
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ATHENS 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

“One Town - One Team - One Dream” 
November 18, 2019 

 
President Tim Krueger called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the High School ITLC, room 122 with 
the Pledge of Allegiance recited.  Roll call was taken, all Board members were present, establishing a 
quorum.  Also present were Superintendent Jeff Mastin, HS/MS Principal Juli Gauerke-Peter, 
Elementary Principal Joy Redmann, Reporter, Casey Krautkramer.  Several staff and community 
members were also in attendance. 
 
Steve Janke made a motion, second by Jessica Frahm  to approve the minutes of  October 28, 2019 
regular board meeting as presented.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
No comments from visitors. 
 
President Krueger acknowledge Dale & Tracy Westfall for receiving a distinguished community service 
award from WADA.  Tommy Ellenbecker,  on behalf of the Knights of Columbus presented a $345.15 
check to the Special Education Department from their recent Tootsie Roll Fundraiser.  Joy Redmann 
introduced Valerie Murray, Athens Credit Union, who presented a check for $2,000 to be put into the 
Elementary playground fund and a $250 check presented to the Athens School District Wellness 
Committee. Julie Gauerke-Peter also acknowledge that Jonathan Nowacki placed 10th in state 
cross-country competition, and that Lauri Heier also received an award from WADA for her support of 
local athletics. 
 
There were no minutes to share from the Marathon County Children with Disabilities Education Board 
meeting. 
 
Shanon Peel reported on the monthly  CESA 9  meeting she attended. 
 
Mrs. Redman reviewed activities at the elementary school, including student learning, community, 
communication with parents, staff development and facility maintenance work completed.  She reported 
on the results of the Elementary state report card and that it exceeds expectations.  She also 
acknowledged the YES group for their involvement with the school 
 
Mrs. Gauerke-Peter reported on activities at the middle/high school level including students, community 
involvement, communication and staff development.  She reported on the results of the Middle and High 
school state report card results that have improved and meets expectations.  She also acknowledged 
Veteran’s Day assembly, YA Day Career Fair held at NTC and the Infinite Campus workshop that 
Nathan Brost, Cheryl Strunk, Beth Stienke and Dan Nowak will be attending and Honors Choir with 
three participants, Aaron and Andrew Hartmann and Edison Marohl.  She also thanked the Sonnentag 
Foundation for their donation of $3,000 for the Industrial Tech Program.  
 
Mr. Mastin reviewed the state report cards at the District level, which exceeds expectations.  He also 
informed the Board of the district webpage to order Bluejay apparel, Forward Bank will be sponsoring a 
$5,000 half-court shot during a basketball game and Marshfield Clinic sponsoring a health care contact 
for staff. 
 
Dan Nowak presented the list of dual credit  and college level courses for 2019-2020 for the Board to 
approve.  He also presented some options for students to receive an alternative high school diploma and 
presented a layout to meet our core standards and graduation requirements. 
 



Mr. Mastin presented the proposed school forest project.  He recommended that the Board approve to let 
Pat Schriener thin the forest out for our future needs. 
 
A Lease Easement Agreement from the Village was presented to have the Board approve to access our 
road to the well on the west side of the school.  It was the consensus to discuss this further with the 
Buildings and Grounds committee. 
.  
The Board received a schedule of the WASB State Convention which will be held in January. Please 
notify Bev as soon as possible if attending. 
 
The Board also received a calendar of the School Board Election for 2020.  All documents need to be 
filed by 5:00 pm on January 7, 2020. 
 
Mr. Mastin reviewed the status of the District Committees and reviewed the policy# 164  - Board 
Compensation and recommended changing the policies to waive payment for these committee meetings.  
 
Shanon Peel made a motion, second by Kenny Ellenbecker to approve the financial statement as 
presented by Bev Braun.  Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0. 
 
Jessica Frahm made a motion, second by Steve Janke  to approve bills for payment from check number 
63124 to 63272 as presented.  Roll call vote, Tom Ellenbecer  abstained from check # 63181,  motion 
carried 7-0. 
 
Jessica Frahm made a motion, second by Shanon Peel to approve the dual credit/college level courses as 
presented.  Voice  vote.  Motion carried. 
 
Kenny Ellenbecker made a motion, second by Tom Ellenbecker to approve the alternative high school 
diploma options as presented.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 
Steve Janke made a motion, second by Shanon Peel to approve the thinning of the school forest by Pat 
Schreiner as presented.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 
No action taken on the renewal of the lease agreement. 
 
Kenny Ellenbecker made a motion, second by Steve Janke to approve the appointment of Bev Braun to 
serve as Deputy Clerk for the 2020 School Board Election.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 
Shanon Peel made a motion, second by Jessica Frahm  to adjourn to Closed Session Under Wisconsin 
Statutes 19.85 (1)(c),(e),(f) and (g) to consider specific personnel matters; and to consider financial, medical, 
social, or personal histories or disciplinary data of specific persons, which if discussed in public would be likely to 
have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any such person.  Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0. 
 
Julie Guenther made a motion, second by Tom Ellenbecker to reconvene to open session to take action as to those 
matters addressed in closed session.  No action was taken. 
 
Steve Janke made a motion, second by Jessica Frahm to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 
9:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jessica Frahm, Clerk 
Beverly Braun, Recording Secretary 


