance in making a provider selection please contact Hope 

Robinson, K-2 principal, or Paul Pickens, 3-5 principal at 628-5111.  You will also receive a 

letter inviting you to attend an SES Informational Night. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Richard Montgomery      Hope Robinson   Paul Pickens 

Richard Montgomery                  Hope Robinson   Paul Pickens 

Superintendent                            K-2 Principal   3-5 Principal 

Star City School District             Jimmy Brown Elementary  Jimmy Brown Elementary 
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August 4, 2011 

 

 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

Our district is dedicated to ensuring that our students succeed.  While we have always held high expectations for our 

students, the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) has set standards for all students to meet. 

 

Annually, our state releases a report on the “adequate yearly progress” (AYP) our schools are making toward achieving 

proficiency for 100 percent of our students under NCLB.  Star City Middle School (SCMS) met AYP in all sub-populations 

in 2009 and 2010; however, the level of student achievement dropped in 2011 which caused Star City Middle School to 

have an AYP status of alert. 

 

The following table gives the total percentage of students at SCMS who performed at or above the proficient level on 

Benchmark exam.  For comparison, it also provides the same percentages for students in the state. 

 

Grades 
Star City Middle 

School Math 
State Math 

Star City Middle 

School Literacy 
State Literacy 

6th
 

80% 77% 73% 71% 

7th 81% 74% 70% 67% 

8th 71% 63% 82% 77% 

 

The following charts show our progress in all sub-populations over the past six years.  

  

Progress Toward Goal: Literacy (Percentage of students scoring proficient on the Benchmark Examination): 

(Goal=100% Proficient) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress Toward Goal: Math (Percentage of students scoring proficient on the Benchmark Examination): (Goal=100%) 
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Presently, the Star City Middle School’s administrators and staff are working diligently to ensure that your child receives 

the very best educational opportunities.   

 

As a parent or guardian, you can help the school address raising your child’s performance by: 

1. Coming to parent-school meetings 

2. Supporting and reinforcing your child’s good study habits 

3. Reviewing your child’s homework and test results 

4. Setting goals with your child for continued academic improvement 

5. Ensuring that your child take advantage of the after-school tutoring program  

 

We are firmly committed to achieving our goal of success for every student.  For more information about AYP, what we’re 

doing to help improve student achievement, or how you can support this effort, please call 628-5125. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Susan White 

Principal 
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7-29-11 

Dear Parents: 

 

Under the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, the Arkansas Department of 

Education (ADE) is required to identify all schools in need of improvement if the school has not 

made adequate yearly progress (AYP) for two or more consecutive years.  

 

The ADE has notified our administration that Star City High School’s 2011 AYP status is Whole 

School Intensive Improvement-Year 4 and will be subject to planning for restructuring for 

failure to make AYP during the time period the school was subject to Corrective Action. During 

the 2010-11 school year our combined population, economically disadvantaged (subpopulation) 

and Caucasian (subpopulation) failed to achieve the expected percentage of students scoring 

proficient/advanced in literacy. Following is the information showing the expected AYP target 

for the 2010-11 school years and the school’s performance for the combined population and each 

subpopulation in the building.  Although SCHS met standards for 2009-10, a school must meet 

AYP for two consecutive years to be removed from School Improvement status.   During the 

2009-10 year all sub-populations met standards except African American in math.  Following is 

information showing the expected AYP Target for the 2010-11 and the schools performance for 

the combined population and each subpopulation in the building.  

                                                   

State AYP Target: Math-73.45%  

                              Literacy-75.81% 

 

 The following table gives the total percentage of students at SCHS for the combined population 

and for each sub-population for which the school was accountable: (Those groups not scoring at 

or above proficiency is in bold.) 

 

Sub-Populations Math Literacy  

Combined 82.5 62.9 

African American 83.3 N/A 

Economically Disadvantaged 80.8 47.4 

Caucasian 81.4 75.3 

 

Star City High School is the only 9-12 school in the District.  If you would like more information 

regarding your child’s school and how it compares to all schools in the state, please contact Mike 

Walker, SCHS principal at 628-4111 or visit the Arkansas Department of Education’s website 

at http://arkansased.org/. 

