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From the Principal’s Desk 
 
Hello Red Raider Nation,  
 
As the saying goes, March comes in like a lion 
and out like a lamb. This may be true for the 
weather (although Michigan weather never 
seems to be predictable), but it isn’t true for 
schools. As we approach the final third of our 
2019-2020 school year, the never-ending action 
within our building continues. We are quickly 
approaching our dates for administering the 
State standardized tests (SAT, PSAT, & 
M-Step), scheduling for next school year, 
graduation festivities, end of the year award 
banquets, and all the other fun and exciting 
times spring brings. As the weather outside 
changes, and the school events start to multiply, 
be sure to keep your student focused on the 
task at hand. The staff will continue to have high 
expectations: behaviorally, academically, and 
socially, and we expect our students to do the 
same. We are all in this journey together, so let’s 
finish the school year strong! 
 
Go Red Raiders! 
 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
The second and final set of conferences for the 
school year are scheduled 
for Thursday, March 19th 
from 5:00-7:00 PM in the 
gym.  We are hoping for a 
great turnout with 
conversations focused on 
improving the education 
we provide to all students. In advance, the staff 
and I want to thank all of you who plan on 
attending.  We know the school is only as strong 
as its community relations, and we want to keep 
heading in the right direction!  
 
Yearbooks on Sale 
2019-2020 Marlette Jr./Sr. High School 
Yearbooks are on sale now until March 27th for 
a low rate of $40. This year’s yearbooks are in 
full color! If you are interested in purchasing a 
yearbook, then please contact Mr. Barrows at 
sbarrow@marletteschools.org. 
 
Khan Academy 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School is using Khan 
Academy to assist our students in their 
preparation for the SAT and PSAT tests. Khan 
Academy is a fantastic 
online resource that has 
data demonstrating its 
effectiveness in improving 
student test scores. Khan 
Academy is not only an 
“in-school” resource. It is a 
valuable tool that students, 
in all grade levels, should 
be accessing and 
progressing through 
outside of the normal school day. Khan 
Academy is a free and proven program that 
improves test scores. Click on the link above to 
access Khan Academy and take advantage of 
this valuable tool.  
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State Standardized Testing 
All eleventh graders will take the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) on Tuesday April 14, the 
ACT WorkKeys on April 15, and the M-Step 
Science and Social Studies tests on April 21 and 
23.  Additionally, all  8th, 9th, and 10th graders are 
required to take the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (PSAT) for their given grade level. 
These tests will be administered on either April 
14th  or 15th 

(depending on 
grade level). 
Standardized 
testing is what our 
school is graded 
on by the state 
and is considered 
a high stakes 
testing for college admissions. Testing times and 
rosters will be displayed around the school as 
the time approaches. We are working hard to 
prepare all students for the upcoming tests. 
Here is the testing calendar we will be following: 
➔ Tuesday April 14th 

◆ 11th grade = SAT 
◆ 9th grade = PSAT 8/9 
◆ 8th grade = PSAT 8/9 

➔ Wednesday April 15th 
◆ 11th grade = ACT Workkeys 
◆ 10th grade = PSAT10 
◆ 8th grade = M-Step Social 

Studies & Science 
➔ Tuesday April 21st 

◆ 11th grade = M-Step Social 
Studies 

➔ Thursday April 23rd 
◆ 11th grade = M-Step Science 

➔ Tuesday. May 5th 
◆ 7th grade = M-Step ELA 

➔ Tuesday May 12th 
◆ 7th grade = M-Step Math 

 
College Visits 
Marlette Community Schools wants to expose 
and encourage all students to 
enroll in postsecondary 
education programs, whether it 
be a trade school, 
apprenticeship program, 
community college, or a 
university. To promote our 

mission, on Tuesday, April 14th, our 10th grade 
students will be visiting 
University of Michigan-Flint and 
Mott College.  The following day 
(April 15th), our 9th grade 
students will visit Saginaw Valley 
State University and Delta 
College. Our hope is this early exposure will 
provide a variety of opportunities for all students, 
regardless of their career path. 
 
