
Ninth-grade 
Woodshop students 
showed their eighth-
grade peers what 
cool things they 
can do if enrolled in 
“woods” class.

Eighth-graders get a glimpse of career  
pathways during CTE Day
Playing a welding simulator game, testing 
different foods, watching woodshop 
demonstrations, and calculating their body 
mass index were just a few of the activities 
Hiawatha eighth-graders recently enjoyed 
during the Career & Technical Education 
(CTE) Day. 

The second annual event – which was 
primarily run by high school students 
– was a way to introduce the middle-
schoolers to the CTE program and 
encourage them to begin thinking about 
which specific career pathway they would 
like to take as freshmen. 

“I think CTE Day is important because it 
showed the eighth-graders different ways 
they can get involved in high school that 
will help them succeed in a future career,” 
said 10th-Grader Sidney Johansen. 

 Sophomore Dalton Simmer added: “This 

SCENE 415

event also gives hands-on experience for 
each career cluster.”

Hiawatha High School (HHS) currently 
offers six career pathways: Finance, 
Marketing, Health Science, Power 
Structural and Technical Systems, 
Comprehensive Agricultural, and 
Construction and Design. And it will be 
adding two new pathways – Teaching/
Training and Early Childhood Development 
and Services – next year, said Kathy 
Lindstrom, business education and CTE 
teacher.

“The main goal for CTE teachers at 
Hiawatha High School is to help all 
students achieve the objectives of 
the Kansas College and Career Ready 
Standards through authentic, applied 
learning experiences,” she said. “The CTE 
classes are a driving force for the success 
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be able to safely 
navigate them. 

If the schools 
are closed, the 
information will 
be communicated 
through: 

• Local news media 
outlets (radio, TV)

• The district 
website

• An email to 
parents

• The district’s 
social media 
channels

Generally, the decision to close the schools will happen the 
night before; however, this isn’t always possible. If the weather 
is forecasted to change later in the day, the timeline will be 
determined by the current conditions and hourly forecasts and an 
early dismissal may be necessary. If this happens, the district will try 
to serve students lunch first. 

The decision to cancel school, have a later start time or dismiss early 
is based on safety. It is never based on the number of available snow 
days – or whether the schools would have to make up the missed 
day.  

“I would’ve never thought that one of the most stressful situations 
I would encounter as superintendent would be based on the 
weather,” Moser said.   

Superintendent’s message
With the second half of the school year fully underway, I want to continue 
discussing the strategic goals the USD 415 Board of Education adopted a little 
over a year ago – which reflect the district’s beliefs and priorities.

This month, I would like to highlight the Board goal area related to our facilities. 
As some of you may know, one of the topics at the January Board meeting was 
long-range facilities planning. 

As part of this, USD 415 is working with a consulting service to study our current 
facilities situation – to better plan for our future needs. The scope of this study includes space, conditions, 
infrastructure, demographics (current and future) best practices, education trends, and community vision. 

Additionally, while our 2015 bond issue addressed several components of safety and security around the 
district, we continue to enhance our efforts through maintenance and refinement of mechanical systems, as 
well as through staff and student training. 

The older I get, the more I find myself thinking of the schools of my past. At times, my lens presents a picture 
of better times. Other times, I find myself amazed at how far we have come. 

Regardless of which perspective, it is easy to see that our schools, along with schools across the country, have 
undergone numerous changes, as education is ever-changing. 

With this in mind, USD 415 will work to develop a long-range plan to maintain our current facilities and to 
prepare for any changes in the future.  

Lonnie Moser 
Superintendent

What to know when the weather outside 
turns frightful

Mar. 18 | STUCO 
Blood Drive, 9 a.m.  
to 2 p.m.
Recycle yourself! Donate blood 
at the district blood drive. 
Open to the public. Please 
check in at the Hiawatha High 
School office on arrival.  

Mar. 4-5 | Par-
ent-Teacher Confer-
ences, begin 4 p.m. 
Students do better in school when 
parents get involved. Attending 
Parent–Teacher Conferences is one 
way to be involved and help your 
child succeed. Please check with 
your student’s teacher if you have 
not yet signed up! 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE

Mar. 6-13 | No 
School & Spring 
Break 
Friday, March 6, there is no school 
because it is a teacher COMP day. 
Spring break is Monday, March 9, 
through Friday, March 13. Enjoy your 
time off from school! 

Kansas natives know if they don’t like 
the weather to just wait and it will 
change – with blue skies and sunshine 
quickly changing to ice and snow, 
even in late March. 

When the weather turns from bad to 
worse, the district may have to call 
a snow day. And while the number 
of snow days can vary from year to 
year, the loss of school days because 
of inclement weather is a normal 
occurrence. 

To help prepare for those days when 
the weather is less than ideal, the 
district takes several steps before 
deciding to close school, start it later, 
or dismiss students and staff early. 

First, Superintendent Lonnie 
Moser begins his weather watch 
– looking at hourly forecasts and 
weather models – 24 hours prior to 
anticipated weather issues. He also 
works closely with the Transportation 
and Maintenance Departments to 
determine how much of an impact the 
weather will have, based on current 
and projected forecasts. 

Additionally, Moser and other district 
personnel will drive the bus routes 
to determine whether the buses will 

When the weather turns cold, these Hiawatha 
elementary school students get bundled up to keep 
smiles on their faces! 

You can help in our planning by becoming a member of our Virtual Citizens 
Advisory Group (VCAC). Members of this group agree to complete a very short 
questionnaire every few months. The district will utilize this information for 
planning and refinement purposes. If you are interested in participating in the 
VCAC, please email Joni Sheldon at jsheldon@usd415.org.



AROUND THE DISTRICT

Karl Kliewer, high school math teacher, was selected as 
Teacher of the Month for January. Mr. Kliewer will drive a 
vehicle from Hiawatha Ford for the month of February. 
Thank you Hiawatha Ford for your continued support! 

Students who have outstanding kindness 
or good behavior get awarded with a 
coupon and then put in a drawing for a 
special lunch period. Superintendent Lonnie 
Moser congratulates the recent group of 
elementary students who were recognized.

Hiawatha Schools 
USD 415 
706 First Street 
Hiawatha, KS 66434 

(785) 742-2266 
hiawathaschools.org

Continued from the cover.

High school students demonstrate how to create a design 
and press a shirt.

of improving outcomes for all students. The first step 
in doing this is by exposing the eighth-grade students 
to what we have to offer them when they become 
freshmen.”

Each HHS pathway has specific classes that are broken 
down into three levels: Introductory, Technical and 
Application.  

“Students are able to enroll in classes that fit their interest 
needs or class schedule,” Lindstrom said. “The goal is for 
the student to become a ‘completer,’ which means he or 
she has taken a class in each level.”

Students can only be completers in one pathway, but 
they can take classes in other pathways that are offered 
to expose them to different career interests.  

In addition to helping the eighth-graders explore 

different pathways, CTE Day was an opportunity 
for the high school students to use their skills 
outside of the classroom. 


