
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
March 11, 2014 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, Keith Smith, Susan 
Turbeville, and Todd Whatley.  Also attending was Supt. Bob Watson, Jim Tucker, 
Rhonda Simmons, Tim Zylks, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner stated the board wished to recognize former board member, Will Vance.  
Mr. Vance was thanked for his years of service to the students and staff of the district and 
was presented a plaque of appreciation from the school board. 7:02 p.m.   
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meeting held February 10.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky Dobson, 
and carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 7:03 p.m. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Susan 
Turbeville, seconded by Keith Smith, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment at 7:04 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file 
in the business office. 
 
Mrs. Skinner introduced the Student of the Month from Washington Middle School, 
Romarrio Morris.  Romarrio is in the fifth grade and the son of Loretta Tubbs.  His 
teacher, Ms. Katy Smith said she is so pleased he was chosen student of the month.  
Romarrio is hard working and always seeks to gain knowledge.  Two of Romarrio’s other 
teachers, Ms. Jones and Mr. Herron stated, “Romarrio is always on task.  He constantly 
wants to help other students.”  His principal, Mrs. Vines stated that Romarrio is a 
dedicated student and wonderful example to others.  Staff and students at Washington are 
excited that Romarrio Morris was chosen student of the month.  Mrs. Skinner presented 
him with a certificate from the board.  7:05 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Skinner stated that Classified Employee of the Month from Maintenance is Keith 
Ross.  Mr. Ross has been a general maintenance worker in the district since 2007.  Those 
nominating him stated his job covers a wide range of duties and he is always willing to 
help when and wherever needed.  He never complains and has a kind word for fellow co-
workers and others in the district.  George Rainwater stated that Keith is great help, cares 
about people, and is polite to everyone.  Rick Arnold said that Keith is a dependable 
worker, always willing to help, approaches each task in an upbeat manner, and get the job 
done.  District staff and maintenance department personnel are proud that Keith Ross was 
chosen classified employee of the month.  Mrs. Skinner presented Mr. Ross with a 
certificate from the board.  7:06 p.m. 
 
Janet Scarlett, R. N. is the Classified Employee of the Month from the nursing staff, Mrs. 
Skinner stated.  Mrs. Scarlett attended Southern Arkansas University and received her 
degree and license as a registered nurse in 1994.  She began working in our school 
district in November 2008 and is currently the school nurse at El Dorado High School.  
Fellow co-workers nominating Mrs. Scarlett stated she is a very caring spirit.  She has a 
love for students and staff at the high school.  She doesn’t meet a stranger and handles the 
medical needs in a professional and timely manner.  She is a hard worker, never 
complains, and has an almost perfect attendance record!  Her principal, Mrs. Reibe said 
she appreciates that students feel comfortable coming to Nurse Janet.  They trust her and 
she has a good rapport with them.  E.H.S. staff and student are thrilled that Nurse Janet 
was chosen classified employee of the month.  Mrs. Skinner presented Mrs. Scarlett with 
a certificate from the board.  7:07 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Skinner introduced the Teacher of the Month, Cori Martinez.  Mrs. Martinez 
received her Bachelor of Science degree in middle school education at Southern Arkansas 
University and has twelve additional graduate hours.  This is her eighth year of teaching 
in our district.  Co-workers indicate that she is an amazing teacher and wonderful person 
to work with.  She  comes up with amazing ideas to implement in her classroom.  Mrs. 
Martinez offers great advice for fellow teachers and is extremely helpful.  She is upbeat 



and has high energy in the classroom.  Mrs. Jody Vines stated Mrs. Martinez is a joy to 
have on staff.  Not only does she engage her students in exciting learning activities, she 
also holds them to high standards.  Staff at Washington Middle School stated they are 
excited that Mrs. Martinez was chosen teacher of the month.  7:08 p.m. 
 
The board approved Petitions for Transfer for one student to enroll in Virtual Academy, 
for two students to transfer to Parkers Chapel School District. 
 
