
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
February 9, 2015 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, Keith Smith, Susan Turbeville, and 
Todd Whatley.  Director Vicky Dobson was absent. Also attending was Supt. Jim 
Tucker, Shirley Billingly, Rhonda Simmons, Bonnie Haynie, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann 
Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held January 20.  Mr. Whatley noted a needed correction to the minutes of 
January 20, 2015.  On a motion by Todd Whatley, seconded by Chris Lutman, and 
carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes with correction were approved at 6:01 p.m. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Susan 
Turbeville, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were 
approved for payment at 6:02 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement 
are on file in the business office.   
 
Wayne Gibson introduced Zaveion Dismuke, Student of the Month from Washington 
Middle School.  Zaveion is a sixth grader in Mrs. Chelsey Turner’s class and the son of 
Sheadra Smith and Rodrick Dismuke.  Those nominating Zaveion for this honor stated he 
is a model student at Washington Middle School.  His teacher, Mrs. Turner said that he is 
always on task and works hard every minute of the day.  Zaveion is always willing to 
help anyone who is in need and he is the best ‘Go Noodle’ dancer EVER!  His principal, 
Mrs. Jody Vines thinks that Zaveion is a great student and an amazing role model for his 
classmates.  She said that Zaveion is very conscientious and so deserving of El Dorado 
School District’s Student of the Month.  Mr. Gibson presented him with a certificate from 
the board.  6:04 p.m.   
 
Mr. Gibson stated that Teacher of the Month is Patti Paulus.  Mrs. Paulus received her 
Bachelors of Science in Education from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville.  She 
also has twelve graduate hours in English as a Second Language from Henderson State 
University.  Her thirty-three years of teaching have all been in our district and she teaches 
reading, English, and social studies at Washington Middle School to our sixth graders.  
 
Mrs. Vines and teachers nominating her state Mrs. Paulus is a gifted teacher.  She uses 
her creative ideas to develop motivating lessons for her students each day in her English, 
reading, and social studies classes.  Students love Mrs. Paulus and co-workers appreciate 
her help in implementing new ideas in their classrooms.  Staff and students are proud that 
Patti Paulus is being recognized as Teacher of the Month.  Mr. Gibson presented her with 
a certificate from the board.  6:06 p.m. 
 
The board approved a petition for trhasfer request for a student to transfer into the El 
Dorado School District. 
 
Beth Sullivan district coordinator for the Gifted and Talented Program, presented a 
proposal to change screening for the program from kindergarten to first grade students.  
Mrs. Sullivan suggested the change to allow students additional time to develop a firmer 
foundation in literacy and math.  She said students will be screened at the end of the first 
grade and the 150 minute pull-out, when students are removed from the regular 
classroom to participate in the GT program will begin in the second grade.  After a time 
of discussion and on a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and 
carried on a 6-0 vote at 6:10 p.m., it was 
 
 RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves changing the screening for the 
 Gifted and Talented Program from kindergarten to first grade students. 
 
Sylvia Thompson, director of the El Dorado Promise, gave an update on the program 
stating the Promise began in January 2007 by Murphy Oil Corporation. El Dorado 
Promise students can attend any accredited two or four-year college or university in the 



United States.  The maximum amount of the Promise scholarship is based on the 
maximum resident tuition payable at an Arkansas public university. For 2014-2015, the 
highest tuition rate in the state was $7,889 for a student taking thirty credit hours per 
year.  El Dorado Promise students are currently enrolled in sixty-four different colleges 
and universities and have received degrees from thirt-seven colleges and universities 
throughout the United States.  
 
She explained that after the Promise was announced, new programs were put into place 
as early as kindergarten to ensure that students were aware of their opportunity to go to 
college and were academically prepared to enroll after their high school graduation.  Pre-
Advanced Placement classes now begin in middle school and students and teachers alike 
are demanding a more rigorous curriculum.  As a result, AP enrollment at El Dorado 
High School has increased from 147 students taking 227 AP tests in the 2005-06 school 
year to 328 student taking 560 AP tests in the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
Mrs. Thompson encouraged everyone to view Alex Jeffery’s film about the Promise that 
was featured at the 2014 Promise Conference in New Haven, Connecticut.   She said the 
film can be viewed on the website, www.ElDoradoPromise.com.  She also reported that 
several programs are planned each year to help parents and students prepare for college 
and receive all available funding.  Mrs. Thompson helps parents and students fill out the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FASFA) forms and has information to aid 
parents and students with additional expenses during their college education.   6:38 p.m. 
 
Debbie McAdams, administrator of the School Based Health Center, presented an update 
of the center that opened at Washington Middle School on September 2, 2014.  Mrs. 
McAdams said currently there are forty-four students and staff enrolled in physical health 
services, sixty-seven students and staff enrolled in dental health, and twenty elementary 
students receiving dental care which were identified through the Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital dental sealant program last November as having “urgent or early dental 
interventions that needed to be addressed.”  The Carl B. and Florence E. King Foundation 
has awarded the SBHC a $40,000 grant to use toward purchasing dental equipment, Mrs. 
McAdams said.  
 
Medical professionals at the center include Gianna Grant, a family nurse practitioner who 
is scheduled to complete her doctorate in nursing in May, and Taylor Everett, D.D.S., a 
family dentist.  Mrs. McAdams said Dr. Everett is conducting research with plans to 
provide a walk-in dental clinic for the public from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. on Thursdays at the 
center, after he sees students.  Mental health services are provided to students by the 
school district’s health provider along with DaySpring Behavioral Health Services, South 
Arkansas Regional Health Center, and South Arkansas Youth Services.   
 
Mrs. McAdams noted School Based Health Centers emphasize prevention, early 
intervention, and risk reduction.  She commended the board for understanding that not 
only is education a primary mission in the El Dorado School District, but that healthy 
children make teaching in the classroom easier and is a bonus to successful students.  
6:54 p.m. 
 
John Davis presented to the board the proposed 2015 – 2016 District Calendar for the 
board’s consideration.  Mr. Davis reported that members of the staff overwhelmingly 
voted in favor of the proposed calendar.  After a time of discussion, Mr. Tucker asked the 
board to consider the proposed calendar and vote in the March board meeting.  6:59 p.m.  
 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Wayne 
Gibson, and carried on a 6-0 vote 8:19 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.  
 

On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 
8:20 p.m., it was 
 

http://www.eldoradopromise.com/


RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the re-employment of the  
administrative staff and the literacy, math, and science chairs.  

                    
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       
       
 
 
 


