
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

May 9, 2016 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 

Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Wayne Gibson presiding.  Other 

directors present were Vicky Dobson, Chris Lutman, and Keith Smith.  Directors Susan 

Turbeville and Todd Whatley were absent.  Also attending was Supt. Jim Tucker, Shirley 

Billingly, Rhonda Simmons, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris.   

 

Mr. Gibson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 

meetings held April 11 and April 21.  On a motion by Vicky Dobson, seconded by Keith 

Smith, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:01 p.m., the minutes were approved. 

 

Shelley Pruitt reviewed the monthly bills.  After a time of discussion and on a motion by 

Chris Lutman, seconded by Renee Skinner and carried on a 5-0 vote the bills were 

approved for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 

the business office.   

 

Mrs. Pruitt visited with the board regarding board consideration of a one-time non-

recurring salary payment of $700 for licensed staff and for classified employees to 

receive a 2.0 percent salary payment, up to $700. After a time of discussion and on a 

motion by Renee Skinner, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:02 

p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves a one-time non-recurring salary 

payment of $700 for licensed staff and for classified employees to receive a 2.0 

percent salary payment, up to $700.  

 

Student of the Month from Washington Middle School is Eli Chou.  Mr. Gibson stated 

that sixth grader, Eli is the son of Kirsten and Bryan Chou.  His Maker Lab teacher, Mr. 

Jig Patel said Eli excels academically in all of his classes.  Not only are his grades 

outstanding but he asks thought provoking questions and engages other students in 

critical thinking.  Furthermore, he is extremely respectful and hardworking.  More 

importantly he is always positive, caring, and joyful.  For example, his group for a project 

in Maker Lab gained a new member after almost half of their project was completed.  

Without hesitation, Eli showed what they had completed to the new student while also 

asking for the new student’s input on what they could do to improve the project. 

 

His principal, Mrs. Jody Vines said that Eli is just an incredible student, who is a joy to 

have at our school.  We are all very proud of Eli and so very pleased that he has been 

chosen for this honor.  Mr. Gibson presented Eli with a certificate from the board. 6:04 

p.m. 

 

Mr. Gibson introduced Sophia Anreder, Student of the Month from Barton Jr. High 

School.  He said Sophia is the daughter of Dr. Michael and Mary Anreder and in the 

seventh grade.  She is the big sister of Julia, who is in the fourth grade at Hugh Goodwin 

and Max, a second grader.  Sophia is the proud little sister of Alex Schexnaydre, who has 

already graduated. 

 

Sophia has a current grade point average of 4.0 and cumulative GPA of 3.75.  She is an 

important member of the Media Department with Mrs. Jill Humphreys.  Sophia was 

outstanding in the leading role in Barton’s school production of Annie. She is a member 

of Student Council and is currently campaigning for the office of Student Council 

president.  Sophia always has a smile on her face and a kind, friendly spirit with her 

fellow students and teachers.  Barton staff and students are pleased that Sophia is 

representing Barton as Student of the Month.  Mr. Gibson presented Sophia with a 

certificate from the board. 6:05 p.m. 

 

Tatianna Woods was recognized as the Classified Employee of the Month from the food 

services department but was not in attendance.  6:05 p.m. 

 



Mr. Gibson stated John Pruitt was chosen Classified Employee of the Month from the 

transportation department.  He said that John has been with the district since September 

2014.  Co-workers nominating him stated John is a fun guy to work with.  Kenneth 

Vaughn said that John is very dependable and when asked to help with any project, he 

does it willingly.  Debra Ludwig noted that John is helpful every time she calls his office.  

The transportation department often deals with students that get off at the wrong bus stop 

or maybe a little feisty one that just wants to push buttons – John handles those situations 

calmly and when needed, with a good sense of humor.  Another co-worker said John is 

level-headed and you can depend on him to help and make sensible decisions in all 

situations.   

 

Tim Zylks, transportation director said John has worked for over a year and a half and in 

that time has proven himself to be very dependable and a hard worker.  He learned his 

new job quickly and is an asset in assisting with CDL training.  We are grateful that John 

has chosen the transportation de3partment to share his work ethic and expertise.  Mr. 

Zylks and co-workers congratulate John on being chosen Classified Employee of the 

Month.  Mr. Gibson present John with a certificate from the board.  6:07 p.m. 

 

Ella Rhodes was recognized as the Teacher of the Month from Washington Middle 

School.  Mr. Gibson stated Ms. McClure received her Bachelor of Arts degree in 

sociology and history from Trinity University, graduating cum laude.  This is Ms. Rhodes 

third year of teaching fifth grade reading and English. 

 

Co-workers nominating her and her principal, Mrs. Jody Vines stated Ms. Rhodes is an 

amazing teacher who fully deserves this honor.  Her creative teaching ideas keep her 

literary classroom full of electricity.  She works tirelessly to come up with innovative, 

engaging, and thoughtful lessons for her students every day.  Ms. Rhodes strives to make 

sure her students get accurate feedback quickly, which is a difficult task for a teacher.   

