
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
June 9, 2014 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, Keith Smith, Susan 
Turbeville, and Todd Whatley. Also in attendance were Deputy Superintendent Jim 
Tucker, Superintendent Bob Watson, Rhonda Simmons, Shirley Billingly, Shelley Pruitt, 
and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held May 12 and 15.   On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Chris 
Lutman, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Vicky 
Dobson, seconded by Susan Turbeville, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment at 7:02 p.m.  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file 
in the business office. 
 
Shelley Pruitt brought before the board the proposed budget of expenditures for 2014-
2015 and 2015-2016.  Salary fund expenditures for 2014-15 are projected to be 
$16,280,000 with operating fund expenditures in instructional expense of $5,610,000.  
Those figures increased by less than two percent for the proposed 2015-2016 budget - 
$16,500,000 and $5,779,000 respectively.  The proposals reflect the current total mills 
school tax of 33.5 mills.  Mrs. Pruitt noted this is a rough estimate but one that is required 
by state law and to be published in the local newspaper.  After a time of discussion and 
on a motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 
7:05 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the proposed budget of 
expenditures for 2014-2014 and 2015-2016. 

 
Rhonda Simmons recognized Washington Middle School’s literacy instructional resource 
teacher, Suzette Calloway and literacy teacher, Karla Long.  Mrs. Simmons stated that 
Washington Middle School received an award from the Office of Educational Policy for 
Most Improved Elementary and Middle School in Benchmark Growth. These awards are 
based on the O.E.P. created school grade point averages, which is calculated based on the 
percentage of students who performed at a particular level on the Benchmark Exams.  
Mrs. Simmons noted that Washington ranked in the top 15 most improved middle 
school/junior high school in the state.  Board members congratulated the literacy teachers 
and principal.  7:06 p.m. 
 
The board approved petition for transfer requests for one student to transfer to into the El 
Dorado District from Strong-Huttig School District and one to transfer to Smackover 
School District.  7:08 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Pruitt presented the bid received for the district’s buildings, contents, and fleet 
insurance coverage.  She stated the effective date of coverage is July 1, 2014 to June 30, 
2015. 
                           Prior Year 
Building/Contents            Quote                       Premium        Inc/ (Dec) 
Ark. School Board Assoc.             $118,623.32                $107,694.26      $10,929.96 
                                                  ($7,500 deductible) 
             111,019.26             3,325.00 
          (raised deductible to $10,000) 
 
Mrs. Pruitt said no bids were received from First Arkansas Insurance, United Insurance Agency, 
Jack Webb & Associates, and Risk Management Division of the Arkansas Insurance Department. 
 
She brought to the boards attention the bid received for the district’s fleet insurance coverage: 
 
 



                Prior Year 
Fleet               Quote            Premium                    Inc/(Dec) 
Arkansas School Board Assoc.   $ 35,282.90                   $ 33,905.89                  $ 1,377.01 
 
No bids were received from United Insurance, Jack Webb & Associates, nor Risk 
Management Divison of the Arkansas Insurance Department.  Mrs. Pruitt stated the total 
premium of the two, with higher deductible on property, is $146,302.16, which is an 
increase of $4,702.01.  After a time of discussion and on a motion by Keith Smith, 
seconded by Chris Lutman, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:10, it was  
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the insurance bids for building, 
contents, and fleet from Arkansas School Boards Association for $111,019.26 
with a $10,000 deductible and fleet coverage insurance bid of $35,282.90.  

 
Sara Finnell presented bids for milk, bread, and groceries for the 2014-2015 school term.  
She discussed the recommendation from the superintendent for the low bid for milk and 
orange juice from Hiland for $.3775 cents per half pint of 1% unflavored milk, $.3895 
cents per half-pint of fat-free chocolate milk, and $.19 cents per 4 ounces of 100% orange 
juice.  She stated they recommended the low bid for bread from Bimbo Earthgrains at 
$1.45 per twenty slices of whole-grain wheat bread, $1.41 per twelve hamburger buns, 
and 1.58 per sixteen hot dog buns.  Mrs. Finnell presented the grocery items and stated 
the highlighted ones were the recommendation.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, 
seconded by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:17 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the low bid on milk and orange 
juice from Hiland, the bid from Bimbo Earthgrains for bread products, and the 
bids on grocery items as presented for the 2014-2015 school year. 

