
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
November 10, 2014 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, and Keith Smith.  
Directors Susan Turbeville and Todd Whatley were absent.  Also attending was Supt. Jim 
Tucker, Rhonda Simmons, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meeting held October 13.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Chris Lutman, 
and carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:05 p.m., the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Chris 
Lutman, seconded by Vicky Dobson and carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:08 p.m., the bills were 
approved for payment.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file in 
the business office.   
 
Wayne Gibson read the proclamation for American Education Week which is November 
16 – 22, 2013. 6:10 p.m. 
 
The board approved two student transfer request to Smackover-Norphlet School District. 
6:11 p.m. 
 
Mr. Gibson introduced Sophia Meyer, Student of the Month.  Sophia is the daughter of 
Cindy and Bill Meyer and in the ninth grade at El Dorado High School.  Teachers 
nominating her stated:  Although quiet and reserved in class, when Sophia does speak she 
is very articulate and brings on exceptional perspective to the class discussions.  A 
consummate student, she is very attentive and works very hard at her studies, even as a 
freshman student.  This student goes above and beyond the call of duty.  She gives all her 
focus to the task at hand, asks questions for further understanding and is quick to help her 
peers, if needed.  She has attended almost every tutoring session available and 
continually turns in work on time. 
 
Her principal, Mrs. Reibe said Sophia is perfectly behaved and according to her teachers 
is an awesome student academically.  She has not been at El Dorado High School long 
enough to establish a grade point average but she had all A’s the first nine weeks, so she 
is off to a terrific start.  Many people in the community know Sophia through the South 
Arkansas Arts Center where she is heavily involved.  Mrs. Reibe noted – I, as well as 
others, particularly enjoyed her performance in Les Miserables this past year.  Sophia is 
fine tuning her fine arts skills at E.H.S. where she is in drama, the Oratorio Choir, and 
orchestra as well as pre-AP classes.  Mrs. Reibe said that she along with Sophia’s 
teachers think she is the ideal student and exemplary role model for others.  Mr. Gibson 
presented Sophia with a certificate from the school board. 6:11 p.m.   
 
Classified employee of the month from transportation is Oyama Williams. Mr. Williams 
has been with the district since 2009 working in the transportation department.  Those 
nominating him state he is always willing and has a heart for helping others.  Students 
refer to Mr. Williams as ‘Mr. Oyama’ and love when he subs on their route.  If a bus has 
to be taken out of town for repair – he is there to do it – which helps to not run the district 
short on using a daily route bus driver. 
 
His supervisor, Tim Zylks stated Oyama is someone I depend on heavily.  He works part-
time driving a bus and is one that I can call on at any time to help when another driver is 
absent – even at the last minute.  If I am driving a bus and need someone to supervise a 
bus situation, I can depend on Oyama.  He will often work with me to help correct a 
needed bus problem.  Mr. Zylks said Mr. Williams also helps him with duty at all varsity 
home football games.  Mr. Zylks noted that Mr. Oyama’s best attribute may just be his 
rib cooking.  His smoked ribs are great – if he would just bring some to the bus shop 
‘each time’ he cooks them!  Classified employees and transportation staff are excited that 
Oyama Williams was chosen classified employee of the month.  Mr. Gibson presented 
him with a certificate from the school board.  6:14 p.m. 



 
Teacher of the month from El Dorado High School is Ashlie Odom. Mrs. Odom received 
her Bachelor of Arts degree from Southern Arkansas University and has additional hours 
toward her Master of Arts degree.  Mrs. Odom began her teaching career in our district 
and this is her fifth year teaching English at the high school. 
 
Those nominating her stated:  Mrs. Odom is very specific and detailed in her 
assignments.  Students know their expectations and when it is expected to be turned in.  
She has good routines for all her procedures in class, is consistent, and fair when 
disciplining students.  Another said that Ashlie Odom is everything a teacher should be – 
creative, hardworking, and considerate of others.  She goes out of her way to plan 
activities and projects to engage her seniors.  She partners with Louisiana Tech 
University to help her high school students network with college students and get 
authentic feedback.  She is eager to help and support new and veteran teachers. 
 
One co-worker said:  I am in my fourth year working with Mrs. Odom.  She has grown 
tremendously in her teaching skills during this time due to her constant reflection of her 
content delivery and students expectations.  She continually tries new and innovative 
ways to engage her students to make sure they are college and career ready, chiefly by 
bravely implementing the Online Writing Partnership with her seniors and Louisiana 
Tech students.  She has taken on the responsibility of Junior Service League and working 
as a new teacher mentor despite being the mother of a preschooler and teaching five 
classes each day.  Mrs. Odom deserves recognition for her unrelenting efforts to support 
student success and improve her instructional practices.    
 
Mrs. Reibe said she has had the pleasure of watching Mrs. Odom grow as a first year 
teacher to an experienced, polished, and highly-regarded teacher.  It has been interesting 
to watch her build relationships with her students and colleagues.  Her willingness to try 
new things, to monitor and adjust, to ask for critical feedback, and to reflect on her own 
teaching practices has made her the teacher she is today.  Mrs. Reibe noted she 
appreciates Mrs. Odom more than words can express for her work ethic and the effort she 
puts into making students successful.  Mr. Gibson presented Mrs. Odom with a certificate 
from the school board.  6:17 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Skinner stated that each year the board elects a member to the delegate assembly for 
the December 10 - 12 Arkansas School Boards Association’s Annual Conference.  On a 
motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 6:18 
p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That board approves school board president, Renee Skinner to the 
delegate assembly of the Arkansas School Boards Association’s Annual 
Conference which will be held December 10 – 12, 2014. 

 
The board went into an executive session to discuss personnel matters, and then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Chris 
Lutman, and carried on a 5-0 vote at 7:05 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendation concerning the acceptance of resignations, the employment of 
new personnel  

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.   
   
 
 