Attendance Note!  
Attendance is very important! Please make sure 
that your child is in attendance as much as 
possible! Students who are missing school put 
themselves in jeopardy of falling behind 
academically and possibly losing course credit. 
In addition, students who miss over ten days of 
school during the school year may be subject to 
a truancy referral. Remember that you can 
always check on your child’s attendance through 
Skyward. Please work with your child to 
minimize absences during the school day. We 
appreciate your support! 
 
Clubs - Get Involved! 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School offers a large 
number of extra-curricular activities that students 
can get involved in. Many of the clubs/teams will 
be starting up as the spring season approaches, 
and it is not too late for students to join. The 
clubs/teams offer a tremendous opportunity for 
students to expand their social skills, 
collaboration skills, and communication skills. 
Additionally, research shows that there is a high 
correlation between student involvement and 
academic achievement. Please see the main 
office for a full list of extra-curricular 
opportunities offered throughout the building.  
 
Study Lab 
Study Lab is offered to any student who would 
like extra academic help. This is an excellent 
opportunity to catch up on work or get extra 
guidance from Mr. 
Barrows (HS 
students) or Mrs. 
Blatt/Mrs. Bennett 
(JH students). These 
sessions are Monday 
thru Friday from 
3:15-4:15. Please 
take advantage of this great opportunity. 
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Title I/Parent Advisory Committee Meeting 
The high school will be hosting the second 
Parent Advisory Committee on March 19th at 
5:30pm in the media center. All parents, 
guardians, and community members are 
welcome. The meeting will start with news about 
school happenings. From there, community 
members will have a chance to identify strengths 
and weaknesses of the school as well as 
express any other concerns. We are hoping for 
open dialogue between the community and the 
school to improve communication, policies, and 
procedures. 
 
Young America’s Foundation Scholarship 

Would you like to receive an all-expense paid 
trip to Santa Barbara, California this summer? 
Mr. Randy Rogers, a 1973 Marlette graduate, in 
partnership with the Sanilac County Community 
Foundation is offering the following scholarship 
opportunity to one lucky Marlette High School 
student. Please continue reading below for more 
details. 
Scholarship Description: 
This scholarship is an all-travel expense paid 
opportunity to attend The Reagan Ranch & 
Reagan Ranch Center Student Conference on 
June 17-20, 2020 The conference will take place 
in Santa Barbara, California. Please refer to the 
conference details at the following website. The 
purpose of this scholarship is to allow young 
people to attend the Reagan Ranch and be 
inspired by Ronald Reagan and the ideas he 
championed. 
The scholarship includes: 

- Airfare/arrangements to attend conference (if 
selected, all arrangements will be made for 
recipient) 
- Meals and lodging (if selected, all 
arrangements will be made for recipient) 
Qualifications for this scholarship: 

- Marlette High School Student (9-12 grade; 
during the 2019-2020 school year) 
- Must have application completed and 
submitted by April 1, 2020 
  
Application Process 

- All interested individuals must complete the 
online application by April 1, 2020 

- Access the application at 
https://sanilaccountycommunityfoundation.org/sc
holarship-categories/marlette-schools/ 
This scholarship is only available to current 
Marlette High School students in grades 9-12, 
so students’ chances of being selected are high. 
Thank you Mr. Randy Rogers and the Sanilac 
County Community Foundation for making this 
opportunity possible for Marlette youth! 

2019 Marlette Jr./Sr. High School graduate 
Mikenzie Walker was last year's scholarship 
recipient. Please read Mikenzie’s summary of 
her experience. 

Talent Show 
The annual Marlette Community Schools Talent 
Show will be held Friday, March 20th at 7:00pm 
in the high school 
cafeteria. 
Students in 
preK-12 grades 
are eligible to 
participate. 
Students must be 
available for rehearsal dates on March 17th and 
19th after school. Rehearsals are mandatory. If 
your student is interested in participating, he/she 
can pick up a form in either the High School or 
Elementary Office. Forms must be returned by 
Friday, March 13th to either office or to Mrs. 
Behnke. If you have any questions, please 
contact Mrs.Behnke at 
kbehnke@marletteschools.org. 
 