She is always willing to share her ideas and lessons with fellow teachers.  Washington 

students love her fun personality and so does the staff!  Washington staff and students 

say, “Congratulations Ella Rhodes, we are so proud of you!”  Mr. Gibson presented Ms. 

Rhodes with a certificate from the board.  6:08 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gibson introduced Eliza McClure as Teacher of the Month from Barton Jr. High 

School.  Ms. McClure received her Bachelor of Arts degree, with honors, in English and 

history, from the University of Mississippi.  This is Ms. McClure’s second year of 

teaching Pre-AP seventh grade English and general English classes at Barton. 

 

Fellow co-workers and Mrs. Hill stated Ms. McClure plans lessons that have her students 

actively engaged through student centered discussions, activities, and projects.  Her 

lessons are unique, very well planned, and leave nothing to chance.  She strives to get her 

students actively involved in reading and works hard to find genres that even the most 

reluctant readers will enjoy.  She is involved in searching out the newest and most 

effective teaching strategies and works very well with her seventh grade team.  Ms. 

McClure wants her students to know how much she cares about them and they will 

frequently see her cheering them on at their games or at their musicals. 

 

Her principal, Mrs. Sherry Hill said Ms. McClure came to Barton via the Teach for 

America program and is staying with us past her original commitment – we are very 

happy about that!  Barton appreciates Ms. McClure’s dedication to her craft, her students, 

and her school.  Mr. Gibson presented Ms. McClure with a certificate from the board.  

6:11 p.m. 

 

Shawn Lamkin explained the state now requires special education directors to report to 

the school board by June 1 the special education assurances and agreements for school 

age services and certification regarding lobbying.  She said the documents determine that 

all funds for special education are used in accordance with laws, such as data is reported 

in a timely manner, transition services are provided for students, an extended school year 

is offered, and employees are highly certified.  Ms. Lamkin stated on December 1, 2015, 

there were 363 special education students in the district – about 30 more than the 

previous year.   

 



Ms. Lamkin said included in the June 1 timeline is the report regarding special education 

budgets for state equalization, Title VI-B, Medicaid, catastrophic, and ARMAC.   

Budgets as presented include:  Title VI-B, $1,213,013.61; Special Education State & 

Local, $1,950,592.63; Arkansas Medicaid Administrative Claiming (ARMAC), 

$135,297.37; Medicaid, $99,460.34 and Catastrophic, $92,004.78.  Salaries of the clerical 

staff, paraprofessionals, and contract speech, occupational therapy and physical therapy 

special education employees and other healthcare workers are paid with money from the 

special education budgets, along with bus drivers, aides, travel, district supplies, 

equipment and several other items.  On a motion by Renee Skinner, seconded by Chris 

Lutman, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:21 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the special education assurances 

and agreements for school age services and certification regarding lobbying and 

budgets for state equalization, Title VI-B, Medicaid, catastrophic, and ARMAC. 

 

Mr. Tucker said the track at Memorial Stadium is in need of being resurfaced. Bids 

received are as follows: 

 

                              Company              Total 

Beynon Track Company, Hunt Valley, Maryland 

 Surfacing                $121,550.00 

 

Hellas Construction Company, Austin, Texas 

 Remove and replace surface               $202,600.00 

 

He further explained the track is 20 years old and noted the City of El Dorado has agreed 

to take up the old track and replace drains.  He said the day after graduation the work will 

begin and if new asphalt is needed under the track, the cost will be approximately 

$65,000.  He recommended the resurfacing bid from Beynon Track Company.  On a 

motion by Vicky Dobson, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:25, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the bid of $121,550.00 from 

Beynon Track Company for resurfacing the track at Memorial Stadium. 

 

Mr. Tucker explained the need to appoint a district representative to the board of 

directors at the South Central Service Cooperative for the 2016-2017 school year.  In the 

past the superintendent has served in that capacity. On a motion by Renee Skinner, 

seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:26 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board appoints Supt. Jim Tucker as the district 

representative to the South Central Service Cooperative’s board of directors. 

 

Jody Vines reported at Washington Middle School a STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, the Arts and Math) lab was offered to all 720 fifth and sixth grade students  

during the school year.  She brought with her teachers and students that demonstrated as 

she explained how they built machines, including race cars, space vehicles, a jack-in-the-

box, and a dump truck.  She also discussed Mr. Jig Patel’s Maker Lab class, which is 

designed to introduce students to the hands-on use of different mechanical, electrical and 

digital technologies. Students have created a number of objects using recycled materials 

such as a working stop light created from cardboard, Dixie cups, duct tape, and Christmas 

lights. Karlee Harvey and D. J. Shults demonstrated an owl made out of these objects and 

Ms. Mary Millard explained how students learn, in three weeks, about circuitry.  Mrs. 

Vines reported on the school’s Big Apple Bash.  Students learned all about New York 

City and constructed boats, taxi cabs, and ferries that were used in races and 

demonstrations at the school.  Students were ready for the board members questions and 

gave demonstrations of items built in Maker Lab and for the Big Apple Bash.  Mrs. Vines 

said students will be presenting “The Lion King Jr.” at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. on Thursday at 

the El Dorado High School Auditorium.   6:43 p.m. 

