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HOLYOKE CO -Silence filled the auditorium as Bobby Jones 

spoke to our junior and high school students.  A powerful 

story of his descent into addiction and the havoc that he 

encountered during that addiction was shared. He talked 

about the hardship he lived through within that addiction.  

Mr. Jones told the students about the decisions he began 

making in elementary school through his high school career 

and then into college that added up and one day those 

decisions demanded consequences that nearly ended his life. He was able to reach our students 

on a social/emotional level encouraging them to begin thinking about decisions they are making 

now and how impactful they can be on the future.  Mr. Jones stayed after the all school assembly 

and spoke with many students one on one.  Thankfully, he was able to come to our journalism 

class and we were able to interview him. He gave us all five steps to live by?

1. Figure out who you are as a person.

2. Don?t let your history define your destiny. 

3. Watch who you are hanging out with and cut out toxic people. 

4. Mentors are important - there are many who know more than we do. 

5. Give back.  Helping others and giving back can impact you more than getting. 

Since September 1, 2019, Mr. Jones has spoken to more than 15,000 kids.  While he knew he 

would not take another drink after his second stop in rehab, he did not feel like he had really 

found himself until he started sharing his story with kids.  ?I decided to be brave and tell my 

story and now kids everywhere are telling theirs.?



By Elly Brown

HOLYOKE CO- It?s almost that time of the year again where the Holyoke School  music programs 

get together to perform a 1-2 hour concert called Smorgasbord that will be held on March 3 

from 5:00-8:00 in the evening. Before the concert there is a meal that includes meat provided 

by Allen Robinson who is the owner of local barbecue restaurant, Happy Jacks. The meal also 

includes salads, multiple sides, coffee, tea, and desert. The tickets are $8.00 for adults and 

$6.00 for children. The tickets include the meal and the viewing of the whole concert. The 

tickets are sold by the band and choir students from Holyoke Elementary, Junior High, and High 

School. Make sure to get the tickets by February 21 because they are not sold any other time. 

Smorgasbord has been an annual school concert that has been held for almost 60 years. The 

school?s very own music board, composed of the student?s parents, is currently organizing 

Smorgasbord. Many people from Holyoke have attended Smorgasbord throughout the years 

and we?re hoping that more people keep on coming to support the young musicians. 

Sm orgasbord

7t h Grade Bank of  Colorado Tr ip
By Dahira Castillo



 Alec Sprague
St udent  Spot l ight s

By: Anna Hayes

I asked Emma Sprague which sports she has participated in this year and she told me that she 

has played basketball, volleyball, and she plans on being in 

track. Emma has been playing in club volleyball and she 

thinks it has been going well, but she has not been able to 

practice because she is sick and is injured as well. She 

really loved basketball and she is sad that it is over 

because she loved playing basketball and she loved her 

team as well. I asked Emma if she has been enjoying her 

seventh grade year, and she said seventh grade is hard 

and she feels like her brain is going to explode because of 

stress and drama. Emma plans on playing sports next year 

and she will participate in --the same sports. Emma is 

looking forward to her years at Holyoke High School 

because she is looking forward to succeeding in high school sports. She is excited to be in high 

school and get recognition for the sports she plays. 

Em m a Sprague

By Emma Sprague

HOLYOKE CO-Alec Sprague is a junior who has played basketball and track, and who is still going to 
continue to do these sports. Alec is also planning on 
still participating in FBLA as a senior. He really likes 
FBLA. He enjoys being a junior. It 's just a litt le bit 
stressful. The way Alec deals with school and all of his 
life together is he tries to get all of his school work 
done before he can get to his personal life. Alec likes all 
the people he does FBLA with because most of them 
are his friends. He doesn't really have a certain favorite 
thing about FBLA, it 's just the stuff and trips in general. 
Alec claims ?Nothing really specific I just like getting the 
chances to make good memories with my friends.? to 
my question ?Where is the best thing you've done for fbla and highschool??. He enjoys doing 
different things for FBLA, just like public speaking, he believes it helps you get more confident with 
yourself. Alec really enjoys FBLA because he gets to help people with stuff and be with his friends. 



