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Brief History:
Failed Bonds for a new middle/high school:  11/2018 and 02/2019

Applied for the Small Schools Modernization grant in 10/2019.  We requested 
around $3.5 million for plumbing modernization, a new roof on the high school, 
Lighting improvements and to replace doors and windows.

The Apollo Solutions Group estimated those costs to be:

Plumbing:  Between $1,240,400 and $1,584,900
TPO Roof:  Between $1,230400 and $1,572,100
LED Lighting: Between $462,600 and $532,000
Windows and Doors: Between $181,200 and $231,500
None of these address the heating system or electrical and technology upgrades.



Brief History continued:
We were not awarded the Small Schools Modernization grant.

One of our local representatives in Olympia set up a meeting in Olympia with two 
employees at OSPI.  They told her that we were not given the grant because our 
building was built in 1966 and it would not be cost effective to sink millions into it.

Members of the state legislature are willing to go after a “Distressed Schools” 
grant for Republic.  The idea is that if we can pass a certain local share to build a 
new school the state would fund a much higher percentage than normal matching 
funds. The numbers we discussed were 25% local share, 75% state share.



Possible Next Steps:
If the legislature passes a distressed school grant it will likely be tied to passing a 
bond at the end of April, 2020.  The legislative session begins January 13 and is a 
60 day session.  A resolution from the board would need to be passed before the 
end of February at the latest.  

Options (maybe there are others?):

1. Plan on running a bond for $4.7 million (this isn’t a firm number yet, but close)
2. Run a capital projects levy or series of levies to fix our major issues.
3. Do nothing (the building will likely fail at some point, there will be no financial 

help available from the state)



Capital Levy information:

Requires 50% voter approval to pass.

Term length is 6 years or LESS.

Money collected does not come in immediately.  It starts being collected in the 
following calendar year after passage.  If the levy is for a 4 year period, the district 
will collect ¼ of the levy in each of the following 4 calendar years as people pay 
their property taxes.



Capital Levy Rates per $1000 of assessed value
Sample rate for a Capital Levy:

$2,000,000 for 4 years (collect $500,000 for the 4 calendar yrs. following passage
$1.50, $1.47, $1.44, $1.41 
(the decrease would occur if total assessed value goes up in the district)

$2,000,000 for 6 years (collect $333,333 for the 6 calendar yrs. following passage

$1.00, $.96, $.96, $.94, $.92, $.91



Bond information:
A Bond requires a 60% approval rate by voters.

Terms can go out to 30+ years.

The money is available shortly after passage. (This process isn’t immediate, but 
the total dollar amount does become available “up front” and is fairly quick).

Matching money from the state is available for both remodeling and building new.

*If we receive a Distressed Schools grant, the money would only be available for 
building a new school.



Bond rates per $1000 of assessed value
Sample Bond rates for different terms (Bond of $4.785 million)

10 yrs:  $1.74 -----> $1.70 (goes down if the total assessed value goes up in the district)

15 yrs:  $1.14 -----> $1.14

20 yrs.:  $0.88 -----> $0.87



Community Input
The school district is seeking community input on options moving forward.

There will be two meetings in January. The same information will be shared at 
each meeting.  The purpose is to share any and all information the district has, 
and seek input from community members on what they want and are willing to 
support. 

January 9th at 5:30pm in the district board room.

January 14th at 5:30pm in the district board room