 

As a result of the school being identified for restructuring the District shall continue to 

implement the requirements for Corrective Action and research the possibility to implement at 

http://arkansased.org/
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least one of the following governance options for the school consistent with State Law:  

 

A. Replacing all, or most, of the school staff (which may include the principal) who are relevant 

to the failure to make Adequate Yearly Progress.  

B. Reopening the school as a public charter school. 

C. Entering into a contract with an entity, such as a private management company, with a 

demonstrated record of effectiveness, to operate the school. 

D. Turning the operation of the school over to the State Education Agency, if permitted under 

State Law and agreed to by the State. 

E. Extend the school year or school day: OR 

F. Other major restructuring of the school’s governance that makes fundamental reforms, such as 

significant changes in the school’s staffing and governance, to improve student academic 

achievement, that has substantial promise of enabling the school to make adequate yearly 

progress. 

 

We have chosen to research the following option: (F.) Other major restructuring of the school’s 

governance arrangement that makes fundamental reforms, such as significant changes in the 

school’s staffing and governance, to improve student academic achievement that has substantial 

promise of enabling the school to make AYP. The district will implement this option by 

contracting with Arkansas Leadership Academy whose program services include the following: 

Build the leadership capacity of the school and district personnel; train a diverse school 

leadership team, including, but not limited to, the superintendent/designee, school principal, and 

teachers; provide a cadre of highly experienced, trained capacity building leaders to work in the 

school on a regular basis; visit the school at least weekly to facilitate leadership activities and 

provide follow-up on professional development implementation; work with the school, school 

district staff, school board members, parents, community members, and other stakeholders as 

necessary to provide a comprehensive support network;  work with the school board once every 

5-6 weeks to establish goals for the school district to meet district goals; and engage the 

community to gather input concerning strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and barriers within 

the school/district.  

 

In addition, Star City High School has taken measures to implement the following programs 

during the upcoming school year that are designed to make a positive difference in the teaching 

and learning that occurs therein. We have partnered with Arkansas Advanced Initiative for Math 

and Science. Goals of this initiative include increased levels of achievement for all students 

through rigorous professional development, teaching practices, and increased participation in 

Advanced Placement classes from all socio-economic and ethnic populations.   

 

Star City High School will continue to assist students through the following programs: 

 

1. Use of the computer lab to assist literacy and math skills.  
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2. Double blocking literacy classes and math classes.  

3. Tutoring.  

4. Prescriptive Assignment/Lessons  

5. Use Criterion Writing Computer Software Program.  

6. Benchmark Period used for remediation.  

7. Co-teaching in Math Classes and Literacy Classes.  

8. Target Testing.  

9. Increased reading and writing across the curriculum.  

10. Increased use of higher order thinking strategies.  

11. Use of Graduation Coaches to serve as mentors. 

12. Increased technology in all classes. 

13. Electronic Gradebook and School Messenger to help keep parents informed. 

      14. Diagnostic Reading Assessments. 

      15. Collaboration with UAM and ERZ. 

      16. Targeted pullouts for students needing additional help 

 

You are very important to your child’s education.  We invite you to become more involved in 

your child’s school and partner with the school in helping address the academic issues that 

caused it to be identified for improvement.  Following are ways in which you can become 

involved: 

1. Ensuring that your child can take advantage of before and after school tutoring. 

2. Setting goals with your child for continued academic performance. 

3. Reviewing you child’s homework and test results. 

4. Supporting and reinforcing your child’s good student’s habits. 

5. Attending parent-school meetings. 

6. Using Gradebook to monitor your child’s attendance and grades. 

  

Although based on the AYP status of this school, your child would be eligible to transfer to 

another public school in the district, school choice is not an option because there is only one 9-12 

school in the district.  However, the SCHS administration and staff are working diligently to 

ensure that your child receives the very best educational opportunities designed to meet your 

child’s individual needs. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Richard Montgomery            Michael D. Walker 

Superintendent                             Principal 

Star City School District              Star City High School 
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