
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
May 12, 2014 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, Keith Smith, and 
Todd Whatley.  Director Susan Turbeville was absent.  Also attending was Supt. Bob 
Watson, Jim Tucker, Shirley Billingly, Rhonda Simmons, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann 
Voris.   
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meeting held April 21.  On a motion Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and 
carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:00 p.m., the minutes were approved. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills and discussed a one-time non-reoccurring salary 
payment for licensed and classified employees.  Shelley Pruitt stated after some serious 
searching in the budget by the administrative staff it was determined that revenues will be 
higher than had been expected, due in part to more delinquent taxes being collected and 
some expenditures coming in less than had been budgeted.  She said, “We want to invest 
our money in our people.”  After some discussion and on a motion by Keith Smith, 
seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 7:01 p.m., the bills were 
approved for payment and the board approved the one-time non-reoccurring salary 
payment of $600 for licensed staff and classified employees will receive a 1.791 percent 
salary payment, up to $600, on their next check.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial 
statement are on file in the business office.   
 
Student of the Month from Barton Jr. High School is Zakari Smith.  Wayne Gibson said 
that Zakari is the daughter of Loretta Tubbs and Romara Morris.  She has one brother, 
Romara, a fifth grader at Washington Middle School.  One teacher nominating Zakari 
stated she is sweet, quiet, and always willing to help others.  She is responsible, 
respectful, and will do very well in the future.  Zakari is the perfect role model of good 
behavior and citizenship.   
 
Another teacher said Zakari is a conscientious student and strives hard to correctly do 
each assignment given.  As the year has progressed, she has worked to improve an 
already strong work ethic.  For example, earlier in the year she did not quite complete her 
Bingo card project worth 200 points.  This term, not only did she finish it but did so more 
than a week ahead of the deadline, earning a coveted spot on the Early Bird list for the 
class.  She is one student quite deserving of this award.  Her principal, Mrs. Hill said this 
quiet and unassuming student takes care of her business.  She makes all A’s and B’s and 
is a proud member of the Barton marching band and also Paw Power.  Her teachers wish 
they had a classroom full of students just like her.  Mr. Gibson presented Zakari with a 
certificate from the board.  7:06 p.m. 
 
Mr. Gibson said Student of the Month from El Dorado High School is Meredith Bolin.  
Meredith is the daughter of Leigh Anne and Tim Bolin.  Teachers nominating her stated 
she is always focused and ready to learn.  She is organized, prepared, and has a fantastic 
work ethic.  A fellow student said Meredith is “always positive and prepared.  She is a 
great representative of EHS!”   
 
Her principal, Mrs. Alva Reibe said that Meredith is a senior at EHS with a 3.76 GPA.  
She is an incredible student academically and the student every teacher wants to have in 
their classroom – diligent, dedicated, and determined to do her best.  And my goodness, 
what a sincerely nice person Meredith is.  She works in the office seventh period and 
always greets everyone with her sweet smile, presence, and gentle spirit.  In addition to 
school, Meredith is very active in her church, Wyatt Baptist Church.  Through her church 
Meredith works with her own community but has also attended mission trips in Costa 
Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, and the list goes on!    I see great things ahead for Meredith 
as she pursues a pre-med degree at Ouachita Baptist University, hoping to become a 
pediatrician in the mission field.  Mr. Gibson presented Meredith with a certificate from 
the board.  7:08 p.m. 
 



Mr. Gibson introduced Classified Employee of the Month for Clerical, Annette Austin.  
Mrs. Austin began working for the district in 2006 as a para-professional at Hugh 
Goodwin.  She now works as a clerk in the Special Education office at the El Dorado 
Education Complex.  Those nominating her stated she is helpful to office co-workers and 
teachers.  She is dependable and approaches each day with a wonderful attitude.  She 
offers encouragement and is willing to help others when and wherever needed.  Special 
education supervisor, Shawn Lamkin said that Mrs. Austin is a ray of sunshine in their 
office.  She is a compassionate and caring person.  Ms. Lamkin worked with her when 
she was a para-professional at Barton and now as a data clerk at the special education 
office.  Even though she isn’t in the classroom, she continues to follow our students with 
disabilities.  She is proud of our special education students that are showcased in the 
newspaper for their accomplishments.  Mr. Gibson presented Mrs. Austin with a 
certificate from the board. 7:10 p.m. 
 
Mr. Gibson congratulated Becki Schultz, Teacher of the Month from Barton Jr. High 
School.  Mrs. Schultz received her Bachelor of Science in Education from Ouachita 
Baptist University with a major in English and minor in speech and drama.  She has 
twenty-two years of teaching experience and returned to our district in August 2012. 
 
