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August 2, 2022 
 
SAFETY UPDATE LETTER 
 
Dear #158Strong Community, 
 
As we near the start of school, I would like to provide an update on important new safety initiatives being 
implemented in Lansing School District 158.  As you are aware, a new School Resource Officer (SRO) – 
Det. Jennifer Lewis – has been hired in partnership with the Lansing Police Department.  Det. Lewis has an 
office at Memorial Junior High School and will travel to all five of our campuses each week using a marked 
police vehicle.  She will fulfill the duties of our previous Traffic Safety Officer; respond to emergency and 
student discipline situations; attend school events; facilitate educational safety programs like DANGER; 
serve on the District Crisis Team; conduct building walk-throughs, home visits and wellness checks; engage 
and establish relationships with students and families; represent the District at court proceedings and 
disciplinary hearings; participate in safety drills; and help improve the overall security of our schools. 
 
Additionally, District 158 is installing new high definition video surveillance cameras throughout our 
schools – including in all of the common areas like gyms, cafeterias, libraries, hallways, and front offices.  
Our administrators and the SRO will have access to this system in order to monitor, supervise, and address 
security issues when they arise.  This includes situations with unruly and disruptive guests, who may 
receive police citations and/or no trespassing orders if demonstrating disorderly conduct.  The District has 
also added a BluePoint Alert System in our buildings that will function like a fire alarm for police.  This 
system will allow for immediate emergency notification in the event of a serious crisis and should be 
treated like calling 9-1-1.  Students who set off false alarms of the BluePoint Alert System may be subject 
to substantial disciplinary consequences including suspension, alternative placement, and/or expulsion. 
 
Finally, a few communications have gone out recently about all students using clear backpacks for the 
2022-2023 school year.  This is an important safety measure similar to what other schools and public 
venues have implemented, particularly those that do not have metal detectors.  Last year, an unloaded gun 
was found in the conventional backpack of a student at one of our schools and we need to take steps to 
prevent similar situations from occurring in the future.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause 
families who have already purchased backpacks for the new school year.  Every child in District 158 will 
be given a clear backpack free-of-charge.  These are sturdy items that have been tested by our staff and are 
sold specifically to schools for student use.  If a clear backpack needs to be replaced, the cost is $18.00. 
 
Clear backpacks will be distributed to primary center and elementary school students during the Open 
Houses on Tuesday, August 16 and junior high students on Wednesday, August 17 during the first day of 
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school.  More information will be shared by each principal.  Those who bring conventional backpacks into 
our buildings during the regular school day will have them confiscated, searched, and returned to families.  
Repeat offenses may result in progressive disciplinary consequences, including intervention by the SRO.  
Small bags, purses, lunch boxes, and similar items may be kept inside the clear backpacks but keep in mind 
that these items are subject to search and confiscation by school staff.  It is our hope that this initiative will 
improve safety, deter criminal activity, reduce the need for searches, and decrease student discipline. 
 
You are welcome to contact the office of your child’s school with questions, comments, or concerns.  I wish 
all of our stakeholders an enjoyable rest of the summer.  With the challenges encountered during the 
previous school year, it is paramount that we continue to work together as a community to implement new 
safety measures in our schools.  We look forward to welcoming everyone back in another two weeks. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Nathan S. Schilling, CSBO 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lansing School District 158 


