
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 

December 14, 2015 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 

Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Wayne Gibson presiding.  Other 

directors present were Vicky Dobson, Chris Lutman, Renee Skinner, Keith Smith, and 

Todd Whatley.  Director Susan Turbeville was absent.   Also attending was Supt. Jim 

Tucker, Rhonda Simmons, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris. 

 

Mr. Gibson asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 

meetings held November 9 and November 19.  On a motion by Chris Lutman, seconded 

by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Todd 

Whatley, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 6-0 vote, the bills were approved for 

payment at 6:01 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 

the business office.   

 

Mr. Gibson introduced Sarah Sprawls, Student of the Month.  Sarah is the daughter of 

Mike and Tobie Sprawls and a fourth grader at Hugh Goodwin Elementary School.  She 

is a true example of what we want all Gators to strive to be.  Sarah is a genuine little 

lady!  She is so thoughtful for someone her age and writes her teachers encouraging notes 

while in class!  She has impressed her teachers with her compassion for other people, 

even at such a young age. 

 

Sarah has made honor roll every nine weeks of her school career.  She is academically as 

well as creatively gifted.  She participates in Odyssey of the Mind and excels in the 

creative environment using her humor, acting and artistic abilities.  Sarah is a very well 

rounded student that will put a smile on your face when you see her.  With her wonderful 

work ethic and great attitude, she is a true example of a Hugh Goodwin Gator!  Students 

and staff are proud that Sarah Sprawls was chosen Student of the Month.  Mr. Gibson 

presented her with a certificate from the board.   6:04 p.m. 

 

Teacher of the Month is Karen Watkins.  Mr. Gibson stated Mrs. Watkins is married to 

Scott Watkins, executive Director of the South Arkansas Symphony and they have five 

children – all who attend or have attended El Dorado School District.  Mrs. Watkins 

received her Bachelor’s degree from Arizona State University in music education K – 12 

and her Masters from Northern Arizona University.  Prior to coming to our district she 

had eight years of teaching experience and this is Mrs. Watkins fifth year as music 

teacher at Hugh Goodwin Elementary School. 

 

Fellow co-workers nominating Mrs. Watkins stated she is always positive and 

encouraging to students and staff.  She logs countless hours on her own time preparing 

projects for Hugh Goodwin students.  Many of her weekends are spent on performances 

with the students.  During the school day you will not see Karen Watkins sitting down!  

She is always moving and shaking, while working on some project for the school or 

community.  Mrs. Reed stated that Karen Watkins always takes on a project with a smile 

and great attitude.  She is willing to go the extra mile for her students.  When Mrs. 

Watkins’ students were asked to describe her, they said she is awesome and one of the 

nicest teachers in our school.  Hugh Goodwin is thrilled that Mrs. Karen Watkins was 

chosen Teacher of the Month.  Mr. Gibson presented her with a certificate from the 

board.  6:06 p.m. 

 

Connie Reed, principal at Hugh Goodwin Elementary School reported that the school 

concentrates on literature, math and science and during the first semester this year, 

students in kindergarten through fourth grade have successfully completed over 15,000 

Accelerated Reading tests on books they have read.  Also during this school year the 

theme is a Dr. Seuss’ quote, “Oh the places you’ll go,” Mrs. Reed said.  The Dr. Seuss 

theme decorated the school in welcoming new and returning students at the beginning of 

school.  Third graders have sponsored grandparent’s day and read poems and stories and 

also sponsored a photo booth.   

 



Janice Riggs, math coach at Hugh Goodwin, said to provide a more stimulating math 

curriculum for students the Math Olympiad program has been implemented.  Students 

will enter five contests per year and complete against other Math Olympiad teams in the 

United States and from many foreign countries.  Math Olympiad is geared to stimulate a 

love for math, to introduce important math concepts, to teach major strategies for 

problem solving, to develop mathematical flexibility in solving problems, to strengthen 

math intuition and to foster mathematical creativity and ingenuity.  Mrs. Riggs brought 

three math students, Sarah Sprawls, Jade Hack, and Micah Singleton to explain a 

student’s view of learning math solving skills as a Math Olympiad team.   

 

Mrs. Reed added that during this semester students have focused on altruistic events and 

have filled shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, brought dog and cat food that they 

donated to the Union County Animal Protection Society, and raised $4,000 for the 

Arkansas Children’s Hospital.  A family literacy night was held this year and students in 

each grade level experienced a different country with foods and dress related to Mexico, 

Italy, China and Australia.  She showed a short video of the recent Veterans Day Parade 

that was held on November 11 at the school and students walked with family and military 

servicemen and veterans.  During the year, a University of Arkansas at Little Rock fossil 

display was exhibited at the school and Mike Means, with Creative Means, helped second 

grade students create a space shuttle and land rover.  The third and fourth grade choirs 

sang during the school’s holiday program and also at the Clinton Presidential Library in 

Little Rock.  Mrs. Reed said another school highlight was the presentation of the annual 

production of “The Nutcracker.”   6:23 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gibson introduced Claire Lavoie, secretary of the EHS Student Council. She 

explained that the council is currently preparing for their annual Mr. EHS Pageant, with 

the proceeds from the event to be donated to a charity.  As a senior, Miss Lavoie said her 

favorite things about the school are the wide variety of classes offered and the fact that 

she can meet and become friends with all sorts of students.  When asked by a board 

member what she would change about the school, she mentioned reinstating exemption 

cards for exams and she feels if teachers would become more involved with clubs it 

would improve the high school experience for many students.    6:28 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gibson introduced Katie Sandifer, Digital Media & Marketing Manager for the 

district.  Mrs. Sandifer began working for the district on September 21 and said one of 

her main duties in her new position is to inform everyone about the El Dorado School 

District opportunities for students and teachers.  Soon after coming on board she visited 

other school districts in the state with long time marketing and promotional efforts.  

Those districts offered valuable advice from their experiences.  She stated that currently 

in the works is a new campaign, “The El Dorado School District – the Promising 

Choice,” which will include new brochures and promotional and recruiting videos.  In 

addition to the El Dorado Promise, the district also prepares students to attend college by 

offering focus campuses for elementary students, pre-Advanced Placement classes 

beginning in the fifth grade, and numerous AP courses for high school students.  Mrs. 

Sandifer said she daily monitors the district’s social media sites, YouTube channel, and 

records data from those district sites.  She also plans to reorganize the district’s website to 

make it more user friendly.  

 

Brochures currently in the works will showcase all schools in the district.  When 

completed, the brochures will be distributed through the El Dorado Chamber of 

Commerce, the school district’s administration office, businesses in the area, and will be 

given to real estate companies.  Mrs. Sandifer stated the hope is for the brochures to be 

completed in January.  She added that another brochure, to recruit teachers for the district 

will be distributed through a number of different venues, including local job fairs.  Two 

videos are in the works, “The Promising Choice” will be created by Alex Jeffery, a 

graduate of EHS and a freelance filmmaker and photographer.  One video will promote 

the district and recruit and plans for the second video will include visiting all schools in 

the district and interviewing teachers, students, parents, and business leaders.  Mr. Tucker 

added ‘we need to tell our story’ and the videos should help do that and will be available 

for district staff to use for speaking engagements at local civic clubs, P.T.A. meetings, 

and where needed to recruit new students and staff.  6:40 p.m. 

 



The board approved the transfer of one student to the El Dorado School District and one 

student to Parkers Chapel School District.  6:41 p.m. 

 

The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 

reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Renee 

Skinner, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 8:06 p.m., it was 

 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 

recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 

of new personnel. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

       

 

 

  


