
Minutes of Regular Meeting of the El Dorado School Board 
February 10, 2014 

 
The directors of the board met on the above date at 7:02 p.m. in the Board Room, School 
Administration Building, 200 West Oak Street, with Renee Skinner presiding.  Other 
directors present were Vicky Dobson, Wayne Gibson, Chris Lutman, Keith Smith, Susan 
Turbeville, and Todd Whatley.  Also attending was Supt. Bob Watson, Jim Tucker, 
Shirley Billingly, Rhonda Simmons, Shelley Pruitt, and Lou Ann Voris. 
 
Mrs. Skinner and board members welcomed new director to Zone 2, Sgt. Chris Lutman. 
7:03 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Skinner asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 
meetings held January 14 and February 6.  On a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded by 
Keith Smith, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the minutes were approved at 7:04 p.m. 
 
The board reviewed the monthly bills.  After some discussion and on a motion by Vicky 
Dobson, seconded by Wayne Gibson, and carried on a 7-0 vote, the bills were approved 
for payment at 7:06 p.m..  A list of bills paid and monthly financial statement are on file 
in the business office.   
 
Student of the month from Barton Jr. High School is Katie Carruth.  She is an eighth 
grader, the daughter of Mary Ann and Jim Carruth, and has one brother, Dave in the fifth 
grade at Washington Middle School.  Katie takes all pre-AP classes, maintains a 3.2 
GPA, is a member of Paw Power, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and student 
ambassador.   
 
Mrs. Becki Schultz nominated Katie and said, “Katie is one of those students who always 
wears a smile and her pleasant attitude is contagious.  Katie is kind and empathetic.  I 
was moved when Katie presented me with a get well card for my mother, who recently 
had heart surgery.  If all eighth graders were this thoughtful and considerate to others 
trials, junior high would be a more pleasant experience for many.  In addition to 
possessing these admirable qualities, Katie is also a model student.  She is well-behaved 
in the classroom and always works to the best of her ability.  I am blessed to have a 
student like Katie in my classroom.”  Her principal, Mrs. Hill said, “Katie is one of those 
students who makes everyone happy to be around her.  She takes care of her business, 
stays out of other people’s business, and is considerate to all.  She takes pride in her work 
and as a result is successful in her endeavors.  The staff at Barton feels Katie’s positive 
attitude and hard work ethic will ensure that her future will be bright and happy.  Mrs. 
Skinner presented her with a certificate from the board.  7:10 p.m. 
 
Teacher of the month from Barton Jr. High School is Scott Bounds.  Mr. Bounds received 
both his Bachelors of Science in Education and Master’s degree from Southern Arkansas 
University.  He has additional graduate hours from the University of Arkansas and 
Galveston Community College.  This is his twenty-sixth year of teaching.   
 
Mr. Bounds teaches Barton’s new seventh grade Tools for Learning Class and drives a 
bus route.  Those nominating him stated that he is the example of a great teacher!  He 
comes prepared each day to present his subject to the students and seems to do so in a 
way that they learn and enjoy it at the same time.  Mr. Bounds is kind-hearted to all and 
never turns anyone away that seeks help.  He goes above and beyond to make sure the 
student or co-worker receives the help asked for.  Another said that Mr. Bounds is 
professional, yet approachable by all.  He is the example of what a man should be to all 
our students.  His principal, Mrs. Hill said that Mr. Bounds was a little nervous moving 
from a small school to Barton however, he acclimated very well.  He taught social studies 
last year but many of his strong qualities made such an impression that when I created the 
new class incorporating a garden, I immediately thought of Mr. Bounds to be the main 
teacher.  He dove head first into the class, spending many hot days this past summer 
planting and tending to the garden because he said he wanted the students to have 
vegetables growing when school started.  And grow they did!  His students garden, cook, 
make homemade laundry detergent, and learn a lot of life skills such as perseverance, 
team work, researching skills, and trial and error.  Staff and students are proud that Mr. 



Bounds has become a major part of Barton’s staff and that he was chosen tteacher of the 
month.  Mrs. Skinner presented him with a certificate from the board.  7:14 p.m. 
 
The board approved Petitions for Transfer for two students to transfer into the El Dorado 
School District and one to transfer to Parkers Chapel School District. 
 
Blake Dunn with CADM Architecture presented several upcoming projects in completing 
the final phase of security upgrades across the district’s nine campuses.  Mr. Dunn noted 
this to be the fifth decade that his firm has had the privilege of working with the district’s 
facilities and expressed his appreciation to the board.  He stated with the board’s approval 
the plans for the three-pronged project will be submitted to the facilities division of the 
Arkansas Department of Education.  The plans entail adding magnetically-locked doors 
at Yocum Primary and Murmil Educational Center and the creation of a one-way parking 
area intended to channel visitors to the main entrance of Washington Middle School.  Mr. 
Dunn told the board costs are projected at $400,000.00, which Mr. Watson said would be 
paid for by refinancing the debt on the $43 million high school that opened in the summer 
of 2011.  Mr. Watson said the first round of refinancing two years ago realized $1.3 
million in savings.  He also stated with the board’s approval the district can start the 
projects shortly after the school year ends.  Mr. Dunn said he hopes to have bids out by 
early April. 
 
He called their attention to the drawing of Yocum Primary School, which he noted will 
be the most complicated leg of the project.  The upgrade for security purposes will 
enclose two breezeways and add space between buildings.  There is to be an additional 
exit to the playground area.  He stated that laminated beams that cantilever out will 
support a canopy above the entrance, replacing an earlier design idea to support the 
canopy with columns.  The columns were rethought in light of the potential hazard for 
cars to hit them.  Mr. Dunn said form and function combined to create the new entry’s 
façade with colored panels meant to look like Legos will be used.  He noted it has the 
dual effect of being a fun design feature while making the main entry more conspicuous 
to visitors.   
 
Mr. Dunn showed the board the drawing of the secured entry at Murmil Educational 
Center that is planned for the east end of the campus.  He explained it will be fronted by a 
new metal canopy and concrete walk.  The project also allows for the teacher’s lounge to 
be converted into a waiting area.  Visitors currently have to wait in the hallway outside 
the present school’s office.   
 
The Washington Middle School project centers around carving a one-way parking area 
into a hillside south of the school building.  It is intended to direct visitors to the secured 
entrance at the building’s eastern half and to serve as a late student drop-off area.  It will 
also feature nine parking spots north of the one-way drive.  Visitors currently have to 
park on the west side of the campus and follow a long sidewalk to the main entrance.  
The project will include adding new metal letters over the main entrance that spell out the 
school’s name.  After a time of discussion and on a motion by Wayne Gibson, seconded 
by Todd Whatley, and carried on a 7-0 vote at 7:40 p.m. it was,  
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the plans for the security projects 
for Yocum Primary, Murmil Educational Center, and Washington Middle School 
be submitted to the facilities division of the Arkansas Department of Education 
for their approval.  Upon approval from the facilities division, the board approves 
the projects be placed out for bid. 

 
The meeting adjourned to an executive session to discuss personnel matters, then 
reconvened to an open meeting.  On a motion by Susan Turbeville, seconded by Todd 
Whatley, and carried on a 7-0 vote 9:10 p.m., it was 
 

RESOLVED, That the board hereby approves the superintendent’s 
recommendations concerning the acceptance of resignations and the employment 
of new personnel, and the re-employment of administrative staff and chairs.  

                    
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 



       
       
 
 
 