2020 Winter Homecoming 
This year’s Winter Homecoming was memorable 
for everyone involved. It was a busy 
Homecoming Week filled with eventful activities, 
and good times were had by all. You can’t stop 
our Red Raider spirit! Below are some pictures 
from the Homecoming festivities. 
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Academic Teams Perform Well 
Tremendous job by the Marlette Jr./Sr. High 
Academic Games Teams. Their hard-work, 
dedication, and team approach led to great 
success at their Sanilac County competition 
hosted by St. Clair County Community College 
on February 8th. Raider Nation was represented 
well as our teams competed at a high level. 
 
Thank you to our team advisors: 
Mrs. Behnke - Math team 
Mrs. Wilson - Science team 
Ms. Herron - Social Studies team 
Mrs. Lester - Language Arts team 
 
As a side note, Mrs. Wilson’s Science teams 
have placed 1st in nineteen of the past 
twenty-one years!! 
 
Best of luck in the upcoming Tuscola Games 
hosted by SVSU on March 17th. 
 

 

 

 
 
2nd Semester PBIP Rewards Success! 
Congratulations to the winners of the Marlette 
Jr./Sr. High's 2nd Marking Period Positive 
Behavior Incentive Program raffle. Students 
were entered into the drawing based on their 
2nd marking period academic performance, 
positive school behavior, and outstanding daily 
attendance. This quarter's lucky student winners 
were: Trinity Tobey, Adam Yoder, Kolby 
Gyomory, Kayla Campbell, Samia Cherry, 
Sidney Coltson, Jordan Howard, Kristen Kelly, 
Myles Parker, Leo Macha, Collin Miller, Marissa 
Maddern, Makenzie Chateauvert, Antony Perna, 
Alexis Clapsaddle, Carter Miller, Isabelle Wilson, 
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Dalaney Gage, Mariah O'Dell, Helen Wilson, 
Annamarie Wilcox, Joseph Rohling, Mahrie 
Wood, Kendra O'Dell, Gabrielle Martinez, 
Lauren Hohman, Hollie Hartwell, Summer 
Sisson. A special thank you to our program 
sponsors: Culligan Water Conditioners, Marlette 
McDonald's, Liebler Insurance Agency, and 
Home Again Antiques. 

 

 

Bands Prepare for Festival 
On February 24th, the Marlette JH and HS 
bands played a brilliant performance for the 
audience in attendance. Under the direction of 
Mr. Tartalone, the band has been preparing for 
their upcoming MSBOA Band Festival. Best of 
luck to our bands at the festival! Additionally, on 
February 19th, the high school band gave a 
stellar performance at the Sanilac County 
Honors Band event!  After the Red Raider Band 
played, Alexi Gomez, KC Hornbacher, Tony 
Perna, and Erica Ruckman auditioned for, and 
made, the Sanilac County Honors Band! The 
four were a part of an honors band with other 
students from around the county, and played 

some advanced band literature to finish off the 
night. Awesome job Red Raider Band! 

 

 
Marlette Artists 
Marlette Students, Marissa 
Crase and Blake VanHorn will 
have their artwork on display 
at the 2020 Congressional Art 
Competition. The art exhibit 
will be Saturday, March 7th 
from  1:00pm-2:30pm at 
Gallery 194 in Lapeer. 

The Great Boat Build-off 
In Mr. Varey's Technology 7 Coding class, two 
teams tied in this semester's “Great Boat 
Build-off.” Teams brainstormed, designed, and 
created a boat using only: 1 piece of aluminum 
foil sandwich wrapper and a roll of tape.  The 
goal was to see how much cargo the boat could 
hold before it sank.  While all the students came 
up with some very creative designs, it came 
down to two teams who each designed a boat 
that carried a massive cargo consisting of 25 
quarters, 20 dimes, 10 nickels, 45 pennies, 48 
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pencils, 11 markers, 8 highlighters, diecast 
model car, 2 bottles of whiteout, and even a cell 
phone! (don't worry, no cell phones were 
harmed during this activity :)  Congratulations to 
TEAM S.S. Carpathia consisting of Ava Hascall, 
Natalie Lefler, Lailah Verellen, and Team S.S 
Kobe B, consisting of Mason Gritzinger, Elijah 
Sartin, and Dylan Clapsaddle.  Each team was 
treated to a Freezie for their great design and 
team effort. 

