
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ATHENS 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

“One Town - One Team - One Dream” 
December 16, 2019 

 
President Tim Krueger called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the High School ITLC, room 122 with the Pledge 
of Allegiance recited.  Roll call was taken, all Board members were present, establishing a quorum.  Also present 
were Superintendent Jeff Mastin, HS/MS Principal Juli Gauerke-Peter, Elementary Principal Joy Redmann, 
Reporter, Casey Krautkramer.  Several staff and community members were also in attendance. 
 
Julie Guenther made a motion, second by Jessica Frahm  to approve the minutes of  November 18, 2019 regular 
board meeting as presented.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
No comments from visitors. 
 
Mr. Mastin read an email from Sandi Szafranski from CESA 9 with positive comments about Mrs. Dee Brewster. 
The Wellness Committee was also recognized for their work with school staff. 
 
The Board reviewed the minutes  from the Marathon County Children with Disabilities Education Board 
November 21, 2019 meeting. 
 
Shanon Peel reported on the monthly  CESA 9  meeting she attended. 
 
Mrs. Redman reviewed activities at the elementary school, including student learning, community, 
communication with parents, staff development and facility maintenance work completed.  Activities included the 
Christmas concert, professional development workshops and the SLATE conference attended by various staff 
members. 
 
Mrs. Gauerke-Peter reported on activities at the middle/high school level including students, community 
involvement, communication and staff development.  Activities included the Christmas concert, student field 
trips, Santa’s workshop and the induction of Cliff Ange to the Athens Wrestling Club Hall of Fame. 
 
Mr. Mastin reported on the elementary Christmas Program and recognized our Choral Director, Mr. Adam 
Triebold and our Band Director, Mr. Sam Puffer for their work with the students. He also thanked Mary Hessefort 
for coordinating the staff holiday celebration at “On The Square”.  He informed the Board of the suggestion boxes 
that were put up in the schools, MCSE is continuing discussion of the budget shortfall and that Marshfield Clinic 
will implement a health care app to assist our staff with health care issues.  He also thanked Nathan Brost, 
Technology Support Specialist for his time and effort correcting our network security attack. 
 
Mrs. Redmann and Mrs. Gauerke-Peter reported on the recent safety drill.  The process went well, but both 
buildings did have problems with the radios.  Mr. Mastin also stated that an exterior lock box will be placed on 
the campus of both buildings for emergency use.  
 
Mrs. Redmann presented three options for hiring an additional third grade long-term substitute teacher for the 
Board to select from.  It was recommended that option 1 would be the best fit. 
 
Mr. Mastin presented the 2020-2021 school calendar for the Board to approve.  He explained the changes from 
the current calendar to this one, which eliminated the half days for students, and will extend each class period a 
minute, move graduation date to the weekend before Memorial Day, and the last day of school will be before 
Memorial Day. 
 
Mrs. Gauerke-Peter reviewed the 2020-2021 Athens High School Educational Planner for the Board to approve as 
presented by Dan Nowak. 
 
 



Mr. Mastin updated the Board on the status of the School Forest Project, Schlegel Street repairs and the Well 
Easement Agreement with the Village.  The Buildings and Grounds Committee will schedule a meeting with the 
village to discuss this further. 
 
The Board reviewed the WASB Resolutions and made suggestions to President Krueger as what to be in favor of 
at the convention. 
 
The school board requested that a meeting be scheduled at the end of the school year to review the District 
Committees proposed plans. 
 
The Board reviewed the first reading of Policy # 164- Board Compensation with recommended changes. 
 
Kenny Ellenbecker made a motion, second by Shanon Peel to approve the financial statement as presented by Bev 
Braun.  Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0. 
 
Jessica Frahm made a motion, second by Tom Ellenbecker  to approve bills for payment from check number 
63273 to 63420 as presented.  Roll call vote,  motion carried 7-0. 
 
Shanon Peel made a motion, second by Steve Janke to approve the contract for Dustin Dahlke for the Middle 
School Wrestling coach as presented.  Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0. 
 
Jessica Frahm made a motion, second by Kenny Ellenbecker to approve the third grade long-term substitute 
position, option 1 as presented.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 
Tom Ellenbecker made a motion, second by Kenney Ellenbecker to approve the 2020-2021 school calendar as 
presented.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 
Jessica Frahm made a motion, second by Shanon Peel to approve the 2020-2021 high school course offerings as 
presented.  Voice  vote.  Motion carried. 
 
Shanon Peel made a motion, second by Kenney Ellenbecker to approve the 8th grade graduation date of May 27, 
2020.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 
Steve Janke made a motion, second by Kenny Ellenbecker to approve the 8th grade field trip request to Minnesota 
on May 28, 2020 as presented.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 
Jessica Frahm made a motion, second by Shanon Peel  to adjourn to Closed Session Under Wisconsin Statutes 
19.85 (1)(c),(e),(f) and (g) to consider specific personnel matters; and to consider financial, medical, social, or 
personal histories or disciplinary data of specific persons, which if discussed in public would be likely to have a 
substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any such person.  Roll call vote, motion carried 7-0. 
 
Kenny Ellenbecker made a motion, second by Tom Ellenbecker to reconvene to open session to take action as to 
those matters addressed in closed session.  No action was taken. 
 
Steve Janke made a motion, second by Julie Guenther to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jessica Frahm, Clerk 
Beverly Braun, Recording Secretary 