By Karlie Martin

HOLYOKE CO- Mrs. Mosenteen is the ESL, English as a Second Language, teacher at HHS. She 

worked here for 10 and a half years and then left for a few. This year is her first year back and 

she is really enjoying being back. I asked her what got her interested in teaching ESL and she 

said that she always wanted to be a teacher and they needed someone bilingual. It was more 

circumstance than she wanted to do it but she loves it! If you know Mrs. Mosenteen, then you 

would know that she has two sons in the building. I asked her if it is weird having your kids in 

the same school and seeing them in the halls and she said that it 's a good 

weird but it 's nice to see them. I asked is it weird to be back teaching after 

you took a break for awhile and she said it?s kinda like riding a bicycle but 

she is settled in. The school has changed a litt le bit from the last time she 

worked here but most of it stayed the same. They still have amazing 

students, amazing teachers, and an amazing community. She is planning to 

stay as long as she can. 

NHS Induct ion

Mrs. Mosent een

By, Sawyer Sigler 

HOLYOKE CO- Last Wednesday, February 12, was the NHS (National Honor Society) 2020 induction. 

There are currently 12 previous NHS members, Shianne Willmon, President, Emily Jeldon, Vice 

President, Jacqueline Valenzuela, Secretary, Victoria Race, Treasurer, and Slaten Burris, 

Representative, and then, Brenna Gatton, Taylor Hale, Josephine Herman, Citlali Marquez, Tristen 

Roll, and Emily Trejo, are previous members of NHS. There 

are eight new inductees in the NHS and many more to 

come. In order to get into the NHS you have to maintain a 

GPA of at least a 3.5 on a 4.0 scale, and study for 

standardized tests, like the SAT or ACT. You need to be  

involved in school activities by participating in clubs, and 

take on leadership positions. Ethan Anderson, Joe 

Beckner, Traeli Hutches, Amy Mackay, Kylie Purkeypile, 

Rylee Schneller, Aaron Sierra, and Haley Van Overbeke all 

took on the challenge and successfully became a member on NHS. It takes a lot to be inducted into 

The National Honor Society but it is worth it after you get in. It is a very good thing if the letters 

NHS shows up on your application for college. NHS could not be possible without Mr. Stumpf, our 

superintendent, Mr. Walkinshaw, our principal, and Mr. Betly, the Advisor. Thank you to all of the 

people who help make The National Honor Society possible. 

Picture credit: Kelly Race



HOLYOKE,CO-Luis Chafino Recently won The 2A regionals. When asked how it felt to win 
regionals he said ?It was sick and was a large accompaniment for him and he wants to end the 
drought of not having a state champion in Holyoke. Luis Chafino wants to win like all of the 
other wrestlers. His current record is 15-1 and he wants to continue his winning streak. He first 
started to wrestle Because he started with a friend and he was good at it. He also dose football 
track and he may do baseball. he also may do baseball this year. The Dragon Times staff Wishes 
him good luck.  As we go to print, he will be competing in the quarterfinals. 

St at e Wrest l ing

By Areli Murillo 

HOLYOKE CO- Over the weekend the Holyoke High School swim team went to Veterans 

Memorial  Aquatic Center in Thorton. The girls that went to state swim were Rylee 

Schneller, Hailey Vanoverbeck, Traeli Hutches, and Lali Marquez. The team placed in four 

events at the state swim meet. For the 200 medley relay the girls got 19th place with a 

time of 2:05:50 minutes. For the 200 free relay the girls got 18th place with a time of 

1:49:06 minutes. For the 400 free relay the girls got 19th place with a time of 4:04:58 

minutes. Rylee Schneller got 13th place with a time of 1:13:76 minutes in her individual 

relay. So overall, there were three relays and one individual relay.  

St at e Sw im



By Grace Whisenhunt

GREELEY CO-  

We all know that cancer is a very big issue. We have been trying to find a cure for years. 

Scientists at the University of Northern Colorado believe that snake venom could be a possible 

cure for cancer. They believe that the venom works as therapeutic medicine. People have been 

using snake venom for medicine for years to cure things such as high blood pressure all over the 

world. Although, the scientists are not completely sure that the venom is completely safe for the 

public quite yet.  There is a lot of proof supporting the snake venom. There are still downsides, 

though

Snow Shoe Racing
By Estrella Quintana

 HOLYOKE CO - 

Have you ever heard such a thing as on snowshoe racing, and at 10,000 feet above sea level? 