 
Students Learn About WWI 
Recently, Mrs. Bednaryczk's U.S. History 
classes created museum exhibits for their unit 
on WWI. The students worked for weeks to 
create "artifacts" from the time period and 
explained the significance of the item. Student 
historians were also able to answer questions 
from their peers about the topic they selected as 
they acted as the leading experts in the field. 
Below, is a collage of some of the museum 
exhibits.  

 

Marlette Seniors Surpass Michigan FAFSA 
Completion Goal! 
 
Paying for college can be very challenging and 
families often cite affordability as a barrier to 
their child pursuing college or postsecondary 
education. In early December, Governor 
Whitmer challenged all Michigan high schools to 
set a bold FAFSA completion goal and track 
data on FAFSA completions. Our school 
accepted the challenge and signed up for the 
College Cash Campaign, which provided 
resources to support our efforts to prioritize 
FAFSA completion among our seniors. The goal 
of the College Cash Campaign is to increase 
Michigan’s FAFSA completion rate to 75%. 
FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid. It determines a student’s eligibility 
for need-based federal financial aid for college, 
which may include grants, scholarships, 
work-study, and loans. Completing the FAFSA is 
the only way to qualify for the majority of 
financial aid programs. The FAFSA needs to be 
completed every year that a student is enrolled 
in college. We are excited to announce that 
Marlette surpassed the state FAFSA completion 
goal with 79% of our seniors completing the 
FAFSA. In doing so, the Red Raiders defeated 
the Brown City Green Devils in a FAFSA 
completion competition which earned them a 
pizza party from Mr. Lareau, our college adviser. 
Each senior who completed the FAFSA is 
featured on their very own customized $100 bill 
displayed on our FAFSA completion bulletin 
board. A big “thank you” goes out to Shandy 
Havens for creating these customized bills. If 
you happen to be in the building, be sure to 
check out the bulletin board outside of the 
cafeteria. We want to thank all of the parents 
who assisted their senior with completing the 
FAFSA before the March 1 deadline.  
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Senior Pictures Needed 
Senior year is a busy and exciting time. This is a 
reminder that seniors must submit their senior 
pictures to the yearbook. Mr. Barrows would like 
to ensure that every senior be represented in 
this year’s book. In order for this to occur, 
seniors must schedule an appointment with their 
photographer and seniors must have their 
pictures submitted to Mr. Barrows by March 6. 
Seniors, please make arrangements with your 
photographer to make sure your photo is ready 
and on time. In most cases, the photographer 
will email an electronic copy of the photo to the 
yearbook staff according to the required 
specifications listed below: 

1. Color Photo 
2. Type of Pose: Upper Body (head and 

shoulder or waist on up) 
3. Please have your photographer submit 

an electronic .jpeg file to 
sbarrows@marletteschools.org 

Seniors, failure to submit a photo on time may 
result in the yearbook staff using your class 
composite photo instead of your senior picture. If 
you have any questions, please contact Mr. 
Barrows at sbarrows@marletteschools.org or at 
(989)635-7425 (ext. 44807). 
 
Junior High Dinner Dance 
The 8th Grade Dinner Dance is scheduled for 
Thursday, June 4th. We want to get information 
out to parents to prevent any confusion. This is 
not a formal event: Students do not need to 
purchase dresses or suits, get their hair or nails 
done, etc.  Students are expected to stay in 
school the entire day. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact the high school office.  
 
Skyward 
Marlette Community Schools uses Skyward as 
its primary student reporting system. Parents 
and students are able to access their grades 
through the password protected system. This 
year’s progress reports, report cards, and other 
school information will be posted and can be 
viewed through Skyward. If you currently do not 
have access, then contact the school office at 
(989) 635-4946, and we can get you the 
necessary information. 
 
Hot Breakfast & Lunch 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School will continue to offer 
its students nutritious, well-balanced meal 
options. Breakfast will be offered from 7:45-8:08 

a.m. at no cost for students. The lunch schedule 
is split between two separate lunch periods, and 
the cost of a school lunch will be $2.95. A milk 
carton will be offered at breakfast/lunch times for 
$.40. 
 