Debbie McAdams gave an update on the School Based Health Center.  She introduced 
the dentist for the center, Dr. Randy Everett.  She also stated she has received the 
following bids for dental equipment.   
 
  Company        Amount 
Patterson Dental Supply, Bryant, AR     $64,911.00 
Henry Schein Dental, Little Rock, AR      60,746.00 
 
After some discussion and on a motion by Todd Whatley, seconded by Susan Turbeville, 
and carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:25 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board approves the low bid $60,746.00 from Henry Schein 
Dental for dental equipment for the School Based Health Center. 

 
Tim Zylks presented bids received on a driver education car.  He explained to the board 
the car was recently wrecked, with no injuries, and not the fault of the student driver.  He 
explained why it would be more cost effective to replace the car rather than repair it.   
 
     Company    2014 Vehicle    Total  
Teague Toyota       Camry         $21,426.36 
Teague Chevrolet       Malibu           21,143.90 
Smackover Motors       Fusion           20,995.00 
Teague Ford                   Fusion           20,924.99 
Trotter Auto/Nissan       Altima           20,495.00 
Trotter Auto/Dodge       Avenger           19,998.00 
 
Following discussion it was recommended by Mr. Watson to go with the low bid for a 
Dodge Avenger from Trotter Auto.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Keith 
Smith, and carried on a 7-0 vote at  7:28 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid of $19,998.00 from 
Trotter Auto for a 2014 Dodge Avenger. 

 
Phillip Lansdell and Tim Zylks presented a proposal to the board regarding coaches and 
sponsors of extra-curricular activities and sports programs in the district needing to obtain 
a commercial driver’s license (CDL) to drive buses to events.  Mr. Zylks explained the 
proposal mentioned that CDLs cost $50.00 and sponsors and coaches will receive a 
stipend, which will be stipulated in their contracts, for obtaining their CDL and driving 
buses for student events.  He also covered the expenses incurred in the past when another 
district employee was secured to drive when the coach or sponsor were not certified to 
drive.  Mr. Lansdell reiterated it is sometimes difficult to find bus drivers for student 
activities and if sponsors and coaches drive the buses, it will save the district lots of 
money.  He explained that football coaches and assistants with CDLs will drive buses for 
football games and other club sponsored activities for their respective events and 
competitions.  Mr. Watson asked the board to consider Mr. Zylks and Mr. Lansdell’s 
proposal and vote in the April monthly board meeting. 7:44 p.m. 
 
Rhonda Simmons serves on the District Calendar Committee and visited with the board 
about the 2014-2015 District Calendar.  She gave information on the two calendars the 
committee considered and stated that the licensed staff at each school voted on their 
choice.  Mrs. Simmons answered questions posed by the board.  Mr. Watson noted that 
anytime you change you have some difficulties.  There definitely was a split in the vote 
but exams were needed prior to the Christmas break and this (the calendar before them) is 



the best way to achieve that.  He asked that the board consider what was presented and 
vote in the April board meeting. 7:50 p.m. 
 
Mr. Watson visited with the board about the School Choice law.  He reminded them the 
district has been under a desegregation order since 1969 and districts only have two years 
to exempt out of the new state School Choice Law – which allows open school choice – 
not based on race, which has been the determining factor for approval of student transfers 
in the past.  Act 1227 allows students to switch districts regardless of race.  The previous 
School Choice Law prohibited school districts from granting legal transfers when either 
the resident or the receiving district is under a desegregation-related court order or has 
ever been under such a court order and the transfer in question would negatively affect 
the racial balance of that district.  After a time of discussion and on a motion by Wayne 
Gibson, seconded by Chris Lutman and carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:52 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves to declare an exemption from Act 
1227, the Public School Choice Act of 2013, for the 2014-2015 school year. 

 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Todd Whatley seconded by Wayne 
Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 8:45 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations, the employment of 
new personnel. 

 
On a motion by Todd Whatley, seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 
8:46 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendation concerning the re-employment of classified personnel. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  
      
       
       
 