During Feb. 28 - March 1.  The Colorado Mountains in College Leadville, will be hosting the 2020 

U.S. National Snowshoe Championships. You would have to make sure you will be able to be doing 

the race, so nothing harmful could happen, like if you have asthma or trouble with your lungs. 

Running with snowshoes is way more difficult than running on the road with ice. The races will be 

held on a Nordic trail system at Colorado Mountain College's Leadville campus. Race Director, 

Darren Brungardt, said ? It?s going to be a litt le easier than most snowshoe races that I have done 

because it?s all groomed.? Just wonder if a runner who runs an average of 8-10 minutes per mile on 

a road race, they will run 10-15 minutes per mile in snowshoes. Although it?s very hilly, you'll get 

some warmth running down the hill, once you hit the half mile you will be going to 9,900 feet up 

and you'll reach the highest point which will be the 10,200. Make sure to go well dressed and have 

fun. 

Break ing News

Cure for  Cancer?



By Katelyn Kropp

HOLYOKE CO- Our current leader in office, Donald J. 

Trump is coming to Colorado Springs February 20th of 

2020. The president will hold a Keep America Great Rally. This is just one of the many 

stops he has taken through this journey. At his speech, he will be talking about why 

you should vote for him in the 2020 election. And talking about his progress as the 

leader of the United States over the past 4 years of his term. Many people come to 

listen to this speech. During his last speech in Phoenix, Arizona he won over the talking 

about how he wants to make The United 

States of America a safe nation for people to 

live in. Colorado Springs prepares for the 

arrival of Donald Trump by begging to close 

many roads. The Colorado Springs Police 

Department and El Paso County Sheriff?s 

Office also be escorting the president to the 

arena. They are expected to arrive at 4:00 

p.m. but the road closure is expected to 

begin a while before to completely clear the 

roads and all traffic. The school district, 

Harrison School District Two will be 

dismissed at noon. All busses will run at the 

dismissal time and parents are asked to pick 

their kids up right before then. 

Trum p Rally



FFA Week

What is FFA? FFA is a club that supports education in 
agriculture. Tuesday, was drive your tractor to school. 
Wednesday, was the teacher appreciation breakfast. It 
consisted of pancakes and bacon donated by the Kleve family 
farm. Thursday, During Icap will be the Ag olympics/pep rally 
and also kiss a pig. Friday is always the highlight of FFA week, 
the FFA members bring animals for the Elementary students 
to see. The look on the kids faces when they get to experience all the animals is unforgettable. 
The FFA pep rally was awesome with the Ag olympics where two people from each grade come 
together to compete. The winner for the best dressed farmer was Isaiah Rueter. FFA week has 
been a blast like always. Look below for some highlights of FFA week. 



Happening in Dragon Count ry
By Layna Wear

Monday 2/24 - Teacher Inservice/No School

JH WR LPAA Tournament @ Holyoke 2 pm $3 Students/Senior Citizens 

(60 or older) & $5 Adults

Tuesday 2/25 - Lunch @ the elementary building - Grilled Cheese & 

Tomato Soup

HS BB Districts 1st Round @ Holyoke #4 Holyoke Boys vs #5 Wiggins 6 

pm $5 K-12 Students/Senior Citizens & $7 Adults

Wednesday 2/26 - Lunch @ the elementary building - Beefy Bean & 

Cheese Tomato

Thursday 2/27 - Lunch @ the elementary building - Chicken w/ Mashed 

Potatoes and Gravy

Fr iday 2/28 - Lunch @ the elementary building - Lasagna Pasta Bake

HS BB Semi District @ NJC 3 pm #1 Holyoke Girls vs Wray/Wiggins 

winner $5 K-12 Students/Senior Citizens & $7 Adults

Sat urday 2/29 - HS BB Finals District @ NJC 4 pm 3rd place games 7 pm 

Championship games $5 K-12 Students/Senior Citizens & $7 Adults
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