 
Phillip Lansdell presented the athletic budget to the board.  He noted that gate receipts 
were down this year due to weather and visiting teams not have fan support that travels to 
their games.  Mr. Lansdell said that the cost of officials also went up last year.  He noted 
the projections have not changed for the 2014-2015 athletic budget of $138,149.00.  After 
a time of discussion and on a motion by Chris Lutman, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and 
carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:21 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the athletic budget of $138,149.00 
for the 2014-2015 school year. 

 
Mr. Lansdell presented the bids for athletic/activities and voluntary student insurance 
coverage.  
 
Specialty Risk, Columbia, Missouri 
 Athletic:  $11,250.00 
 Student: School time   $36.00        24 hr. coverage     $85.00 
 
Health Special Risk, Inc., Commerce, Texas 
 Athletic: $13,290.00 
 Student: School time $25.00       24 hr. coverage $94.00 
Student Assurance Services, Stillwater, Minnesota 
 Athletic: $13,500.00 
 Student: School time $14.00       24 hr. coverage     $89.00 
 
K & K Insurance, Ft. Wayne, Indiana 
 Athletic: $13,774.00 
 Student: School time $36.00        24 hr. coverage  $134.00 
 
He stated the recommendation is to consider the bid of $13,290.00 from Health Special 
Risk, Inc. for athletic and activities coverage.  He also recommended Health Special 
Risk, Inc. for the voluntary student coverage with bids for school time coverage of 
$25,00 and 24-hour coverage of $94.00.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by 
Todd Whatley, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:24 p.m., it was 
 



RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the athletic and activities insurance 
coverage bid of $13,290.00 from Health Special Risk, Inc. and the voluntary 
student insurance for school time coverage of $25.00 and 24-hour coverage of 
$94.00. 

 
Geni Smith brought before the board new policy updates for the Board and District 
Policies Handbook for 2014-2015.  She noted that some may be additions but most are 
changes to current policy.  She reminded the board that the district subscribes to the 
Arkansas School Boards Policy Service to be up to date on recent laws affecting school 
districts.  Mr. Watson, Mr. Tucker, and Mrs. Smith met several times to review the new 
laws and the policy service’s recommendations.  She had earlier provided the board 
members with the recommendations to review but also visited with them about many of 
those needed additions and changes that the superintendent is recommending to them.  
On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by Vicky Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, at 
7:27 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the Board and District Policies 
Handbook changes and additions, as presented, for 2014 – 2015 school year.    

 
Mr. Tucker stated the school board’s Union Property Committee, made up of Renee 
Skinner, Wayne Gibson, and Todd Whatley, has met the last couple of months in regard 
to a request from Ronald Murphy with Southwest Economic Development Association 
(SWEDA).  Mr. Murphy’s group is asking for use of Union School’s cafeteria for a 
summer meal program, an after-school program, and a culinary school.  Mr. Tucker said 
he and the committee reviewed Mr. Murphy’s proposal and are recommending a lease of 
the cafeteria only for one year at a time.  SWEDA will pay utilities, insurance, and 
maintain upkeep of the Union School property.  After some discussion and on a motion 
by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:30 p.m., 
it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the lease of the Union School 
cafeteria on a yearly basis only.  Southwest Economic Development Association 
will pay cafeteria utilities, insurance, and maintain upkeep of the Union School 
property.  The lease will be reviewed annually and if it is not cost effective for the 
district the contract will not be renewed. 

 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Vicky 
Dobson, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 8:10 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel.   The board approved extending the contract of the athletic 
director to a 240 day contract. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.     
       
 