Free & Reduced Lunch Forms 
Families are able to complete free or reduced 
meal apps at any time during the year if their 
family situation, job, or financial situation 
changes. If you have not filled one out yet, then 
please do so - even if you think you may not be 
eligible. We want to be sure that we are 
providing all students with the nutrition they 
need to be successful each and every day. 
Applications for free and reduced meals are 
available at each school building and in the 
District Office.They can also be printed (here) or 
accessed via Skyward for an online application. 
 
OK2SAY 
Marlette Jr./Sr. High School is an OK2SAY 
school. Students can access the OK2SAY 
website to confidentially report tips on criminal 
activities or potential harm directed at Michigan 
students, school employees, or schools. 
 
Red Raider Mall 
The Red Raider Mall is an opportunity for 
students to shop for clothing, personal items, 
and food at no charge. The Mall is open to 
students every Wednesday before & after school 
and during their lunch hours. Students must 
have a signed pass from a teacher to be in the 
mall during class time. Families may come in to 
shop for their students one time during a 
calendar month.The Red Raider Mall is 
sponsored and supported by the Marlette 
community--churches, organizations and local 
businesses. Donations are appreciated and 
accepted.  Clean, new or gently used items 
appropriate for student use are always welcome. 
Please stop by the High School office with 
donations.  We will accept them during business 
hours even if the mall is not open. If you have 
questions or concerns please contact Marlette 
Jr/Sr High School at (989)635-4946. 
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Bennett Wins Regional Title 
On February 22, the Marlette Red Raiders sent 
one lone wrestler to the division 4 wrestling 
regional held in Whitmore Lake.  Manus Bennett 
competed in the 103lb weight class.  He 
defeated his first opponent, senior Nate Crump, 
from Vandercook Lake by major decision 9-0. 
He went on to defeat sophomore Jacob Bunn of 
Manchester by a 3-1 decision.  In the finals, 
Manus faced Connor Busz of Clinton.  The 
match went all 3 rounds and ended with a 
victory for the Raiders. The final score was 7-5. 
Manus moves on to the finals at Ford Field held 
March 6-7. Best of luck Manus! 

 
 
Athletic Updates 
Spring sports are getting ready to begin play 
with high hopes for successful seasons. Please 
check out the Marlette Jr./Sr. High Spring Sports 
Schedule and come out to support our athletes! 
 

 

 
 
Marlette Community Schools’ App 
We are loving our new app! Stay updated with 
access to real-time sports scores, the daily 
cafeteria menu, news from administrators, 
student stories, and even emergency 
notifications. You can download the app for free 
on both Google Play or the Apple App Store. 
Download for Android: http://bit.ly/2wp1AST 
Download for iPhone: https://apple.co/2QxXUHJ  
 
School Closing Information 
As the winter months approach, there is a 
chance that school may need to be closed or the 
opening delayed due to inclement weather. The 
school will notify the following radio and 
television stations if a closing/delay is needed: 

● WMIC/WTGV - Sandusky 660 AM, 
97.7 FM 

● WHNN - Saginaw 96.1 FM 
● WJRT - TV Channel 12 
● WNEM - TV Channel 5 
● WEYI - TV Channel 25 
● WXYZ - TV Channel 7 
● The Marlette Community Schools’ 

Facebook Page 
● The Marlette Community Schools App 
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Important Dates 
➔ Mar. 2-6 - Girls Basketball District @ 

Brown City 
➔ Mar. 9 - School Board Meeting; 7:00 
➔ Mar. 9-13 - Boys Basketball District @ 

Sandusky 
➔ Mar. 17 - Academic Games @ SVSU 
➔ Mar. 19 - Parent Teacher Conferences; 

5:00-7:00 
➔ Mar. 19 - Title 1/Parent Advisory 

meeting in HS Media Center; 5:30 
➔ Mar. 19-22 - Business Professionals of 

America State Competition 
➔ Mar. 27 - 1:00 school dismissal 
➔ Mar. 30 - Apr. 3 - Spring Break 
➔ Apr. 9 - End of 3rd Marking Period 
➔ Apr. 10 - No School 
➔ Apr. 14-15 - State Standardized Testing 

for grades 8-11 
➔ May 13 - Senior Awards; 6:00 
➔ May 14 - Baccalaureate and Proj Grad. 
➔ May 17 - Graduation; 2:00 
➔ June 3 - JH Awards; 2:00 
➔ June 3 - 9th-11th Grade Awards 
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