Those nominating Mrs. Schultz stated she has held a pre-AP English position for eighth 
grade at Barton for the past two years, where she strives to do her best each day as a 
teaching professional.  She spends countless hours before and after school carefully 
preparing for each day.  Mrs. Schultz works diligently to ensure that her students are 
skilled in the art of the English language while striving to meet each student’s particular 
needs.  Last year she instigated the first and now annual Poetry Slam for students where 
poets come to the Barton Bistro and share their creative work in a setting out of the 
1960’s Beatnik days!  An avid reader, Mrs. Schultz is quick to recommend and instigate a 
book talk with students.  Students leave Mrs. Schultz’s class well prepared for the rigor 
of high school. 
 
Her principal, Sherry Hill said that she wholeheartedly concurs with everything already 
said about Mrs. Schultz.  Mrs. Hill stated, I would like to add that I see a special quality 
in Mrs. Schultz that allows her to connect in a unique way with her students individually.  
They want to do well for her, if for no other reason.  She was a teacher here when I 
started 25 years ago, she left for several years, and I was thrilled when she wanted to 
return.  The eighth grade literacy team is a model of what a team should be and Mrs. 
Schultz is a vital part of that.  Mr. Gibson presented her with a certificate from the board. 
7:13 p.m. 
 
Rhonda Simmons recognized Barton Jr. High School’s math facilitator, Mrs. Karen 
Millican and the two Algebra I teachers, Mrs. Chae Coan and Mrs. Kimberly Shaw  for 
the schools recognition with the Outstanding Educational Performance Award based on 
the 2013 End of Course Algebra I scores.  She said the mission of the Office for 
Educational Policy has been to examine pressing issues through the lens of academic 
research and to examine test scores from all schools in the state.  They then publish the 
Arkansas Education Report to disseminate their findings to educators, policymakers, and 
other stake holders around the state.  From their finding, they also publish an annual 
report entitled Outstanding Educational Performance Awards.  Their goal in this report is 
to highlight excellent performance by schools across the state.  
 
Barton Jr. High School was recognized in the last report based on the 2013 End of Course 
Algebra I scores.  Barton was classified as a “Top Five” middle school in the Southwest 
Region.  Barton tested 108 students in 2013 in Algebra I with 97% scoring proficient or 
advanced.  The other four schools in the top five tested a combined 118 students.  Mrs. 
Simmons congratulated the students, teachers, and principal on this award.  7:15 p.m. 
 
The board approved a Petition for Transfer for one student to transfer to the El Dorado 
School District. 
 
Jim Tucker visited with the board about proposed changes to the district’s Discipline 
Policy Handbook.  He said the Discipline Policy Handbook  Committee – composed of 
administrators, teachers, parents, and students – had met several times recently to 



consider changes.  Some of the changes he noted included no tight clothing should be 
worn on school campuses and tank tops and spaghetti strap tops will only be allowed if a 
blouse or shirt is worn over the tank or spaghetti top throughout the school day; students 
will not be allowed to wear jackets as cover-ups for tank tops or spaghetti strap blouses.   
 
He said the past few years, students have been required to tuck in shirts and blouses and 
wear belts in an attempt to prevent students from wearing sagging pants.  He stressed 
that, only on a trial basis and with the board’s approval, students will not be required to 
wear belts if shirts are tucked and pants are not sagging.  Also, in accordance with the 
school district’s no tobacco policy, the discipline handbook will now include that 
electronic cigarettes are not allowed on school campuses. 
 
Mr. Tucker said that students below the sixth grade who attend an extra-curricular 
activity must be accompanied by an adult.  In the future, students who attend school 
events should be picked up by an adult within twenty minutes of the end of the event.  
Students who are not picked up during the allotted time frame will not be allowed to 
attend the next extra-curricular activity.   
 
In the Second Chance program, Mr. Tucker explained that students suspected of drug or 
alcohol abuse are required to go for a drug test, paid for by the district, on the day of the 
suspected abuse, and waiting two or three days for the test will not be accepted.  He noted 
the committee also set up some penalties and consequences for unacceptable cell phone 
use on school campuses.  He asked for the board consideration of the changes to the 
policy handbook.  After a time of discussion and on a motion by Vicky Dobson, 
seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 7:24 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the recommendations to the 
Discipline Policy Handbook beginning with the 2014-2015 school term. 

 
Mr. Watson announced this year’s employee retirement dinner will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 15 at the El Dorado Golf and Country Club.   He noted there are 
eleven employees retiring this year. 
 
Mrs. Skinner stated baccalaureate for upcoming graduating seniors will be Sunday, May 
18 at 8:00 p.m. at the Municipal Auditorium and El Dorado High School’s graduation 
ceremony will be Monday, May 19 at 8:00 p.m.  She asked that board members be at 
both events at 7:45 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m. to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, 
then reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 6-0 vote at 8:20 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       
       
 


