
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
July 13, 2015 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Wayne Gibson presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Chris Lutman, and Susan Turbeville. Directors 
Renee Skinner, Keith Smith, and Todd Whatley were absent.  Also in attendance were 
Supt. Jim Tucker, Shirley Billingly, Shelley Pruitt and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mr. Gibson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the meeting 
held June 13.  On a motion by Vicky Dobson, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on 
a 4-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 6:01 p.m. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Chris 
Lutman, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 4-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment at 6:02 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file 
in the business office. 
 
Mr. Tucker and Mr. Gibson recognized Alice Mahony for her years of service on the 
Board of Education.  They thanked her for her dedication to the school district students 
and employees across the state.  It was noted that Mrs. Mahony was appointed by 
Governor Mike Beebe to a seven year term on the Arkansas Board of Education.  That 
appointment recently ended and she was described as committed, diligent, thorough, 
compassionate, and selfless.  Mr. Gibson named her achievements and listed the many 
boards and committees she has served on for a number of years.  Bonnie Haynie wrote 
that Mrs. Mahony has made it her job to make the lives of our students better through 
numerous educational and enrichment opportunities.  Mr. Tucker noted that Mrs. Mahony 
has a heart for children and education and will fight for what she feels is right.  Mr. 
Gibson presented Mrs. Mahony with a certificate of appreciation from the board. 6:15 
p.m. 
 
Mrs. Pruitt brought before the board the funds transfer from General Operating to the 
Building Fund, fund 3000, of $1.2 million in preparation of future construction projects 
and $6,883.76 to the Refunding Building Fund, fund 3013.  The $6,883.76 is a required 
transfer due to the refunding of debt.  After some discussion and on a motion by Chris 
Lutman, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 6:16 p.m., it was, 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the funds transfer of $1.2 million 
 from General Operating to the Building Fund and $6,883.76 to the Refunding 
 Building Fund. 
 
The board approved petition for transfer requests for three students to transfer into the El 
Dorado School District. 
 

 Phillip Lansdell visited with board about the insurance bids received for athletic/activities 
and voluntary student coverage for the upcoming school year.  Bids received were: 
 
 Health Special Risk, Inc., Commerce, Texas 

     •   Athletic: $11,115.00 
     •   Student: School time     $25.00  24 hour coverage     $94.00 

 
 Specialty Risk, Columbia, Missouri  

     •   Athletic: $11,700.00 
     •   Student: School time     $36.00  24 hour coverage     $85.00 

 
K & K Insurance, Fort Wayne, Indiana 

     •   Athletic: $12,875.00 
     •   Student: School time     $36.00  24 hour coverage     $134.00 

 
Student Assurance Services, Stillwater, MN 

     •   Athletic: $13,300.00 
     •   Student: School time     $14.00  24 hour coverage     $89.00 



 
Mr. Tucker recommended the board consider the bid of $11,115.00 for Athletic and 
Activities coverage from Health Special Risk, Inc.  He also recommended Health Special 
Risk, Inc. for the Voluntary Student coverage with bids for school time coverage of 
$25.00 and 24-hour coverage of $94.00.   On a motion by Vicky Dobson, seconded by 
Chris Lutman, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 6:19 p.m., it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves Health Special Risk, Inc.  for the 
 Athletic and Activities coverage of $11,115.00 and for the Voluntary Student 
 insurance for school time coverage of $25.00 and 24-hour coverage of $94.00. 
 
Mr. Tucker said the Union Property Committee, made up of Susan Turbeville, Vicky 
Dobson, and Todd Whatley have met and reviewed a proposal from South Arkansas 
Developmental Center for Children and Families, Inc and their ECCEL program. In 
visiting with this committee, Mr. Tucker said they are ready to bring a recommendation 
to the board for the ECCEL (Early Childhood Center for Excellence in Learning) 
program’s use of Union School.  SADCCF proposed the use of five of the seven 
buildings at Union School, as well as the baseball fields and playground area.  Initially 
the program for children ages three to five will be transferred to Union School.  In their 
proposal it was stated that should the need arise later, we could possibly need to serve 
infants and toddlers as well.  All five buildings will be used Monday through Friday for 
over one hundred children.  On Saturdays, the gymnasium and cafeteria would be used to 
serve over fifty adults with developmental disabilities.  SADCCF would like to use the 
five facilities on a long term basis.  After a time of discussion and on a motion by Chris 
Lutman, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 6:22 p.m., it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves South Arkansas Developmental 
 Center for Children and Families the use of five buildings, ballfields, 
 playgrounds, and gymnasium at Union School for their ECCEL program for 
 a lease term of ten years with two additional five-year options on the 
 anniversary date.    The lease  agreement will be on file in the district office and 
 with the district’s attorney, Matthew Shepherd. 
 
Mr. Tucker reminded board members that at the last board meeting they heard a 
presentation and were given a copy of the changes or additions to the Board & District 
Policies Handbook for 2015-2016 and needed their vote.  On a motion by Susan 
Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 6:20 p.m., it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the changes or additions to the 
 Board & District Policies Handbook for 2015-2016 as presented. 
 
Mr. Gibson stated the Arkansas School Boards Association’s annual membership 
payment is due but requires board action.  He noted the $100 increase this year, making 
the total due $2,300.00.  He and Mr. Tucker also explained the many benefits of this 
membership.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried 
on a 4-0 vote at 6:23 p.m., it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the renewal of membership to the 
 Arkansas School Boards Association for 2015 – 2016. 
 
Mr. Tucker discussed with the board the necessity of an increase in the field trip bus 
driver’s hourly pay.  Mr. Lutman said his wife is a bus driver and stated the need to be 
excused from the board discussion and vote.  Mr. Tucker stated with the three board 
members absent and Mr. Lutman having to leave the meeting, there would not be a 
quorum to vote on this and the next agenda items, which deals with a salary increase for 
district employee. Mr. Gibson noted the agenda items will be tabled until the board has a 
called meeting within the next week or two.  6:26 p.m. 
 
Mr. Gibson said the upcoming school election will be Tuesday, September 15.  In 
compliance with state law, the board needs to vote on the: Notice of Election, Notice of 
Polling Site, and a Resolution for Early and Absentee Voting to be filed with the Union 
County Clerk and the State of Arkansas.  Mr. Tucker said with the approval of the Union 



County Election Commission, voting will take place through early and absentee voting at 
the Union County Court House, County Clerk’s office.  On a motion by Susan 
Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 6:29 p.m., it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board approves the Notice of Election, Notice of Polling 
 Site, and a Resolution for Early and Absentee Voting for the upcoming school 
 election on Tuesday, September 15.    
 
Mr. Gibson said the Chamber of Commerce’s annual New Teacher Breakfast will be 
Thursday, August 6 at 7:30 a.m. at the El Dorado Golf and Country Club.  He stated the 
Opening Session for Licensed Staff will be Tuesday, August 11 at 8:00 a.m. in the Fine 
Arts Auditorium at El Dorado High School. 6:29 p.m. 
  
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, the 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris 
Lutman, and carried on a 4-0 vote at 7:16 p.m. it was 
  

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
      
 
 
 