 

Sherry Hill introduced teacher sponsors from Barton Jr. High’s robotics and engineering 

teams: Jill Humphreys, Tammy McCloy and Josh Kingrey.  They, along with their 



students, gave accounts of a recent University of Arkansas at Little Rock Engineering 

Olympics Junior competition where bridges were made with toothpicks and glue by 

Barton students, along with free standing structures.  Barton sent two of the 18 teams that 

competed in bridge building, critical thinking, and freestanding structure. Both teams 

placed in several categories. 

 

Teachers and students showed the board some of the creations designed for the 

competition and explained how they were made and talked about their experiences at the 

event.    Team One members included Alvin Gonzalez, Mace Nokes, and Ben Murphy in 

the bridge building portion; Lizzie Hotard, Kaylyn Fairris, and Katlynn Freeman in the 

free standing structure portion; and Chloe Caputo, Emily Huddleston, and Michelle 

Roberson in the critical thinking portion of the competition.  Team One received sixth 

place in bridge building, second place in free standing structure, and fifth place overall. 

 

Team Two members were Journey Moreland, Olivia Baker, and Akash Dod in the bridge 

building portion; Sydney Sprawls, Kendal Bonsall, and Abigail Thompson in the free 

standing structure portion; and Ella Langridge, Madalyn Lyons, and Hayden McDiarmid 

in the critical thinking.  They received fourth place in the bridge building, first place in 

free standing structure, and second place overall.  Students and teachers also talked about 

a Regional Autonomous Robotics Circuit Arkansas competition held in El Dorado this 

year.  The Barton team won first place in the Sumo wrestling style “robots battling 

robots.”  Team members coached by Jill Humphreys were Aiden Price, Everett Gati, 

Hayden McDiarmid, and Nathanael Marion.  The foundation for the competition was a 

robotics platform, either the LEGO Mindstorms or Parallax Boe-Bot.  For this 

competition, teams designed and programmed their robots to push their opponent out of a 

36-inch ring in a Sumo match.  All robots had to operate autonomously, without the aid 

of a remote control and had to meet design specifications associated with size and mass.  

Barton students also competed in a robotics competition in Bossier City, Louisiana – the 

only team from Arkansas to compete – and won third place in a field of 100 teams.  6:55 

p.m. 

 

Lexi Pope gave an update from the El Dorado High School’s Student Council.  She said 

in the recent election they have a new slate of officers, she was elected president, and 

classes will send new representatives in the fall.  Graduation is upcoming and the council 

is actively involved.  Academic Signing Day is May 13 and it is always exciting at EHS 

anticipating that event, she said.   Mr. Gibson thanked Lexi for the report.  6:59 p.m. 

 

Rhonda Simmons and Jeannie Strother reported to the board on the research and 

recommendation for Standards Based Grading.    Mrs. Simmons noted Standards Based 

Grading is a better way of reporting to parents and will start in the fall with kindergarten 

students, if approved by the board.  Partial literacy and math standards based report cards 

– to record progress on multiple standards instead of compiling all scores together for one 

letter grade – will be issued to the kindergarten students.  She said a three, two, and one 

grading scale instead of letter grades will be used.  Mrs. Simmons explained that students 

will be evaluated using grade-level rubrics or scoring guides.  Students learn at different 

rates so the rubric scoring allows a teacher to pinpoint where the student is on his or her 

way to mastering a standard.  The new grading system will provide a better way to report 

to parents what their student needs to know. 

 

Mrs. Strother said parents and teachers will see that it is a more precise way of grading.  

There will be a three on the new report card for math and literacy which would indicate 

that the student meets grade level expectation, a two means the student is progressing 

toward grade level expectation, and a one would mean the student is not progressing 

toward grade level expectation.  If a child does not receive a three on any standards in a 

nine-week grading period, he or she will be assessed again at the end of the next marking 

period.  Mrs. Strother said that kindergarten teachers are very excited knowing this will 

help keep all students on track and none left behind.  Mr. Tucker added that a lot of time 

and research has gone into this recommendation.  He said that he likes the fact that this 

grading system is more precise and teachers will have a better understanding of what a 

student needs in order to master standards.  On a motion by Keith Smith, seconded by 

Chris Lutman, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 7:15 p.m., it was 

 



RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves Standards Based Grading to begin 

with kindergarten students for the 2016 -2017 school year. 

 

Mr. Gibson stated baccalaureate for upcoming graduating seniors will be Sunday, May 15 

at 8:00 p.m. at the Municipal Auditorium and El Dorado High School’s graduation 

ceremony will be Monday, May 16 at 8:00 p.m. at Memorial Stadium. He also noted that 

the District Staff Retirement Dinner will be Tuesday, May 17 at 6:30 p.m. at the El 

Dorado Golf and Country Club.  7:17 p.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 

reconvened to an open meeting.  Keith Smith moved to approve the superintendent’s 

recommendations on personnel matters, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 5-0 

vote at 7:55 p.m., it was 

 

 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 

 recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the  employment 

 of new personnel. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

 

        


